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Preface

The abrupt style has been retained to induce thought,

and I have refrained from polishing to avoid inducing

sleep.

I like inconsequence

!

I admire the art of digression !

I love the children !

"Perhaps the most glorious thing about the

childish mind is its superb inconsequence. Think of

the mental sweep of the little boy who, in the course

of a short walk, and one on the top of the other,

asked his father the following questions :

—

t Where
do Tom-cats go to church ?

'
' What do policemen

have for dinner?' 'If God made the flowers, why
doesn't He pick them ?

' You cannot produce any

result by tabulating questions of that kind. They
do not show that the child is a savage, or an

undeveloped man or woman, but simply that he is a

child, and that a child is something quite apart." 1

The Ten Commandments just suit children. Be-

times I am amused watching great scholars as they

try to put sequence into the Law of Sinai. Why, do

you know, they can't agree as to which command-
ments were on the first table and which on the

second table ! Sublime inconsequence

!

1 The Spectator.
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The Ten Commandments

in Braid Scots

God spak a' thae words.

Quo' He,— I am mylane yer

ain God, the All-michty, wha
brocht ye furth frae Egypt's

airt, oot o' the warl' o' thirldom.

Ye sanna pit ither gods afore

Me.
Ye sanna cast a mouldin for

yersel, or mak the marrow o'

ocht that's in heaven aboon, or

in the yirth aneath, or i' the

watir below the grund : ye
sanna boo the knee to siclike,

nor se^ them : for I am a God
wha will thole nae jiltin, comin
doun upo' the ill-doin o' the

faithers, on the bairns, till three

or fower generations forrit o'

sic as hae ill-will agin Me
;

dealin oot mercie to thoosan's

o' siccan anes as lo'e Me, an'

haud be My commauns.
Ye sanna lichtlie yer Mak-

ker's name for nocht
;

fegs,

God winna haud him wyteless

wha lichtlie sweers His name.
Forget-ye-na the Sabbath

day, an' see ye haud it holie.

There's sax days for toilin in,

an' for the week's darg. But
tak tent o' the seeventh, whilk
is yer ain God's day o' rest

:

ettle at nae wark that day,

yersel gudeman, nor yer son,

nor yer dochter, yer plooman,
nor yer servantlass, nor yer

owsen, nor the fremit man in-

by at yer ingle neuk : for the

Almichty was sax days in

makin heaven an' the yirth,

the braid sea, an' a' tharin

forby, an' lowsed the seeventh

day to rest His-sel : sae it was,

Jehovah loot His blessin fa'

upo' the Sabbath day, an' ca'd

it holie.

Cherish yer faither an' yer

mither : that sae be yer span
o' life sal be lenthened oot i'

that quarter o' the kintra-side

the Lord yer God sal gift ye wi'.

Ye sanna mak - awa wi'

anither's life.

Ye sanna commit forlyin.

Ye sanna thieve.

Ye sanna (on yer aith) mis-

ca', or tell lees aboot yer neibor.

Ye sanna hanker eftir yer

neibor's haudin, ye sanna
fidget for yer neibor's wife, nor
his feedman, nor his servant-

lass, nor his kye, nor his cowt,

nor ony o' yer neibor's be-

langins.

Translated by D. Gibb Mitchell, Cramond.
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The Ten Commandments in Erse

215US -do Ub4 <Djd t)d

b|ijdcfid x0 ^3 y.6r6 t

Jr [nurJ] ^j5l}e-
21RN21 do <t)t))d, t)oc do
-Gfieofivro T;u)*d dtt)dc df
•cdUtt) rjd t)&3JP^>
tjd x><x6j|ii*e.

H) b)djD <D)d d)i brc ejle

^34.-0 dtt) Utdjjife.

11j Dedtjd cu dytc fejt)

cofdttjldCD dji bj-c [edj-

rje)te] t>& [b^nl] dji tJOT

fudf, tjo d<£ [bpv?l] dji rd-
Utti x'i°t> n° [b-pnt]

WT3e ?^6) ^ cdldtt)

:

V\) c\&or}x& cu cu ?ejt)

Xiox -od)b, t)j ojjifjD D6jb

:

6)ji mjp dn Cj51)62iRN2l
-do <t)ljjd Jt edDttjdji

[ttje], c)3 T>^edc>?t) p%cytd

t)d T)dJCjl£D dji dt) 3dojrj

3ur dt) cjiej- 7 4tj c%tjid-

%-$\\X x:d)rbedt)dr cji6-

Cdljie DO tt))lcjb T)OT) lUCD

3fid^5v?3^r ttje, 7 cojttjed-

X)dt tt)djt%t)cd.

Nj b£ji>?3 cu djtjtt) dt)

TJ5t)6 L4RN2l x>o <D1))d 30
D)ott)dojtj ; 6)|t t)1 n)£TP^>
dt)i:)5l)B2lKH2l tjejnjcjoij-

-cdc dt) ce bejji d djntt) 30
DJOtt)dO)tJ.

Cntt)rjJ3 U tjd fdbbdjDe,

30 t)d6ti)cocd §•

Se Uete fSovpocux cu,

7 -6edX]<xx cu cob4 v?le :

21cd d -pe dr) j*£CDtt)dD

U rdbb6)-D dt) I^tje^R-
H21 do <Df))d: rj) Dedtjd cu
ob4 dji b)t [dtj], 'cu fejt),

t)6 -do tt)dc, t)o cjt)3%t), £6-

3ldc, t)6 do bdt)63ldc, t)o

£&1\\x)e)X, tjo" cojtt))3T;^c

[d-c4J cdob d j*c)3 ^or-
Dojjipb

:

Ojjv [d] j*e Ide-cjb do
|i)t)e dt) T:j5l)e2lRN2l t)%tt)

7 -cdldti), 4 t)^j||i5e 7 d
t)>?le ni'o [dcd" jotj-cd], 7
tcn|i Te 4*) r%CDtt)dD ^ :

v?tt)e -pH 'co b^t)v?D dt) 'CJ-

5l)62iRmiU t)d rdbb6;De,

7 "do t)^ott)vr3 e.

Ot)6)vv?3 tdcdj^v 7
tt)^^ : )ot)Ut 30 trjd -pdDd

"do Idece dji dt) ri^dldtt)

t)oc "do bej]\ dt) "CJ5t)^2lR-

N21 do <DVf)d t>v?t:.

Nj "6edt)d cu -DUt)ti)d|i-

bd-6.

HI -6edt)d cu dDdlcftd-

tjdr.

Hj -6edt)d cu 30JD.

M) beu]\d cu rM3n>?r)
b|\ej3e d t)d3>?5 do c6-

ttjdttr^n.

H) fdttjceocd cu c')3 do
c6tt)dfir4T

J>
f)1 f^JtJ'ceocd

t:u be^t) do c6tt)d[itdt), t)6 d
65UC, t)6 bdt)63ldc, t)6

-dl Ddtt) t)6 ^ dtr^l> ety'0

[))*] le do c6ti)d|iTd)t).



The Ten Commandments
in Welsh

A duw a lefarodd yr holl

eiriau hyn, gan ddywedyd,
Myfi yw yr Arglwydd dy

Dduw, yr hwn a'th ddug di

allan o wlad yr Aipht, o dy y
caethiwed.

Na fydded i ti dduwiau eraill

ger fy mron i.

Na wna i ti ddelw gerfiedig,

na llun dim a'r y sydd yn y
nefoedd uchod, nac a'r y sydd
yn y ddaear isod, nac a'r sydd
yn y dwfr tan y ddaear.

Nac ymgrymma iddynt, ac
na wasanaetha hwynt : oblegid
myfi yr Arglwydd dy Dduw,
wyf Dduw eiddigus

;
yn

ymweled ag anwiredd y tadau
ar y plant, hyd y drydedd a'r

bedwaredd genhedlaeth o'r rhai

a'm casant

;

Ac yn gwneuthur trugaredd
i filoedd o'r rhai a'm carant, ac
a gadwant fy ngorchymynion.
Na chymmer enw yr Arglw-

ydd dy Dduw yn ofer : canys
nid di'euog gan yr Arglwydd
yr hwn a gymmero ei enw ef

yn ofer.

Cofia y dydd Sabbath, i'w

sancteiddio ef.

Chwe diwrnod y gweithi, ac

y gwnei dy holl waith :

Ond y seithfed dydd yw
Sabbath yr Arglwydd dy
Dduw : na wna ynddo ddim
gwaith, tydi, na'th fab, na'th

ferch, na'th wasanaethwr, na'th

wasanaeth-ferch, na'th anifail,

na'th ddieithr ddyn a fyddo o
fewn dy byrth :

O herwydd mewn chwe
diwrnod y gwnaeth yr Ar-
glwydd y nefoedd a'r ddaear,

y mor, a'r hyn oil sydd ynddynt

;

ac a orphwysodd y seithfed

dydd ; am hynny y bendithiodd
yr Arglwydd y dydd Sabbath,
ac a'i sancteiddiodd ef.

Anrhydedda dy dad a'th

fam ; fel yr estyner dy ddyddiau
ar y ddaear, yr hon y mae yr
Arglwydd dy Dduw yn ei

rhoddi i ti.

Na ladd.

Na wna odineb.

Na ladratta.

Na ddwg gam dystiolaeth
yn erbyn dy gymmydog.
Na chwennych dy dy

gymmydog, na chwennych
wraig dy gymmydog, na'i

wasanaethwr, na'i wasanaeth-
ferch, na'i ych, na'i asyn, na
dim a'r sydd eiddo dy gymmy-
dog.
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The Ten Commandments
in Gaelic

Agus labhair Dia na briathra

so uile, ag radh,

Is mise an Tighearna do
Dhia a thug a mach thu a tir

na h-Eiphit, £ tigh na daorsa.

Na biodh dee sam bith eile

agad a'm' lathair-sa.

Na dean dhuit fein dealbh

snaidhte no coslas sam bith a
dh? aon ni, a ta sna neamhaibh
shuas, no air an talamh shios,

no sna h-uisgeachaibh fuidh 'n

talamh.
Na crom thu fein sios doibh,

agus na dean seirbhis doibh :

oir mise an Tighearna do Dhia,

is Dia eudmhor mi, a' leantuinn

aingidheachd nan aithrichean

air a' chloinn, air an treas, agus
air a' cheathramh ginealach
dhiubhsan a dh'fhuathaicheas

mi

;

Agus a' nochdadh trocair do
mhiltibh dhiubhsan a ghrad-
haicheas mi, agus a choimhi-
deas m'aitheantan.

Na tabhair ainm an Tigh-
earna do Dhe an diomhanas

;

oir cha mheas an Tighearna
neochiontach esan a bheir

'ainm an diomhanas.
Cuimhnich la na skbaid a

naomhachadh.
Se laithean saothraichidh tu,

agus ni thu t'obair uile.

Ach air an t-seachdamh lk

tha skbaid an Tighearna do
Dhe : air an la sin na dean
obair sam bith, thu fein, no
do mhac, no do nighean,

d'oglach, no do bhanoglach,
no d' ainmhidh, no do choig-

reach a ta 'n taobh a stigh do
d' gheataibh :

Oir ann an se laithibh rinn

an Tighearna na neamhan
agus an talamh, an fhairge,

agus gach ni a ta annta
;
agus

ghabh e fois air an t-seach-

damh la : air an aobhar sin,

bheannaich an Tighearna la

na skbaid, agus naomhaich
se e.

Tabhair onoir do t'athair,

agus do d' mhkthair ; a chum
gu'm bi do lkithean buan air

an fhearann a tha 5n Tighearna
do Dhia a' toirt dhuit.

Na dean mortadh.
Na dean adhaltrannas.

Na dean gadachd.
Na tabhair fianuis bhreige

an aghaidh do choimhears-

naich.

Na sanntaich tigh do choim-
hearsnaich ; na sanntaich bean
do choimhearsnaich,no 'oglach,

no 'bhanoglach, no 'dhamh,

no 'asal, no aon ni a\r le do
choimhearsnach.
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The Automatic Calf

The First Word of the Ten
Commandments

" Thou shalt have none other gods before Afe"

What was the First Commandment ?

Thou shalt not eat . . .

And from the happy time of Adam and his first wife

onwards, there have been all sorts of commands. The
Egyptian Book-of-the-Dead describes the Hall of

Judgment of Right and Wrong as blessed with the

permanent presence of forty-two gods in a line above
the perfect scales ; these correspond in general and
in particular with the Forty-Two Commandments of

Egypt. The Chinese Sacred Edict contains sixteen

sensible maxims. The Buddha had his curious Wheel
of the Law. Ages before him, old Hammurabi en-

graved his code throughout his empire. And far from
these antique civilisations, away among the savage
mountaineers of East Africa, the warlike Wataita of

the Dabida main range have three commandments of

their own.
But of all the ancient orders that were issued to

men, there is just one set that appeals to us, the Ten
Words spoken from Mount Sinai. They are simple,

ample, and complete. They reverberate still in the

ii



1 2 " Thou shalt have none othergods before Me "

consciences of millions, awaking echoes in guilty hearts.

Slighted they are, yet ever forcing themselves afresh

on men. Matthew Arnold said he had never heard a

sermon on the Ten Commandments ; and in all my
life, too, I never heard one till it came out of my own
mouth. We should give them at least some little

attention, as a voluble verger explained to a gentle-

man gazing at a spot in the cathedral needing decora-

tion, " You know the Ten Commandments might be
painted up, sir ; the Ten Commandments are better

than nothing."

Some codes of laws there are which have to be
obeyed even by people who are almost ignorant of

them. Some laws have been enacted, but are not

well known by the people. You British must have
prodigious memories, for your Government credits

you with a knowledge of all your laws—and debits

you with any breach of every musty old one. I have
heard of an ancient king who carved all his laws in

bronze and put them high up on a pillar where none
could read them ; but the old tyrant meted out

punishment for infringement just the same. Now,
I take it that these Ten are not only few enough to

remember easily, but, if you leave out the promises

and explanations, each is short enough. Try them in

a line apiece :

—

Have no other gods before Me.
Make no graven image.

Take not Jehovah's name in vain.

Remember the Sabbath to hallow it.

Honour father and mother.

Murder not.

Commit no adultery.

Steal not.

Bear no false witness.

Covet not.



" Thou shalt have none othergods before Me "13

There you have two compact tables, one for piety,

one for equity. Look at their origin.

Where were the Commandments given?
Midway between Egypt and Canaan. Egypt had
been the land of Night ; Canaan was to be the land

of Right ; so Sinai became the land of Light. Out
of bondage, the children of Israel were passing to

their own vines and fig-trees. Many gods were behind

them, bulls and crocodiles
;
many gods were in front

of them, calves and serpents. Here in the desert

they meet with the one God who had spoken to

their leader from the burning bush, and speaks to

them, invisible, from the mountain peak. This was
the first Sermon on the Mount.
When were the Commandments given? When

the people were fresh from their deliverance, and
before they got into civilised society with all its

temptations. When as a nation they were childlike

and needed straight talk. When they were still

docile and accustomed to be driven by taskmasters.

When they needed looking after like a truant lad

led to school. For the Law was to hedge them in,

and guide them to Christ.

How were the Commandments given ? For three

days the people had been preparing for something
great. The hill was fenced off from the plain and
tabooed. Then came the low rolling of thunder,

growing louder and louder, the gathering cloud

growing darker and darker, the crash of the trumpet
blast, the violent earthquake shock. And last, but

most terrifying, a loud great Voice ! So dreadful was
the display that the people could not bear it, and they

begged Moses to go and stop it. So he went up, and
brought back the Ten Words written by Jehovah on
two stone slabs. Thus the Commandments approached
the Jews through ear-gate and eye-gate too, but

they did not get through either to the fleshy tables of

the heart.



14 " Thou shalt have none othergods before Me "

God Almighty spoke them. Generally, when
God had spoken hitherto, it had been to single people

;

He believed in individual effort. But this once He
came out from His retirement and spoke to a nation.

He was so badly received He never did it again

;

henceforth He spoke always through human lips,

never to a nation direct.

God Almighty wrote them. It did not take

forty days for that ; the time was spent in teaching

Moses other things. He who could in six days make
this mighty world, needed only to touch the stones

with His ringer and it was done. And when a scan-

dalised Moses in his dismay broke the stones, as the

people broke the command, the precious gift was
renewed. " Hew thee two tables of stone like unto
the first, and I will write upon these tables the words
that were on the first tables which thou brakest." So
graciously did God let Moses help to repair his error,

and Himself repeat His gift. Then, for years, the

precious inscription was enshrined in the ark. But
when there is idolatry in the heart, even the best gifts

of God become a snare and a curse. A time came
when the very Brazen Serpent was worshipped, and
had to be destroyed lest it should foster idolatry ; and
God let these stones perish too. When again He
wrote, it was so that no one could preserve His hand-
writing. If, on the plaster of a king's palace, a

mysterious hand traced a few strange words, that

palace was sacked the same night. If a Man, burn-

ing with shame at the shame of an adulteress and the

shamelessness of her accusers, stooped to write, it was
in the sand. The Lawgiver wrote, and men copy
His words to-day ; the Judge wrote, and His sentence

was at once carried out ; the Saviour wrote, and the

accusers were hushed into silence.

When Jesus gave His law, He did not write, He
only spoke, and what He said won instant assent.

To the Jews He quoted from their own ancient books.
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" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind." " Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Then, throwing
all the emphasis on the second, He put it in His own
new words :

" Whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them." On this He
persistently rang the changes, dinning it into the ready
ears of His disciples as His own commandment. " Love
one another, as I have loved you." So His brother
came to call this The Royal Law, the law of liberty.

Every one of the great apostles saw that the whole
law is summed up in this one word, an old command-
ment as far as the mere words are concerned, but new
in its bearings and motives.

But that took even the best Jews centuries to

understand. It will pay us to go through the Ten
Words one by one, to see how much there is, and to

wonder at the care of God in planning out such a
course of schooling. There is a splendid preface to

the whole set, calculated to appeal at once to grati-

tude.

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. Luther in his Table Talk says :

" I have
many times essayed thoroughly to investigate the
Ten Commandments, but at the very outset, 1

1 am
the Lord thy God/ I stuck fast; that very one word
* I,' put me to a non-plus. He that has but one word
of God before him, and out of that one word cannot
make a sermon, can never be a preacher." The one
word to which Luther refers is only one letter, and in

that personal pronoun we have brought to us the one
living and true God, whose name is " One." 1

But look you, "which have brought thee out of the
house of bondage." God is a Redeemer : that stands
in the forefront. A Creator may compel obedience,
but may not deserve it : a Deliverer may be refused

1 Zech. xiv. 9.



1 6 " Thou shall have none othergods before Me "

obedience, but he will surely inspire something like

thanks, and there is nothing strange if he asks for

love.

Then comes the first command :

Thou shalt have none other gods before Me.
Let us see what it includes, what it excludes, and
what it concludes.

It includes first the fact that there is a God. This
is really taken for granted, as if men cannot blink the

plain fact. And at that time there was no widespread
doubt. We know now that two great reformers in

China and India ignored the whole subject, and left

bushels of advice for daily life without any mention
of a god ; but they could not get people to be
content, for every man needs a god. Confucians and
Buddhists alike have filled the gap and installed

gods. Men of intellect have reasoned themselves
into fancied atheism, but in the thunder crash out
leaps the deep instinct, Roman poet and scoffing

sailor alike cry to their god. Down in the soul of

man is an ineradicable consciousness that there is a

power greater than himself. The fool may, indeed,

say in his heart, " There is no God," but he does not
really believe it. Religion is universal among men,
and the great Irish orator well declares that, " True
religion is the foundation of society." Godless
Voltaire himself was obliged to own that, if there

were no God, it would be necessary to invent one.

And in a later age, Herbert Spencer said, about man,
" He is ever in the presence of an infinite and eternal

energy from which all things proceed."

Now, to this declaration God sets His seal that it

is true ; He has long made partial revelation of Him-
self, and men have divined something about Him
from His creation. One man looks up into the sky
and bursts into song :

—

The heavens declare the glory of God,
And the firmament showeth His handiwork.
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Another looks down upon the earth and responds :

—

Not a flower,

But shows some touch, in freckle, streak, or stain,

Of His unrivalled pencil.

But neither sun nor sunflower can tell much more
than His everlasting power and divinity. It was on
Sinai that there came to this people the assurance

that this was no vague, impalpable power, uncon-
scious as an avalanche, but that God was a Person to

speak, to love, to order, to warn, to promise.

Others had learned that indirectly. Pharaoh had
plenty of messages from God by the lips of Moses.
He was very slow at taking in the new truth. It was
with an alphabet of Ten Plagues the Almighty
essayed to write the law on Pharaoh's heart. But
neither Pharaoh nor Israel had come to close quarters

with Jehovah in Egypt ; and now God gave to this

people the most explicit proofs of His existence.

Whatever faults Israel developed, it never forgot this

lesson, and never turned atheist.

The command includes next that He was not
only a god, but their God. In the notion of those

days, a conquered people hardly had a god of their

own, but had to worship the god of their masters. In
far Western China, " A Shan told me that in order
not to arouse the animosity of their conquerors, the

Chinese, they worship in the temple of the victors, as

well as in their own." 1

We know nothing about the religion of Israel when
enslaved in Egypt ; but here, directly after the de-

liverance, is the strong assurance that they have a god
of their own. Of our own : that is what we all want.
"A poor thing, sir, but mine own," said the rustic

of his wife. The personal tie is wanted by us all.

Influence of an elevated idea of a god, who was their

god—greater than all gods or heathen. God is not

1 A Yankee on the Yangtze
, p. 279.
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1 8 " Thou shalt have none othergods before Me "

too big, nor you too small, for a direct link between
you.

It includes more, for the name Jehovah here was
gathering fresh associations about it, as a God of

grace, pity, mercy, deliverance. Personal ties are

all very well, but if they are only between a slave

and his master, they are not relished. God was
indeed master over Israel, but he was Redeemer of

Israel.

Now the point of this command is not what it

includes; the point is what it excludes. It excludes

every other god from competition with this God of

Israel. Spurgeon once said that some people re-

minded him of jerry-built houses, which were Queen
Anne in front and Mary Anne behind. Follow this

by Ruskin, " He who offers God a second place, offers

Him no place at all."

A few years after Sinai, Joshua reminded the

people that their fathers used to serve other gods, and
he challenged them whether they would follow the

tradition of their fathers or the law of their own God,
giving them a plain lead :

" But as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord." Elijah, too, found
the people wavering between Him and a variety of

foreign and local gods, Baals of Tyre and elsewhere,

and he challenged them—" How long halt ye between
two opinions? if Jehovah be God, follow Him, but if

Baal be god, follow him." And the turning point of

that great day on Carmel was when the people fell on
their face and chose Jehovah. When Jonah got

into the great storm and all the sailors were crying to

their gods, they roused the passenger and bade him
pray to his god too : presently he owned that Jehovah
was his God, and that he was fleeing from Him.
When the Assyrians conquered the land and sent fresh

colonists, they brought all manner of strange gods with

them, but afterwards included Jehovah. And when
the Jews took to travelling, they came across plenty
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of other gods : Paul found that he and his friend

were mistaken for Mercury and Jupiter; he was
accused of decrying the great Diana of the Ephesians

;

he cleverly took a text from an Athenian inscription

and preached about an unknown god. But however
many gods there might be, the attention of the

Israelite was not to be given to them
;
they were

excluded by this command, and attention was claimed
for Jehovah alone.

** However many gods there might be." Is that an
open question ? It was then. God did not teach His
final lesson on Sinai ; He passed by the question of

the reality of other gods and simply said, " Leave
others alone and attend to Me." Indeed that question

was not closed even in Paul's day. The Corinthians

wrote to him :
" We know that an idol is nothing in

the world, and that there is no other God but one.

For though there are those which are called gods, yet

to us there is one God, the Father, and one Lord,

Jesus Christ." They went on the simple principle of

denying that any other gods existed, and forgetting

what their neighbours believed. Their principle was
something like this

—

If they be not gods to me,
What care I if gods there be ?

Paul at the moment neither agreed nor contradicted,

and only said that if that were true, others did not
believe it, and they must consider the troubles of a weak
conscience. He waited a little before giving his own
opinion, and it proved to be very startling :

" What
say I, then? That an idol is anything? Nay, but
that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they
sacrifice to devils and not to God." The point of
this command is: Plenty of "gods" claim your
allegiance ; refuse it, and obey Me alone.

" As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." Yes,
but thought is invisible and does not always reveal
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itself in words. Talleyrand said that language was
intended to conceal thought. If you want to know
what a man really is, ask what he worships. "All
the gods of the heathen are idols—they that make
them are like unto them ; so is everyone that trusteth

in them." Consider for a moment what the gods of

the nations have been, and then you will understand
why the heathen have been cruel, treacherous, and
lustful. Pagan deities have been credited with all

sorts of characters. Some were cruel and blood-

thirsty : Israel soon was to meet with people
worshipping Moloch by broiling their babies: in

these islands you may still see the remains of stone

temples where the Druids propitiated their divinities,

and curious carved rings on the stone altars into

which they poured the blood of human sacrifices to

divine from the way it flowed. Other gods were
tricky, and the tales of their practical jokes are

amusing.

One god down in the South Seas used to unhook
his tail when he went on an excursion, and leave it

behind him—which seems its natural place—to see

that nothing went wrong ; for the tail was full of

eyes : a nice suspicious kind of god that. Others
were lustful, and used to run after milkmaids and
other beautiful women. Others were spiteful, and if

neglected or rivalled would send snakes to kill the

mortals they were jealous of. Some might have
noble touches of character, but these, alas, were few
and far between. The Tongan islanders believed in

seventy gods, besides a number of spirits of dead
chiefs who would intercede with them. And every-

where it is found that the character of the worshipper
is moulded by the character of his god. As most of

the gods were disreputable, and would certainly be
jailed here in England very quickly, religion generally

lowered the character of the most religious. So
Jehovah bade His people leave them alone

;
they
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were beneath notice ; if Israel would attend to Him,
their character would be raised into likeness to

His.

But if an ignoble conception of God debases His
worshippers to the level of their own ideal, it is just

as true that a lofty conception is the most elevating

force in the world. The history of mankind is one
great object lesson of this truth. What was it that

changed the Jews from a herd of slaves into a nation

of freemen, and enabled them to overcome the warlike
tribes which opposed their passage to the Promised
Land ? Not their forty years' wandering in the wilder-

ness. They grew into manhood with the growth of
their sublime conception of God as their own God

—

a God of mercy, of justice, of purity, of awful holiness.

It was the God within rather than the God at their

head who gave them the victory over all their

enemies.

You see what this Commandment excluded then

;

what does it exclude now? Putting anybody or

anything in competition with God ! Many gods are

put before the true God still. A very common one is

the first that lured off the Israelites, the Golden Calf,

which is now worshipped in more portable form as

the Almighty Dollar.

Money is worshipped to-day. Men divide their

attention between two books, the bank-book and the
Bible. Many wreck their lives in the ceaseless pursuit

of wealth. " Get money honestly if you can, but get
money." The man who is greedy to get it is often

ruthless in his use of it. Only one-fifteenth of one
per cent, of our money is used to spread the Gospel,
so it looks as if money were a very successful rival

to God. But it is an ungrateful god, and often leads

its devotee into trouble.

On a lonely road in the south of Scotland stood
a lonely cottage. In it lived a lonely man. The
snow of seventy winters lay heavy on his head.
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He had been a "near" but thrifty tradesman in a

distant village, where by hard toil and penurious

living he had gathered more than he could spend.

When his powers began to fail, he withdrew from

business that he might gloat over his treasure in the

secrecy of a desolate moor. Night by night with his

skinny fingers he slowly counted out the glittering

golden coins, piling them into shining heaps on the

ancient table before him. Such was his evening

worship of his god. One dark tempestuous night

another was returning from a lowland village across

the broad expanse of moor. The miser's light was
burning, and through a chink between blind and
window frame the covetous traveller saw the old man
at his devotions. A gust of avarice swept him into

sin. Next morning another wayfarer missed the

familiar smoke from the cottage and went to see.

He found the door forced open, and on a tireless

hearth lay the cold, mutilated body of the wretched

miser. The god he had served had been stolen from

him, and with the theft went out his useless life.

And in the end another soul was ruined and another

life forfeited by the glint of the accursed guineas.

Now for the Word of God by Habakkuk :
" He

taketh up all of them with the angle, he catcheth them
in his net, and gathereth them in his drag : therefore he

rejoiceth and is glad. Therefore he sacrificeth unto

his net, and burneth incense unto his drag ; because

by them his portion is fat, and his meat plenteous."

Other people's god is their belly. This is the oldest

rival of the true God, and he has many worshippers

to-day. A man will spend half a crown every day
for his lunch when eighteenpence would keep him
healthier ; but on Sunday a shilling is quite enough
for God. See what sacrifices this greedy belly-god

wants. One of the worst is wine or spirits. Men
are very careful in worshipping their stomachs, in

remembering not to give to that god what costs
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them nothing. But they never remember that the

old Roman way with the wine was to pour it out on
the floor as a libation. Don't worship the belly or

the bottle !

Dress is another ancient god that competes for

worship. As soon as men fell from the sole worship
of the true God, they started this rival. And to-day

it is a most popular idol. We like to deck and adorn
ourselves, till we get dangerously near Carlyle's idea

of a dandy :
" A dandy is a clothes-wearing man : a

man whose existence consists in the wearing of

clothes. Every faculty of his soul, spirit, purse, and
person is heroically bent to this object, the wearing of

clothes wisely and well. So that as others dress to

live, he lives to dress." One man cannot sit down
because he has on his walking trousers : another will

rush into a hansom rather than unfurl his umbrella so

neatly rolled. One woman must have a new hat every

month : another must change all her clothes five times

a day. The whole attention of some people is given

to their dress, their veritable god.

The body is a regular pantheon of gods. Strength
and skill of body attract much worship. Says Mr.
Gosse :

" It is not commendable that the record of

games in our daily newspapers should swell into the

proportion of national events, that thousands of

people should be encouraged thereby to consider a
champion athlete a more exalted personage than a

great scholar. People of the more moderate way of

thinking scarcely realise the degree to which this

athletic craze has pushed all other ideas of life to the

wall within the last few years." To-day two elevens

turn out to play, and a thousand elevens will come to

watch and pay.

Other gods are less violent, but just as engrossing.

A lady once heard Mr. Romaine preach, and told him
she would give up anything but one. " What is that ?

"

" Cards, sir."
N You could not be happy without
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them ? " " No, sir, I am certain I could not." " Then,
madam, cards are your god, and must save you."

And what shall I say more? For the time would
fail me to tell of Racing and Gambling, and all sorts

of amusements. Whatever claims your attention,

whatever sets the law to your life, whatever exacts

your energies, whatever calls forth your devotion

—

that is your God. And thou shalt put no other god
before the one true God.
What it concludes. That was the choice that

lay before Abram of old, when he and his fathers

worshipped other gods along by the Euphrates. The
word came to him to rise and go into exile, and he
went forth not knowing whither he went. The word
came to him to ignore Assur, and Bel, and Merodach,
and all the divinities of that land, and, deafening him-
self to their cries, to hearken to El Shaddai, God
Almighty. He hearkened to Him alone. What a

venture of faith, what a trusting obedience ! It was
the beginning of the new era : in his answer to the

call, lay already the answer of his descendants to the

order, " Have no other gods before Me."
And shall we men of a loftier civilisation be less

brave than he, shall we show ourselves wavering and
undecided, lured by siren voices on every side, and
unable to concentrate attention on one subject ?

Why then, men, learn from women. Some of you
have had the assurance to go to a sweet girl, far

better than you, and ask her to share your uncertain

life. You have had the magnificent selfishness to

invite her away from comfort and ease, to narrower
means, and a life of hard work. You have edged
your way in among a crowd of her friends, and have
edged them aside, till you became bold enough to

stand full and square in her eyes, and challenge her

to choose between you and all her family. You had
the splendid assurance to set on one side her father

who supported her for years, her charming mother
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who reared and tended her, her brothers and sisters

with whom she has grown up in closest friendship
;

and on the other side just yourself, with all the

qualities you know so well, with future uncertain.

You dared to ask her to choose between the old home
and friends, and just you alone. And she in her

great unselfishness and trust, actually chose you, and
told you in a sweet and melodious voice, like an
evening bell far off, she preferred to take you, and
enthrone you first in her faultless heart, dethroning
all others for your sake. She put you in the very
front, and threw in her lot with you, for better or for

worse.

Is it then a thing unknown among us that such
great sacrifices are made, that such unquestioning
obedience is given, that such unswerving loyalty

should be rendered ? And if this is done every day,
if it is done when such unworthy creatures as you and
I are concerned, should it not be done when it is no
man that asks for a proof of love, but the most lofty

and the most loving God ?

You make one great promise to the partner of
your life here on earth, to set her first, to be true

and faithful, forsaking all others and cleaving to

her alone. God is worthy of such a magnificent
promise too. Put everybody else aside, put every-
thing else into the second rank, and put Him first

without a rival ; He will not share your obedience
with others :

—

Yet know, nor of the terms complain,
If Jesus comes, He comes to reign.

To reign, and with no partial sway
;

Thoughts must be slain that disobey.

Is the poet wrong here? Listen to the very
words of Jesus when men were hesitating and drawn
in two directions :

" He that loveth father or mother
more than Me, is not worthy of Me : and he that
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loveth son or daughter more than Me, is not worthy
of Me."
You see that these are the words of Jesus. Are

they not the same in note as the first Word on Sinai ?

Yet the tone is sweeter. He is just as exclusive, just

as authoritative; yet His words ring more gently.

At Sinai the people were scared, at Capernaum they
were attracted. He spoke to a busy man at his daily

work ; and Matthew straight away got up and quitted

his work to follow Jesus. He borrowed Peter's boat

and paid him royally with a splendid haul of fish;

and Peter left fish, nets, and boat and came right off

after Jesus. Another man begged to be excused a

short time till he had gone home and settled his

affairs and taken leave of his father; but Jesus cut

him short and bade him follow at once.

So it was the same note that rang out on Mount
Sinai, which was repeated on the Mount in Galilee.

He calmly claimed that all obedience was due to

Him. These very commandments He remodelled

with absolute authority—" It was said to them of

old time, but I say unto you." And having restated

all the Law in a single sentence, He revealed Himself
not only as Lawgiver, but as Judge also—"Then
will I declare unto them, I never knew you, depart

from Me." Whoever hears My words and does them,

I liken him to a wise man building on the rock.

Astounding words those, and the people were

astonished at His air of authority. How did He
obtain it ? By outward force, by blasting a land

with murrain, hail, lightning, and triumphantly lead-

ing forth His people through the cloven waves so

that He could say, " I brought thee forth from the

land of bondage " ? Nay, He was great in action,

but greater in suffering and love. From Heaven He
came indeed, but He had laid aside His glory. He
bore the sins of many. He was treading the path to

another mountain. Sinai is great, Calvary is greater.



" Thou shalt have none othergods before Me "27

" Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay

down his life for his friends." And, says Jesus, we
are His friends if we obey Him.

What offering can I make,
Dear Lord, to love like Thine ?

That Thou, the Word, didst stoop to take

A human form like mine.
"Give Me thy heart, My son." '

Lord, Thou my heart hast won :

I would love Thee as Thou lov'st me,
O Jesus most desired.

On Calvary Christ died to atone for the Law that

was broken, to link Himself for ever with the law-

breakers, and to raise us to His own level. When
we think of the gracious and loving- Jesus, so

sinless, so suffering, we shall recognise in Him our

God who brings us out of the bondage of sin, and
each heart shall exclaim

—

I will have none other gods before, Thee.



The Second Word of the Ten
Commandments

" Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,

or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,

or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in

the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the

Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the

iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the

third andfourth generation of them that hate Me ;

and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love

Me, and keep My commandments."

I AM almost as fond of cats and cattle as of pud-
dings and pies, though that may not seem to you a
sufficient reason for this adventurous discourse on
" The Automatic Calf." But the Automatic Calf is

a Scripture animal, and thereby hangs a tale. In this

chapter we are going to deal with the persons de-
scribed in the Book of Revelations as having the
mark of the beast on their foreheads.

The First Commandment broken after the writing of
the Law was the second. Hardly was the inscription

on the stone before the metal calf was on the plain.

Indeed, but for the fence about the mountain, the
yellow idol had been erected on the very slopes down
which Moses came with the penmanship of God. As
then it was the first " Word " to be broken, so it was
the most likely in the succeeding ages to be ignored,

and to-day, in 1905 A.D., there are as many people
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disobeying it as in the time of Moses. The power of

the idolatrous past shows itself every day under our
very noses.

I. Our omnipresent literature bears calf

marks. Every newspaper displays traces of idolatry.

Every almanac and church notice has the imprint of

image worship. The very names of the days are

tainted with the foul flavour of idol-gods !

(< Both
among the Romans and the Saxons the several days
were dedicated to the chief national deities." Our
day names are derived from Saxon idolatry ! There
were seven chief deities, and we mention them every

day. Look at this pleiades of idols. Here are seven
hideous heathen gods.

The First idol is the bust of a man with his face

darting brilliant rays. A wheel is on his breast in-

dicating the circuit or course of the golden-orb-of-day

around our sphere. This is the sun god, to which our
Sunday is dedicated ! And some people certainly

give the day over to the heathen god and act accord-

ingly.

The Second is a female figure with long ears and
singular dress,—we won't describe the dress ! This is

the moon god—and so our Monday belongs to the

female god, " Great is Diana of the Ephesians."

Moon gods, female deities, were in demand and are

yet. Each time we mention Monday, remember we
are perpetuating idolatrous phraseology.

The Third is the warlike figure of a venerable
man, with white beard and the skin of a wild boar
thrown over his shoulder. He has a sceptre in his

hands. Probably he was a deified sire of the Saxons.
Here is our word Tuesday, a day belonging to the
idol-god Zuisca.

The Fourth is a warrior in armour with a crooked
sword in his right hand and a shield on his left arm.

The i father of the gods, the supreme god of the north,

was called Woden or Odin, and hence our Wednesday
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or Woden's day—still more idolatrous nomenclature.

Century after century we go on when one Act of

Parliament would make the change. On Woden's day
you have prayer meetings. To what god do you
pray on god Woden's day ?

The Fifth is equivalent to the Roman Jupiter.
The idol sits on a throne, and his crown of gold con-

tains twelve glittering stars,—a sceptre is in his right

hand. He is the son of Woden and governs the air,

and is President of Thunder and Lightning, a

barbarous god. So Thors-day or Thursday is the boy-
god's day.

The Sixth is a female idol with naked sword.

Fri-ga is the wife of Woden—goddess of pleasure.

The Romans dedicated this day to Venus ! So our

Friday is Fri-ga's day. The day of Venus ! She is

the owner of Good Friday ; this bad Fri-ga

!

The Seventh idol of this collection is Saturnus,

standing on the back of a fish with a pail of water in

his right hand and fruit with flowers ! Change the

day-names ; Second Commandment all hail ! Why
not follow the French and call Sunday " The Lord's

Day " ? That is better than Sun-day. Or adopt the

plan of the Society of Friends and speak of the First

day, Second day, Third day, Fourth day, Fifth day,

Sixth day, and Seventh day.

Down with the Automatic Calf in the Calendar

!

This is a fine illustration of the power of the past,

and proves clearly that the Commandments are still

serviceable ! We see also that the Second Command-
ment is not a mere repetition of the first.

II. In the darkest hemisphere. The far distant

past not only has power now, but expresses itself in

the cruder, ruder forms of worship and vice throughout
pagan and heathen lands. If there is rank, technical

idolatry on this hot and cold earth, it is not the

product of an hour's thinking or acting ; it is the

power of the past projecting itself into the present !
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Japan, rapidly becoming a great world power, is

full of idols. As I passed by I saw a sign, " Gods for

sale and gods repaired." One would have thought

an adequate sense of humour must have saved the

brilliant Japs from this idolatry. There are plenty of

gods in Japan, although their fateful teachings on
murder and suicide are obsolete.

India, vast and pagan, has gods without number,

made by hands, graven and of man's device, although

widow-burning, and other suicidal customs as a

portion of worship, have been abandoned by decree

of British bayonets and Bibles. Look at beautiful

Burma, garden of the world, with its shadagon
pagoda leafed with gold at fabulous expense, and
other conical creations containing and surrounded

by idols without number.
China, the vastest empire of mortals, composed

of millions of men and millions of gods
;
gods every-

where, large and small, cheap and costly, and mostly

ugly. Then too the Koreans, and the Dyaks of

Borneo, who still hunt heads, have strange religious

beliefs. Truly this Second Commandment cannot go
out of business for a long time, not to mention the gods
of Africa, where men are still eaten in large numbers.

Second Commandment,all hail ! But is this command-
ment only for the use of the foreign missionary in

combating the power of the past, and has it no applica-

tion in Christendom save only for the pagans who have
come for trade and are not yet converted ?

III. The power of the past in Christendom
now. First look at the Second Word written by
God ! It is called the Second Commandment. It is

a prohibitory enactment and begins with '* Thou shalt

not"
" Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,

or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,

or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to



32 " Thou shalt not make . . . anygraven image
"

them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers

upon the children unto the third and fourth genera-
tion of them that hate Me ; and showing mercy unto
thousands of them that love Me, and keep My
commandments."
The First Word forbids the worship of false gods.

The Second forbids the worship of the true God in

false forms, and therefore the Second is closely

related to the First. To disobey the Second Com-
mandment means a civilised heathenism. Ahab
broke the First when he taught the people to worship
Baal, and Jeroboam broke the Second when he
taught the worship of God "under the cherubic
emblem of a calf." To-day men bow down in

worship, not to calf or bullock of metal or stone, but
to stocks and shares.

Three large classes of humans are supposed to

worship without the use of images—the Jews,
Mohammedans, the Christians—and they all get the

idea from the Ten Commandments. There is no
instance in the Bible of a man being allowed to bow
down and worship any but the true God of Heaven,
or Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son. Even in

the Book of Revelation, when John was about to fall

down and worship an important angel, that celestial

being would not permit it, and if we are not to

worship a holy angel, it is certainly a sin for us to

bow down and worship senseless images, crosses, or

pictures.

Worship involves two things, the internal decision

which includes belief and the external act. The
First Commandment is solely a soul law, the second
has to do with the external act. Jacob required

idolaters to change their clothes, and certain modern
idolaters will be constrained to change their garments
on conversion, for they must needs put away all false

gods.
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Read in the Word of God what Jacob did. " Then
Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were
with him, Put away the strange gods that are among
you, and be clean, and change your garments : And
they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were
in their hand, and all their earrings which were in

their ears : And Jacob hid them under the oak which
was by Shechem."
Now turn over to Exodus and see what Moses

did when he found them dancing about the automatic
calf, when his anger waxed hot and he cast the tables

out of his hand and brake them beneath the Mount.
"And he took the calf which they had made, and
burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder
(pulverised the calf) and strawed it upon the water,

and made the children of Israel drink of it." Next
turn over to 2 Samuel and see what David did after

he had fought with the Philistines according to the

Word of God, and had smitten then. " And there

they left their images, and David and his men burnt
them."

Now go to 2 Kings and see what Hezekiah did,

when he came to the throne at twenty-five years of age.
" He removed the high places, and brake the images,
and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen
serpent that Moses had made : for unto those days
the children of Israel did burn incense to it : and he
called it Nehushtan" Now look at 2 Chronicles and
see what Asa did, for it is said of him that he did
that which is good and right in the sight of the Lord
his God. " For he took away the altars of the strange
gods, and the high places, and brake down the images,
and cut down the groves." " And also concerning
Maachah, the mother of Asa the king, he removed
her from being queen, because she had made an idol

in a grove : and Asa cut down her idol, and stamped
it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron."

And, finally, see what Daniel did. "Shadrach,

3
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Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the

King, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer
thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery

furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O
king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king,

that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the

golden image which thou hast set up."

There was great need for this commandment in

ancient days, and there is as great need for it now.
Second Commandment, all hail

!

Thou shalt not photograph? There are

Moslems who firmly and even violently hold that

this Second Commandment prohibits photography. I

once rode out of Jezreel as furiously as Jehu rode in,

because I snapshotted a Mohammedan. He con-

sidered it idolatry. The Moslems are opposed to

pictures, and the Moslem Hell contains seven
compartments, one below the other. The last is

reserved for hypocrites and the next for idolaters.

Does this commandment forbid the use of pictures of

created things ? Some contend that it does. The
Jews have never been much given to art, and the

Mohammedans to this day use no designs of animals
and other living creatures in their patterns. In the

church of St Sophia in Constantinople, they have
whitewashed the mural paintings, and have hung up
quotations from the Koran in the snaky cheirography
of the Turk over where the paintings were. But God
does not mean to forbid such things, unless they are

intended to be used for religious veneration. In

Exodus, the Almighty ordered that the bowls of the

golden candlesticks for the tabernacle should be made
like unto almonds, and the robe of the ephod had a

hem on which were bells and pomegranates. God
certainly would order nothing which would break His
own Commandment.

However, the perversity of human nature quickly
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asserts itself. The Apostles were hardly buried
before their followers made images of them and
worshipped their relics. A traveller who was shown
the skull of St Peter, and, later on, in another place,

was again shown the skull of St Peter, asked how
it was that St Peter had two skulls, and got the
reply :

" This is the skull of St Peter when he was a
young man !

" This relic-worshipping continues on
the Island of Patmos 1 to this present day. The
people there have the skull of St Thomas for driving

insects and worms off the island, and when they
desire rain, the monks fetch out the whole list of
relics, a full hundred in number.
Down with images of Christ ! On the site of

ancient Bethsaida, by the shore of the Sea of Galilee,

in a little chapel I saw a very large image of the
virgin Mary, and underneath a very small one of
Christ. Here worship men who do not marry.
Unmarried men like to worship a Mary. This
image-worship makes it impossible to win Moslems
to Christianity. Mary was a great, good woman,
but she does not stand to Christ as Christ stands
to God. The virgin Mary was a good woman,
mother of a great Man. She was great in her
humble submission to God (Luke i. 38), and she
was great in her fidelity to her Son, both in His
training and in His suffering ; but the man who
worships Mary, the mother of Jesus, denies the Lord,
and is condemned by the Second Commandment.

I not only object to images of Christ, but I also

dislike pictures of our Lord. No picture of Christ
has come down to us from the Apostles. We do not
know what He looked like. The Bible tells us nothing,
except that His visage was marred more than any
man, and His form more than the sons of men. There
is nothing told about His height, the colour of His
hair or of His eyes, and He left no likeness of

1 See The Isle that is called Patmos', by William Edgar Geil.
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Himself for His disciples. His clothes were taken

by soldiers, so nothing was left to be handed down,

and as He arose from the dead, no portion of His

body can possibly be taken as a relic. And who
could make a picture of Christ after His Resurrection ?

God is a spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth. If then God be

a spirit, how can man represent Him by a material

image? Now, instead of having an image to point

to God, we need God, who points to the image. It is

better to have Christ in the head and in the heart

than an idolatrous likeness of Him in the hand. Do
not worship the Lord's Supper

!

The worship of the Church is prohibited. I

visited a Greek church on the Mount of Olives, and
unintentionally left the door ajar, thereby admitting

the interpreter's dog. The priest flew into a rage.

The building was desecrated ! and he must resprinkle

it with holy water. He threw the interpreter out

and came for me, only I would not agree to be thrown

out. This doctrine of the Church is perhaps the most
dangerous of all violations of the Second Command-
ment. Carried to its logical issue, it enthrones a man
in the seat of God. Pope Leo XIII. declared that

a union of mind requires perfect submission to the

will of the Church and the sovereign Pontiff as to

God Himself.

Worship of saints, whether dead or alive, is

idolatry. During the first century there was none

of this. It began with high veneration of the martyrs,

churches were built over their graves, and in the fourth

century came the worship of the virgin Mary. Let

me quote from my new book, The Isle that is called

Patmos. 1

" I had a discussion of saints and their pictures

with Bill. "Hain't no saints in 'Merica. I never

seen 'Merican come out a saint. Russians come out
1 The Isle that is called Patmos, Marshall Bros., London.
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saints, but I hate Russians." This surprised me, for

the Russians had sent a car-load of pictured saints to

their Manchurian army; evidently these were not

warrior-saints. However, I went on another tack

with "Bill, you should hate sin, not people." Bill

seemed puzzled ;
" Sin, what is sin ? " This point

cleared up, we got on to the track again. " I think

Patmos a good place, but I hain't never seen no live

saints on Patmos. They hain't got no live saints

here." I ventured to say there were millions of live

saints in America ; but Bill smiled. " I been in

'Merica four year, and I never seen one of them. I

never seen no saints there. I went to Methodist
Church, and they had none. How come hain't got

no saints in Church in 'Merica ? " This is not quite

such a libel on the Methodists as it seems, for the

Patmiote mind is almost incapable of distinguishing

between the real saint and his picture.

Second Commandment, all hail

!

What is an idol ? Every heart

Hath idols of its own,
Some are of gold and silver bright,

And some of wood and stone.

IV. The original Automatic Calf teaches this

lesson, that we should early counteract a bad tend-

ency ! Be it remembered that, when the Command-
ments were being written, an inclination which had
been gradually declining from the perpendicular fell

over into the melting pot, and a calf, an image of a
created thing, resulted. There were no idols in the

Sinai desert, so it was not the immediate environment,
but a previous one, which worked itself into the still

and solitary place.

The Automatic Calf was the first image to appear
after the writing of the Commandments. There is a
sense in which all sin is spontaneous and automatic, like

Aaron's calf. He said the people were set on mischief,
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and broke off their gold, and then he cast it into the
fire, and there came out this calf. Don't blame the

times, or the fire ; be honest and say, " I did it."

They were out of Egypt, but Egypt was not out of
them. How foolish all worship is, save that of the

True God in spirit and in truth ! This calf did not
rescue them from Pharaoh's bondage. The pillar of
cloud was not the tail of a calf, nor was the pillar of
fire that tail illuminated by the light from its fiery

eye. What could a golden calf do? It could not
even make a cow, which is a proper calf's proper
business ! The Word of God says, concerning idols :

" Noses have they, but they smell not
;
they have

hands, but they handle not ; feet have they, but they
walk not, neither speak they through their throat."

Besides, people become like the object they worship

!

It is said of Booth that he acted murder so often,

that it became easy for him to kill Abraham Lincoln.

The Israelites would at least have their god of gold,

the most precious metal. It was not a cheap god
they thought to set up. But how was this an
automatic calf? They had long been gradually

and almost imperceptibly moving towards this calf.

They had the calf in the head first, then it shifted

down into the heart, and thence out on to the hand.
The invisible calf which they had been worshipping
was now made visible. The Lord detected this

tendency, this growing of the inner calf, and so made
the law for the eye. The calf was the materialised

opinion of men, the Tables of stone the materialised

opinion of God.
" There came out this calf," Aaron said, as if it

formed itself. The Ephesians said Diana came down
from heaven (a shooting star, maybe), so this calf

came from heaven. They insinuated that it was
miraculously formed. That is, that God took this

form of a calf. " There came out this calf," was quite

correct in another sense, for it came out of the head
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and heart. What a man puts into the fire of life, that

comes out. It is possible to so trifle with sin that it

will get dominion over you, and if the calf is in it

will come out. Be sure your sin will find you out.

Teach the commandment, preach the command-
ment at once, and thereby prevent image-worship.

When image adoration is once established, it may be
too late ! Don't wait for the calf to cool

!

There came out this calf at the foot of the mountain
on the top of which the Commandments came out.

There was fire on the summit, and there was fire at

the base—out of the lofty flame came forth the Ten
Words, out of the fire on the plain came out this calf.

When it is remembered that some seven hundred
millions of people in heathen and pagan lands worship
images, the usefulness of the commandment is ap-

parent. Just as the worship of the sacred calf of

Egypt (the god Apis), made of the gold of Ophir,
influenced the Israelites, so image-worship and other

present-day religious customs are an overflow of
heathenism into the Church of Christ.

Idol worship appeals to the senses, and these in

most men are stronger than the imagination. Second
Commandment, all hail

!

Leave the things which are behind and press

towards those which are before. The past may be
dark, but the future is glorious. To live in the past

is to die in the present. Of course every future is

conditioned by the past, the future is built upon the

past. The Chinese even worship the past, which is a
national opiate. Those who live in the has-been,

exert no effort and enfeeble their faculties. Leave
behind the things which are behind, and press

towards those which are before. But what is before ?

Ay, there's the rub. The destiny of the soul, is it

light or night ? Are you serious ? Are you aroused ?

Take the current when it comes, don't wait for a
revolution to cool off before you act.
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Where is my past ? I live in it to-day,

And maybe it will live with me for aye
;

I gaze adown the vista of long years,

And smiles or laughter follow close on tears
;

There is no record writ with pen and ink
In my account, but I can surely think
There is a Book of life, and service too,

In fadeless characters, of what we do,

And He by whom each act is justly weighed
Will see that due returns to all are made.
I am my past embodied, I the book
Unto myself, in which I often look.

Each purpose failing, or each strong uplift,

Has left on me its print, time's fadeless gift,

On soul and body, brain scars and heart wound.
I feel them yet, what I had sown I found

;

But, ah ! how blessed that the bitter reaping
Led me for pardon to its source, with weeping,
And I stood firmer in the coming day,

As not unscathed, learning to watch and pray. 1

The power of the past must be reckoned with for

good as well as evil.

But if the power of the past makes itself felt in the

appetite of the drunkard, in the passion of lust, or in the

hour of temptation of any kind, thank God its influence

for good is just as real and just as strong. I remember,
as I spoke to a Scotsman whose heart was hardened and
seared bysin,of his childhood'sdays,and oftheChristian

mother who came to his bedside at night to hear him
pray, I saw in his eyes the response of his heart.

My sainted mother often spoke to me in early days
of the stars and the sunset. And now I find myself
always admiring these sublime things of nature.

Wordsworth's words are true to me :

—

My heart leaps up when I behold
A rainbow in the sky

;

So was it when my life began ;

So is it now I am a man
;

So be it when I shall grow old,

Or let me die.

The child isfather of the man !

1 By Emma E. Homibrook.
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The Chieftain's last song. — Hard by the ill-

fated Pink Terraces, in the wonderland of New
Zealand, stood a gorgeously carved and coloured whare
or wigwam. Within, upon an ancient couch, lay a

powerful Maori chieftain slowly dying. For centuries

of moons he lived in heathenism, but in middle life

was converted to Christ.

His tattooed friends silently surrounded his death-

bed. Some were pagans and some were Christians,

but all were still as death.

Finally, when the slowly passing night was far

spent, the great chief broke the stillness of awe and
the hush of decency by sweetly and serenely singing

with undaunted voice a love song which, long ago in

his early pagan days as a young and lusty hero, he
used to sing about the camp fires of his people.

His memory was not treacherous. The power of an
early affection thrilled his voice, charmed his eye, and
invigorated his decaying frame.

The plaintive song told of a maiden fair,

Like something fashion'd in a dream,

who went on a dangerous quest of her long-lost lover,

who many moons since sailed away into unknown
seas. She had longed, and watched, and waited for

the ship that never returned.

She launched from a cove of ferns and flowers a
curiously carved canoe, fashioned by the powerful
young chieftain, her lover, and finished by moonlight
and starlight, the night he said a fond farewell. She
started on her journey.

Festively she puts forth in trim array
;

As vigorous as a lark at break of day.

There was a deep and noble meaning in the great

island chieftain's last song. His face was pale. His
soul was that maiden, and the story and the song ran
on with pathos and power. He sang low.
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The brave chieftainess, as she took her valorous

flight, never trembled in the timid regions, although
her frail bark shot with violent speed from a tranquil

lake, mirroring the great stars of heaven, down
foaming rapids with the swiftness of a pigmy's
poisoned arrow, dashed through dark narrow gorges,

between towering precipices, sped past uplifted rocks

threatening and cragful, splashed with the milk-white
surge of the flood.

With noble aim she held on her sacred course, nor
listened to the wild winds, the dreadful voice of the

torrent, or the ghostly, darksome night. The love she

bore for her giant lover, and the fond hope to be his

for ever, left no room for fear. And finally, out of the

dark and dangerous chasm, her bark was swiftly

swept through the gates of the morn and burst into a
wide and peaceful summer sea.

So died at the sun rising the southern chieftain,

peacefully he passed away. His soul made for his

Lover, and there was no moaning of the bar as he put
out to sea. Oh, the transforming and transfiguring

power of the Christian past! Have out with the

calf! There may be a whole herd of cattle inside

the fence and pasture of your body. It was so with

the man of Gadara. Jesus Christ ordered all the

evil herd out of him, and when completely in his

right mind, he was able to say, by the power of God,
there came out these calves.

It is Christ who enters the soul and drives out, as

he did in the olden temple, all the cattle. He makes
a clean dwelling, Hallelujah ; Amen !

Break down every idol, cast out every foe.

Help me to be holy, O Spirit divine

;

Come, sanctify wholly this temple of Thine ;

Now cast out each idol, here set up Thy throne
;

Reign, reign without rival, supreme and alone.



The Third Word of the Ten

Commandments

" Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy

God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guilt-

less that taketh His name in vain"

This commandment naturally falls into two parts

;

first, Thou shalt not, and second, the Lord will

not. Look at " Thou shalt not " first. On the very
surface it clearly declares—Thou shalt not swear.
Swearing is the most unprofitable sin I know of.

The law of God is intended to control the whole
man, even his speech. Speech, the highest instru-

ment of man's social nature, should be appreciated

and used to exalt and not degrade him. We
are not to take God's name in vain, which is an
ambiguous expression. It means, as shown by an
examination of the Hebrew, that we shall not take

His name falsely, deceitfully, carelessly. Swift

said that one-third of the population of Ireland might
be designated " swearing souls." I believe that profane

swearing is dying out, that it is being less and less

used for the purposes of emphasising a statement or

to ventilate a passion. But I fear His name is still

taken falsely, deceitfully, and carelessly to a vast

extent.

The well-known American preacher, Dr Broughton,
said :

" I would rather have my boy keep company
with a dog than with a swearing man." More than
once have I had oath-dealers, vendors of vile language,

43
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apologise to me for swearing in my presence, when
they learned that I sometimes engage in Christian

work.

Seldom will a man swear in the presence of other

people's children, or in the presence of preachers, or

in the presence of women. Now, I submit as a great

principle that a person should not say anything
which cannot be said in the presence of these three.

There is a sort of respectable swearing which is

dangerous. Such as, " Golly," " Darn it," " Hang it,"

" Dash it," Tom Sawyer's " Dog-my-cats," etc. " Suffer

not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin." 1 Avoid
abbreviations of profanity, such as Holy Smoke,
Jehoshaphat, Great Death, Land o' Goshen. Re-
member that to swear is to take God's name deceit-
fully, falsely, or carelessly. A favourite and fright-

ful phrase in my own country is " God damn you,"

which resembles the Arabic swear-phrase, "Gatalak
Allah," God kill you. It seems almost impossible

that a sane being should say a thing like that. What
would you do if God obeyed, and did damn a man by
your invitation ? It is horrible.

My great countryman, George Washington, in a
public order to his army said :

" The General hopes
that the officers, by example as well as influence, will

endeavour to check profane swearing, and that both
they and the men will reflect that we can have little

hope of the blessing of Heaven if we insult Almighty
God by our impiety and folly. Added to this, it is a
vice so mean and low that every man of sense and
character despises it."

"If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this

law that are written in this Book, that thou mayest
fear this glorious and fearful name, The Lord Thy
God ; then the Lord will make thy plagues wonder-
ful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues,

and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance." 2

1 Eccl. v. 6. 2 Deut. xxviii. 58, 59.
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Why do you swear ? You do not gain anything,

you lose by it. Swearing is not a mark of refinement,

or of the speech of a gentleman or a scholar or a man
of honour. Why do you swear ? It is not a necessary

form of speech. It demoralises the community,
teaches disrespect for law and order. Why do you
swear? It is "broad road" talk, not narrow road
talk ! Swearing prepares you for perdition, not for

Paradise. Why do you swear ? Swearing is unfit for

the company of ladies, or of children, and they form
the best society; yet you swear. You take in vain

the Name heaven adores, the stars praise, devils fear,

at the mention of which all knees shall bow

!

Swearing is the overflow of wickedness out of the

heart over the lips. It reveals the horrible condition

of your heart.

Look at the system of oath-taking. There should

be no need for an oath. If a man will lie at all, he
will lie, oath or no oath.

There is a book called The History of Swearing.
All ages have had blasphemers. Indeed, there is

evidence in philology that profanity is one of the

oldest forms of spoken language. Animals that do
not fight growl or snarl, or even if they fight, the

growling and snarling usually precede the combat.
It is so with human animals. When provoked or

annoyed or injured, they growl or swear. The
ancients said the god of oaths was the Son of Discord,
and it holds good to-day. Great anger often causes

swearing.

Drink is responsible for much oath-using. Sins

never go singly. As Whipple points out, wet damna-
tion, in the form of bad whisky (there is no " good
whisky " in the stomach), finds its appropriate expres-
sion in the hot damnation of execration rushing to

the lips :
" O thou invisible spirit of wine, if thou hast

no name to be known by, let us call thee devil." And
it furnishes devil talk too

!
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"Wine-drinking is the mother of all mischief, the

root of crimes, the spring of vices, the whirlwind of

the brain, the overthrow of the sense, the tempest
of the tongue, the ruin of the body, the shame of

life, the stain of honesty, and the plague and corrup-

tion of the soul." 1

Early atmosphere is responsible for swearing.

Children brought up in the foul atmosphere of blas-

phemy and malediction, heard at the parental hearth,

make the words of an old divine true, they " seem not

so much born as damned into the world." When
childhood has been spent in the unholy air of impure
thought, what can be expected later on ? Man, your
swearing will echo from your children's throats after

you are at the Judgment Bar of Almighty God.
Swearing is not attributable to estate or degree of

learning. Steele relates how Dick Reptile was be-

wailing to him the abuse of speech, whereupon Steele

fell to think, and came speedily to the conclusion

that the lump of swearers may be aptly divided into

High and Low. " Dulness and barrenness of thought
is the original of it in both sects, and they differ

only in constitution. The Low is generally phleg-

matic, and the High a choleric coxcomb." William
the Conqueror swore by "the splendour of God,"
Henry II. by " God's eyes," and Charles the Bold by
"the hundred thousand devils in hell." But on
the other hand King Louis of France decreed that

the tongue of a swearer should be branded with a

red-hot iron. And during the English Common-
wealth a swearing officer was court-martialled and
sentenced to have his sword broken over his head
and his tongue burned with a red-hot iron. Enormous
must have been the practice which called for this

prohibition. Various methods have been employed
at various times to check the useless sin.

Athenian boys were allowed to swear, but only in

1 St Augustine.
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the open air. But St James says, " Above all things,

my brethren, swear, not."

The other day an attendant in the British Museum
related to me how, when he was a boy, they formed
an Anti-swearing Club among themselves. The boy
who used bad language put a penny or a halfpenny
in a box in the corner, and when a month had
passed the box was emptied and divided among the

lads whose language had been commendable. This
suggests the English law of George II. which says:
" Every labourer, soldier, or sailor profanely cursing

or swearing, shall forfeit one shilling
;

every other

person, under the degree of a gentleman, two shill-

ings ; and every gentleman, or person of superior

rank, five shillings to the poor of the parish wherein
such an offence was committed. Any justice of the

peace may convict on his own hearing on the testi-

mony of one witness."

Frivolity. I refer to stories where the name of
God is involved. No other commandment is so easy
to break as this. Others presuppose some delibera-

tion ; this needs nothing more than mere thoughtless-

ness. There is indeed an intimate connection between
frivolity and profanity. Have we not all heard—and
I fear laughed at and passed on—stories in which the
name of God is taken in vain ? George Herbert wrote
well

:

When thou dost tell another's jests, therein

Omit the oaths, which true wit cannot need.
Pick out of tales the mirth, but not the sin.

Let there be no exception, for " these commandments
break awfully easy," as a little girl said to her mother.
I once heard of an old Aunty who made an exception
for the weather. The word, while not chaste, did
not come under this commandment, but it came
dangerously near. Said a little girl, " Aunty, darling,

how do you spell damnable?" " Good gracious, darling,
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never use such a word. I am surprised." " Well, but,

Aunty, I—I'm writing to papa, to tell him about the

weather." "Oh, well, my darling, I may tell you,

D-a-m-n-a-b-l-e; but remember, darling, you must
not use the word except to describe the weather."

Do not use it to describe the weather : the use
for such words is limited to the most serious things

of human experience ; the weather is not one of

them.
I like the poems of Wordsworth, because they do

not contain a single oath. I never care for a book,

however brilliant the writer, if it contains "swear
words." Life is too short and eternity too long for

filthy trash to receive consideration from clean people.

Jewish scribes never wrote the name of God without
first making a pause ; and the talented Robert Bayle
never mentioned the name of God in conversation

without making a solemn pause before it, that he
might feel reverence. Turks avoid treading on printed

paper lest the name of God be on it.

" Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in vain." A word fitly spoken is like apples of

gold in pictures of silver. There is just now a great

danger in the growing frivolity of the people. There
is a lamentable lack of reverence, which has been
partly engendered by a purely formal routine of

worship. God is now to be worshipped both in

spirit and in truth. Guard well thy lips. Guard thy
thoughts behind thy lips.

You must politely object to swearing.
Proverbs says, " Whoso is partner with a thief hateth

his own soul : he heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it

not." I heard of a servant whose master, when
addressing him one day, took the name of Christ in

vain. Instantly the servant, although standing in an
unsheltered place, took off his hat. The master
noticed it at once, and asked for an explanation, which
elicited the reply :

" You, sir, mentioned the name of
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Jesus Christ ; and as He is my Saviour and best

Friend, I uncovered, sir, out of respect to Him." It

was so politely and tenderly done, the man was cured

thereby of a most inexcusable, unreasonable, vulgar,

revolting, and vicious habit.

Sir Christopher Wren ordered that any workmen
engaged on St Paul's Cathedral exercising the

impiety of swearing should be dismissed forthwith.

Do this with all your employees, and set the righteous

example yourself ; for every house should be a house
in which God will be worshipped, as everything
made is constructed of God's materials, and hence
is holy work. Stand up boldly, but feelingly, for

the name of your Great Friend.

Hypocrisy is taking God's name in vain. Beware !

Either begin acting or quit praying.
" Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord,

have we not prophesied in Thy name ? and in Thy
name have cast out devils ? and in Thy name done
many wonderful works ? And then will I profess

unto them, I never knew you
;
depart from Me, ye

that work iniquity." 1

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
deceitfully, falsely, or carelessly.

You name the name of Christ, but do not live a

Christian life. This is a frightful, a most awful thing.

This is taking God's name in vain ; that blessed

Name, that should be above every name, for at the

name of Jesus every knee shall bow in heaven and
on earth. If there was one sin above another which
aroused the indignation of the Son of God when on
the earth, it was the sin of hypocrisy. Read the

eight woes in the 23rd chapter of Matthew and be
impressed. The example of a hypocrite is more
pernicious to religion than is that of a profane

swearer. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God deceitfully, falsely, or carelessly.

1 Matt. vii. 22, 23.

4
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Reading the Word of God carelessly is taking
God's name in vain. Herein many persons commit
a grievous sin. How many people neglect the Bible,

and how many others neglect the teaching of the

Bible ! Careless singing is also taking God's name in

vain. Beware

!

In the 3rd chapter of James we are very clearly

shown that one serious hindrance to perfect living is

the improper use of the tongue. Language is sacred.

It is the bridge over which thought travels. A man
may not have position or wealth ; the disciples, at

least most of them, did not possess these things ; but

there was a potency in their words which has finally

won a greater empire than that of ancient Rome. So
we, without fame or great riches, may accomplish
great good or do great harm by our speech. There
is danger of our speaking too much. It is only a

shallow soul that can talk carelessly when beholding

the stars of night, or the death of a human being.

There is also danger of our not speaking enough.

As someone has said, " Light from the lips of one
person will often illumine the whole landscape of

your thoughts, making what but now to you was
dark, beautiful and bright." I have often thought
that when a man stands before me with closed lips,

he is a difficult problem to solve. He is like an
ancient fortress with doors closed ; one knows not

what is within—dark-skinned men, serpents, alli-

gators, poisonous insects, what machinery for torture,

and what arrangements for kidnapping. Then when
a man speaks, he lets down the drawbridge, lifts

the portcullis, and there come trooping out his

motives and his mind. Usually, the character of

a man is formed before he speaks
;

speech then

exposes his motives and character to human view.

You must speak and warn men of sin and the

destiny of the sinner,—cry aloud the Solemn
Warning — the Divine Warning: "The Lord
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will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in

vain/'

Let us look into the Word of God on this subject,

and we will begin with Leviticus. "And the Lord
spake unto Moses, saying, Bring forth him that hath
cursed without the camp ; and let all that heard him
lay their hands upon his head, and let all the con-

gregation stone him. And thou shalt speak unto the
children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God
shall bear his sin. And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, Speak unto all the congregation of the
children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be
holy : for I the Lord your God am holy."

Now look at a Psalm of David. " Lord, who shall

abide in Thy tabernacle ? who shall dwell in the holy
hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth
evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach
against his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile person
is contemned ; but he honoureth them that fear

the Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and
changeth not."

Now turn to Proverbs. " Remove far from me
vanity and lies : give me neither poverty nor riches

;

feed me with food convenient for me : Lest I be full,

and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord ? or lest I

be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God
in vain."

Listen to St Matthew. " Then began he to curse
and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And
immediately the cock crew. And Peter remembered
the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the
cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice. And he went
out, and wept bitterly."

God warns us still by Providence and by the Word.
Dr Newton tells of a sad occurrence. Some people
were going from Margate to Ramsgate, when a storm
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came on and they sought shelter ; some of the party
in a house and the servants in a shed. One, a lad,

cursed dreadfully because of the storm. He seemed
to give himself without reserve to the most frightful

cursing. A sign of warning was afterward set up on
the spot with this inscription on it :

" Reader, prepare
for Eternity. A boy was struck dead here, while in

the act of swearing."

Men usually heed a warning, and a divine warning
should certainly be heeded. We find in Matthew
these solemn words :

" I say unto you, that every idle

word that men shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt

be condemned." That makes this matter of talking

a very serious business.

The word " Reverend," with which we are so

familiar when addressing ministers, occurs in the
Bible only once—Psalm cxi. 9 ; and it is connected with
God's name, Holy and Reverend is Thy Name.
It was an ancient saying among the Jewish teachers

that the world trembled when the name of God was
first proclaimed on Mount Sinai, and the Jews held
that name so sacred—the name of the Almighty

—

that it was never mentioned among them except once
a year in the Holy of Holies, by the high priest on
the Day of Atonement. Sterne says that when the

Accusing Angel, who takes down the sayings of men,
flies up to heaven with an oath, he blushes when he
hands it in. And terrible is the condemnation that

rests upon those who disregard God's warning: whether
we take that name by careless praying, or by careless

reading of the Word of God, or by careless profession

of Christianity, or by profanity or frivolity, the

condemnation rests just the same. Were there no
hereafter, this would not be so solemn, but the day of

vengeance is coming. " Be not deceived ; God is not
mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
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also reap." Do you believe the day of vengeance is

coming ? If not, read Daniel : "In the same hour
came forth ringers of a man's hand, and wrote over
against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall

of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of

the hand that wrote."

It is said of John Howard that, going into the

street, he buttoned up his pockets saying, " I always
do this when I am near swearing men ; for anyone
who will take God's name in vain is liable to take

something else."

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
deceitfully, falsely, or carelessly.

Praying and not meaning it is taking God's
name in vain. This is a most serious matter. We
repeat the Lord's Prayer carelessly, heartlessly, saying,
" Hallowed be Thy name," and at the very same
moment we are taking that name in vain. I almost
tremble when I hear people lightly saying the Lord's
Prayer. Praying is very serious business. We have
a right to pray and we are commanded to pray. It

is the arrangement of Almighty God for us to speak
with Him. It is a solemn, serious, and eternal

business.

I once heard a man pray, " Oh, God, go Thou
out into the highways and hedges and compel them
to come in." Think how closely that verges on
blasphemy. Was it ever intended prayer should
make up for our laziness ? The scripture referred to

clearly directs the regular and real worshippers to go
out and insist on persons coming into the place of
prayer that God's House may be filled. And this

man had the awful audacity to ask Heaven to do his

work for him and permit his continued laziness. This
is dreadful.

On no account should we even mention the name
of the Lord except in truth and righteousness.
" Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by
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the name of Israel and are come forth out of the

waters of Judah ; which swear by the name of the

Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not

in truth nor in righteousness." The word " Name "

often stands for power. We are not to misuse power,

spiritual or any other, for God, or " The Name," is the

source of all power.

I think I am warranted in saying, without mental
reservation, the most remarkable prayer these two ears

ever listened to came from the gentle lips of an
orphan child. It was on this wise, if perchance I

may relate the story to the finish without the check
of tears, for if faithfully told it is a very tender tale.

Not far from my native village a revival service was
being conducted in a large brick church. The first

meeting that evening closed early and adjourned to

a benedictory service for inquirers in the commodious
lecture-hall below. Frosted glass doors partitioned

the room. Beyond these I invited inquirers to go, and
probably a full half-hundred went, including men and
women, boys and girls. Having passed myself in, I

pushed the frosted doors together. The first person

I met on entering was a lonely little orphan girl who
had professed conversion at the house of a friend

during the stormy morning of that self-same day. I

tenderly took her soft white hand and said, " Are you
a Christian ? " " Yes " she softly answered. " Is your
father a Christian ? " She looked up at me with her

great blue eyes, and I watched the dew of heaven
fall upon them. " I have no father," came the

pathetic reply. "Is your mother a Christian ? " And
then—but how shall I describe could I imitate that

painfully plaintive voice, hot salt tears would come
adown your hardest cheeks. " I have no mother."
" Sweet orphan child," I said, " will you pray ? " " Yes,

sir." She knelt, she clasped her hands, her angelic

face glowed with a supernatural beauty as she offered

without timidity or hesitation this very marvellous
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prayer :
u Father, help me to do as I'm told, for Jesus'

sake." An infidel who had not for years had such
moisture on his cheeks wiped tears from his eyes.

The orphan girl with the golden hair had wrought a

miracle. Would'st pray ? Go to Jesus in Gethsemane,
or to the fatherless, motherless bonnie lassie— I care

not which—and you will learn to pray. " Father, help

me to do as I am told (in Thy Book), for Jesus' sake."

That is prayer.

Let us pray.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy

God deceitfully, falsely, or carelessly.



The Fourth Word of the Ten
Commandments

' £ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six

days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work : but

the seventh day is a Sabbath unto the Lord thy

God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor

thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor

thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger

that is within thy gates : for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in

them is, and rested the seventh day : wherefore the

Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it."

The Sabbath is the oldest monument on this

planet. This colossal memorial was erected by
Almighty God as soon as the foundations of the

earth were dry, and has ever since been perpetuated

by man. It is more enduring than polished granite

shafts, and has lasted better than the pyramids of the

Nile. " Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,"

was spoken by the Creator of the sun, moon, stars,

and man, and was also written by Him. The Sabbath
was made to order. It was made after man, and for

man ; therefore he should have it. It is not a misfit.

It will fit a man, it was made for man. Let him have
it ; let him that stole steal no more.

There are two views about the Sabbath day.
Luther, the heroic reformer and leader of the mighty
reformation which began in Germany and swept over

Christendom, considered the Sabbath a Jewish ordin-

56
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cnce, instituted by Moses and abolished by Christ;

bat nobody has yet been able to show me in the

Bible where Christ repealed this fourth law. The
result is, Germany never has had a Sabbath day.

Ho y could the Sabbath be for the Jews ? There
were no Jews in Paradise. Abraham was the first Jew.

John Knox, the vigorous hero of the Reformation

in Scotland, held the Sabbath to be of divine origin,

dating from Paradise and destined to benefit the

race for all time ; hence the homeland of Knox has

had the purest Sabbath on earth. Clearly Knox
was right.

This is the only commandment with the word
remember in it. " Remember " suggests there is

danger of forgetting the Sabbath day. No command-
ment is more easily forgotten. The Sabbath is a

great gift, and one should not only remember the gift

but also the Giver. He gave no gifts but what were

good for the human race, and this is one of His very

best gifts. It is direct from the hands of God. The
Sabbath is not found in nature ; it came from the God
who is behind and upholds nature. The revolution

of the earth on its axis governs the day, the moon
going around this planet furnishes the month, and
the revolution of the earth in its orbit gives us the

year; but no natural phenomenon provides the

division into weeks. It is by revelation, it is divine !

France tried one day in ten and failed, and finally

returned to the divine appointment of time, one in

seven.

The very fact that we are told to remember the

Sabbath day clearly shows that the Sabbath existed

before the commandments were written. Indeed, I

am inclined to believe that the Sabbath was kept in

the Garden of Eden, and that it has been in force ever

since the creation of the first human being. The
Sabbath is the oldest institution on this planet.
It is older than the family, the Church and the State.
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Immediately the world was created the Sabbath was
appointed.

Adam, the first gardener, learned three things in

Paradise—work, rest, and marriage. When he came
out of Paradise he brought two institutions with him
—marriage and the Sabbath. Upon these two being
properly kept depends the success or failure of

Christendom, and any attack upon these two funda-

mental institutions is an attack upon Christendom
as such.

The word " remember * suggests also that, among
the faculties of the mind, memory is one of the most
useful, most dangerous, and most wonderful. Locke
says, " Without memory, man is a perpetual infant."

No one knows exactly what memory is. But the

Supreme Being appeals to it when He says :
" Re-

member that the Lord redeemed thee. Remember all

the commandments of the Lord to do them, and be
holy unto your God."

But we are to remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy. First, a man should Work. " Six days
shalt thou labour," is a strong and urgent command.
It means six days each week, not six days in a life-

time, which is what some people are figuring on. " Is

the wealthy man to work ? " Yes
;
Jesus Christ, who

owned a star, said, " My father worketh hitherto, and
I work." A man who never works is unfitted for

worship.

Augustus built an Apragapolis, a city void of

business ; but I am sure God never erected any city

or family to that end.
" Six days thou shalt work, but the seventh day

thou shalt rest ; in earing time and in harvest thou
shalt rest." Thomson writes well, " Ease and alternate

labour, useful life " ; as also Victor Hugo, " While I

live it is my duty to produce." Lord Bacon says,
" Man must know that in this theatre of human life it

remaineth only to God and angels to be lookers-on."
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Carlyle said, " Two men I honour and no third.

First, the toil-worn craftsman that, with earth-made
implements, laboriously conquers the earth and makes
her man's. The second man I honour, and still more
highly, him who is seen toiling for the spiritually

indispensable, not daily bread but the bread of life."

Ruskin writes, " The law of nature is that a certain

quantity of work is necessary to produce a certain

quantity of good of any kind whatever."

Does this commandment include cultured ladies

of delicate tastes and money to supply every whim ?

Yes. No one in health of body and mind is excused.
" Pray, of what did your brother die ? " said Spinola

to Vere. " He died, sir, of having nothing to do."

The Turks have a saying, " A busy man is troubled

with one devil, but the idle man with a thousand."

Some people are lazy and cry off from work at the

approach of the slightest ailment, but ease is their

chief disease. "Be not simply good, be good for

something" (Thoreau). That some people escape

obedience to the command, "Thou shalt work," is

" the saddest fact in sociology." Work, yes, " work,

for the night is coming ; work, for the need is great."

There is many a needy person and needy cause.

Laziness means moral laxity. All decent people

work, and working tends to keep them decent. The
ancients said that labour was the price the gods set on
everything of value. The man who strives to amass
a fortune and then do nothing, will find himself dead.

Faith without works is dead, and men and women
without works are dead, mentally, morally, and
spiritually now, and physically soon—and the sooner

the better, for then their decaying bodies will at least

enrich the soil. You must work to worship suitably.

Ruskin says, " Truth is never learned by arguing, but

by working and observing." Thank God for necessity,

for " necessity is the mother of exertion."

Second, a man should Worship. I consider
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this commandment of the very greatest importance,

because this is humanity's busiest time. I cannot
think it will ever be possible for humanity to be
busier than to-day. If there were ever a time when
we should respect two fundamental things, Sabbath
and marriage, it is at this busy time.

Byron called London " one superb menagerie," and
it is what all Christendom has become. There is no
rest or peacefulness now in civilisation, and I hold

that considerable nervousness is due to the failure to

keep holy the whole Sabbath.

I believe with Lord Clive in the " vitality of effort,"

and with another in "iron bars and perspiration,"

but no time is lost whetting the scythe. Complete
relaxation is required—we are fast wearing out, each
hard strain shortens life. As Sir Henry Thompson
once said at the end of a difficult operation, " There's

another nail in my coffin."

Hawthorne says, " The world should recline its vast

head on the first convenient pillow, and take an age-

long nap. It has gone distracted through a morbid
activity."

The Lord giveth you on the six days the bread for

seven days. If you cannot make a living by keeping
this commandment, you cannot by breaking it. Ma,
king of West Saxons, ordered, in 693 A.D., four years

after his kingdom became Christian, that, if a slave

was found working on Sunday by his master's order,

he was to become free.

Lord Beaconsfield said, " Of all divine institutions,

the most divine is that which secures a day of rest for

man. I hold it to be the most valuable blessing

conceded to men. It is the corner-stone of all

civilisation, and its removal might affect even the

health of the people." Both Homer and Hesiod
praise the seventh day. In the days of the Children

of Israel's wandering in the wilderness, even manna
was withheld on the Sabbath day.
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Six days ye shall gather it ; but on the seventh day,

which is the sabbath, in it there shall be none. And it

came to pass, that there went out some of the people on
the seventh day for to gather, and they found none.

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to

keep My commandments and My laws ? See, for that

the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore He giveth

you on the sixth day the bread of two days ; abide ye
every man in his place, let no man go out of his place

on the seventh day. So the people rested on the

seventh day.

While parliaments and legislatures have no right

to force men to be religious, it is the privilege of

every properly constituted government to preserve

itself. It is largely by means of the Sabbath that

Christianity continues and progresses. See what
Nehemiah did when he was reforming abuses.

In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine-
presses on the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and
lading asses ; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all

manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem
on the sabbath day : and I testified against them in the

day wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt men of
Tyre also therein, which brought fish and all manner
of ware, and sold on the sabbath unto the children of

Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I contended with the

nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing

is this that ye do, and profane the sabbath day ? Did
not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this

evil upon us, and upon this city? yet ye bring more
wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath. And it

came to pass that, when the gates of Jerusalem began
to be dark before the sabbath, I commanded that the

gates should be shut, and charged that they should not
be opened till after the sabbath ; and some of my
servants set I at the gates, that there should no burden
be brought in on the sabbath day. So the merchants
and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem
once or twice. 1

Keep the Sabbath day. You must have it in

your possession, else you cannot fill it with holy

1 Neh. xiii.
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thoughts and actions. Keep it, hold on to it ; don't

let infidels and divers skallawags go off with it.

Guard it, have it in a strong place, surround it with

walls of laws, with living legions of informed and
consecrated mortals. If you surrender the Sabbath,

the citadel, the stronghold, the key to the battle is

gone, there remains little hope.

Hear what some of the greatest authorities have

said as to the value of the Sabbath :

—

Daniel Webster: "The longer I live, the more
highly do I estimate the Christian Sabbath, and the

more grateful do I feel toward those who impress its

importance on the community."
Justice McLean: "Where there is no Christian

Sabbath there is no Christian morality, and without

this, free institutions cannot long be sustained."

Adam Smith :
" The Sabbath as a political in-

stitution is of inestimable value, independently of its

claim to divine authority."

Blackstone :
" A corruption of morals usually

follows a profanation of the Sabbath."

Milton makes Adam say: "God hath set labour

and rest as day and night to men successive."

"Keep it holy." How much of it? Not a few

hours of the day, but the whole day. By what pro-

cess do you make the day shorter than any other?

The Sabbath day is to be as long as Monday or

Thursday, and to be holy all the time.

The Lord blessed for them the day and hallowed

it, and in the Lord's Prayer it says, "Hallowed be Thy
name." There are two hallowed things, the Sabbath
and the Name of God. The Sabbath is marked off

from the other days of the week. It is the rest after

six days of work, the preparation for the six days of

work which are to follow. It is the oasis of life. In
fhis age, when the desire for money is so intense,

many are inclined to use the holy day for the purpose
of making money faster. That is nothing new. It
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was so in the days of Amos. " When will the new
moon be gone that we may sell corn, and the sabbath
that we may set forth wheat?" Persons who would not
dream of dealing in stocks and bonds on the Sabbath,
will spend the day studying quotations and working
out schemes for cornering the market. The teaching
of Hudibras is false:

—

For what is worth in anything,
But so much money as 'twill bring.

There are many things which cannot be estimated
in coins—kindness, tenderness, the love of a child,

and Sabbath rest.

The sound of the "guinea-pig" is heard in the
land, indeed in all lands, save only Pigmy-land.
Let it cease on the seventh day. In my own
country, where there is, I am sorry to say, consider-

able desecration of the Sabbath, the President of the
United States has his day of rest protected by the
American Constitution. He is permitted to have
ten days for the consideration of a Bill before
attaching his signature; but the Sundays are ex-
cepted, they are not counted ; and Sundays should be
always excepted in all matters of labour, and the day
kept holy. .

In keeping the day holy, church should be attended.
The new line of thought suggested by the sermon, the
songs, and the prayers is restful and helpful. Proper
literature should be read during that day at home.
The family should be kept together during the day,
attending church as a family. How beautiful to see
father, mother, and children together in service, read-
ing together as a family, and eating together as a
family ! Prevent the disintegration of the family.

There should be no breaking up of the family on
God's day. Then is the time for the study of the
Word of God and for prayer and for holy medita-
tion.
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On this rest day there is to be rest of body,
rest of soul, and rest of spirit.

First, as to the rest of the body. The two most
prosperous nations on this planet are Great Britain

and the United States. Where shall we find on the

globe so much energy, steadiness, success, public con-

fidence, morality, and good government as in these two
countries ? Why is this ? Because of the observance
of the Sabbath. Great Britain and the United States,

with all their sins, are the two most Sabbath-keeping
nations on earth. They have given up seven years of

good working days in the last fifty years to keeping
the Lord's day holy. And these Sabbath-observing

people form the most powerful nations in history.

Dr Farre says, " Although the night apparently

equalises the circulation, yet it does not sufficiently

restore its balance for the attainment of a long life

;

hence, one day in seven by the bounty of Providence
is thrown in as a day of compensation, to perfect by
its repose the animal system." The heart should be
favoured, for it beats thirty million times a year.

Avoid the possibility of Epictetus' description of

himself as " a spirit bearing about a corpse " being true

of you.

There should be no using of railway or tram-cars

on the Sabbath day. Give the working man his

Sabbath
;
go to church on foot, or if you drive take a

Jew horse, one that rests on Saturday. But your
particular church is too far off? That is just the point.

This will help us to worship God rather than man.
It is not necessary for you to go a great distance to

hear a great preacher
;
go to the little chapel round

the corner and help to make it a success. As Talmage
says, " Our bodies are seven-day clocks which need
to be wound up, and if they are not wound up they

run down into the grave." No man can continuously

break the Sabbath and preserve his physical and
mental health. Ask old men, and they will tell you
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they never knew a man who continuously broke the

Sabbath who did not fail in mind, body, or moral
principles. If you don't wind up your watch, it will

point wrongly.

The soul should rest and reflect. A quiet day is

needed to take account of soul-stock. Don't let time
accumulate on your hands. Throw out the Sunday
newspaper, or rather throw it into the fire. The real

sin in the Sunday newspaper is not in the supply but
in the demand—not so much in the printing of it as

the reading of it ! Don't discuss the question as to

when printed, but when is it read? The demand
causes and regulates the supply. One purpose of the

Sabbath is to educate the conscience of the community
and preserve Christianity. The Sunday paper is less

efficient in that than the Holy Bible ! In Newcastle,
the capital of the North, the Sunday newspaper is

purchased by one person in every 9J, and in many
parts of America it is read instead of the Bible. The
power of the press is mighty for good or evil.

The Sunday newspaper is the sewer used to dump
the filth of the week into the homes of the people
on the Lord's day. Blot the Sunday paper out of
existence. Merchants, do not advertise in the Sunday
papers ; and ladies, look up bargains on Monday !

A man had been visiting Fez or another city in

Morocco, and reported what an admirable water-supply
it had, probably come down from Roman days.

Another traveller independently visited the same city,

and said that its system of sewers was a model to any
town in Christendom. A visitor who had posted
himself up in both these travellers found that each had
told half the truth. There was an admirable water-
supply, and an admirable system of sewers, but the
same pipes did double duty. The Sunday paper does
double duty. It gets hold of the religious man by
reporting a sermon or two—really good pure water,

if only you could keep it apart from the other stuff in

5
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the pipes. Covetousness is the reason or cause of the

Sunday newspaper. Covetous men always dislike

restraint. Street-car companies and Sunday news-

papers are controlled by men capable of making a

living six days in the week. There would be an
excuse for an idiot working on Sunday.

In America, railway men are breaking down with

softening of the brain and other troubles. There
should be rest of body and rest of soul and rest of

spirit on the rest day.

Remember that Death and the Sabbath level

all men. On the Sabbath there is neither master nor

labourer—fit emblem of The Land-of-the-Hereafter,

the rest that remaineth. The Fourth Command-
ment contains the word "servant." The servant

problem was recognised by Almighty God very

early in the history of the human race. The
world's greatest servant was Jesus Christ, who
said, " I came not to be ministered unto, but to

minister."

I like to visit charming Crieff, not only because

of the skilful physician Meikle, the delightful associa-

tions, and the Grampian Hills, but the servants are

kind. God thought of the servants when writing the

foundation law of human society. God orders you to

provide Sabbaths for your servants !

Don't visit on the Sabbath, for you kill the day
for yourself and others. Sunday parties and dinners

are of the devil. Some who will not work will have
pleasure. St Austin long ago said, " It is better to

plough on the Sabbath than to dance." Theodosius
rightly forbade all stage-play and gymnastic exhibi-

tions on the Lord's day. I am reminded of a boy
who wanted a Sunday drum—the influence of the

so-called sacred concert.
" To-morrow, Johnny, is your birthday. What

shall I get you for a present ?
"

Johnny (who had attended the Sunday sacred
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concert) :
" A drum—one of the sacred kind I can

play on Sunday."

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath,

From doing thy pleasure on My holy day
;

And call the sabbath a delight, and the holy of the Lord
honourable

;

And shalt honour Him, not doing thine own ways,
Nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own

words,
Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord :

And I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the

earth,

And feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father :

For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Get into holy habits. Here are three doctors
;

see what they say. Dr Johnson says, " The diminutive

chains of habit are seldom heavy enough to be felt

till they are too strong to be broken." Dr Luke
says, " As His custom was, He went into the syna-

gogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read."

Dr Whately says, " Habits are formed not at one
stroke, but gradually and insensibly, so that, unless

vigilant care be employed, a great change may come
over the character without our being conscious of

any." "Sow an act, and you reap a habit; sow a

habit, and you reap a character ; sow a character, and
you reap a destiny." 1

Form holy habits, they will tow you over many a
dangerous shoal. I think about the future—eternity.

The Sabbath is a sample of eternity. No man was
ever lost on a straight road. One day in seven

put divers questions to yourself, such as, Where
did I come from ? What am I ? Where am I going ?

Who will run this planet after I move off? God
is a spirit, and we need a spiritual day. I like

to cut up the old English word " worship " into

its two original words, "worth" and "shape." We
1 George Dana Boardman.
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must get into a shape worthy of God. Our physical,

mental, moral, spiritual natures are to have a worthy
shape. I hear Jesus say, " Father, into Thy hands I

commend My spirit." The spirit had been moulded
and fashioned to fit the clean, illuminated hands of

the Father. That is worship, the fitting of the spirit

for the Spirit-Land ! God help us to worship, to take
on a worthy shape ! God says, live upstairs one day
in seven. Away from mortgages, farms, bonds,

horse trades, balls, both " full" dress and pitched, and
develop your highest nature. Man, move up ! On
Sunday take time to get into good company, that of

the angels, cherubim, seraphim, Christ, God

!

Let the poor go to the parks, you say ; run Sunday
trains for the poor to visit the parks and watering-

places ! I say, Pay more wages, so that they will

cease to be poor, and each may have a few blades of

grass of his own !

If this one day in seven is kept holy, then the world
will be sober for one day. Drink is the curse of the

northern countries. During a century the world has

never for a day been sober. Alcohol is both the product

and curse of civilisation. Fully 70,000 drunkards die

every year in Yankee-land—a frightful mortality,

when it is remembered that no drunkard can enter

the Kingdom of Heaven. Let men be sober one day
and listen to what God says, for the Jewish proverb

reads, " Where Satan cannot go in person he sends

wine." Close the saloons on Sunday. There can be
no holy day with the unholy grog-shops open.

There were 1550 babies smothered in bed in England
and Wales in one year by mothers overlying them
when drunk. Most of the cases were from Saturday
night to Monday morning. The murder of the inno-

cents ! In Manchester one Monday morning there

were six smother cases.

Liquor dealers all over the world are the enemies of

the human race. They are thieves robbing humanity.
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Lord Chesterfield called them " artists in human
slaughter."

" I am deeply convinced that the evils of intemper-

ance can never cease till the virtuous in society shall

unite in pronouncing the man who attempts to

accumulate wealth by dealing out poison and death
to his neighbour, as infamous.

" There is just as much difference in the moral
world between temperance and the liquor traffic as

between a dove and a hawk in the animal kingdom.
" Intemperance cannot be cured by legislation or

by sermons. The rum-seller is the root of the evil,

and until it is made a crime to sell intoxicating

beverages, intemperance will continue to exist." 1

" A highwayman from his lurking-place springs

into your path, and presenting a pistol to your head,
demands, 4 Your money or your life.' But what is

the language of the liquor-seller, as he passes over
the counter his infernal poison ? ' Your money and
your life.

'

" I am neither a crank nor a saint. I simply want
the man who will sell liquor put in State's prison for

it, and the fellow who will drink it shut up in an
insane asylum ; but I wouldn't for the world have
you think I am at all radical on this question." 2

But, to be specific in reference to the command-
ment, the liquor dealers are in a conspiracy to steal the
world's rest day.

But, you say, I do not get tipsy. I drink moderately.
Is it right to drink at all? Yes, a little. But is it

right to steal a little, to lie a little, to break the
Seventh Commandment a little? and is it right to

drink a little ? Who became a drunkard but he who
began with a little ? and who ever did a great wrong
without at first a little evil thinking ?

Prevention is better than cure—the appetite for

1 Wendell Phillips.
2 Hon. W. T. Price, Member of Congress from Wisconsin.
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drink may smoulder in the system. Keep the

Sabbath day holy, that is, sober, and prevent a
mountain of sin. " Alcohol is not included in the
scheme of life," and " I would rather give the poor
drunkard his last glass to allay the terrible thirst

that maddens him, than give him the first glass that

lays the foundation of the appetite that leads him to

destruction."

To keep the day holy the people should be holy,

have the Sabbath spirit. A boy was told to carry a
bundle under his coat to a neighbour's on the Sabbath
so that nobody would see it He said, " Isn't it

Sabbath under my coat ?
"

Why sanctify the Sabbath day ? Because God is

love. He keeps cruel masters from overworking the
poor. " Atheism would sweep away that great time-

symbol of the tender compassion of the Father of
men." Because of the Creator's example. We can
create nothing except sin. We are simply copyists,

imitators. Because God commands it. Because He
blessed it.

Tertullian speaks of Sunday as a day of joy, and
Mark says, " They went into Capernaum ; and
straightway on the sabbath day He entered into the

synagogue, and taught." Here we find a hint as to

how our Lord used the Sabbath day, and He certainly

knew how to use it. Dr Luke clearly shows that

there are to be no funerals on Sunday :
" And they

returned, and prepared spices and ointments ; and
rested the Sabbath day according to the com-
mandment."

Certain work is permissible on the Sabbath—for

instance, works of emergency and works of necessity.

Under the head of works of emergency are such
things as accidents and the coming of storms.

Moody tells us of a Christian man who was urged
by his employer to work on Sunday. "Does not
your Bible say that if your ass falls into a pit on the
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Sabbath, you may pull him out ? " " Yes," replied

the other, " but if the ass had the habit of falling into

the same pit every Sabbath, I would either fill up the

pit or sell the ass."

Lord Macaulay, in Parliament, said :
" We are not

poorer, but richer, because we have through many ages

rested from our labour one day in seven. That day
is not lost. While industry is suspended, while the

plough lies in the furrow, while the exchange is

silent, while no smoke ascends from the factory, a

process is going on quite as important to the wealth

of nations as any process which is performed on more
busy days. Man, the machine of machines, the

machine compared with which all the contrivances

of the Watts and Arkwrights are worthless, is re-

pairing and winding up, so that he returns to his

labours on the Monday with clearer intellect, with

livelier spirits, with renewed corporal vigour. Never
will I believe that what makes a population stronger

and healthier and wiser and better, will ultimately

make it poorer." Voltaire was quite right when he
said that he could never succeed in destroying

Christianity unless he destroyed Sunday. Hogarth
was true to nature when, in delineating the " Rake's
Downward Progress," which ends at the gallows, he
begins with a picture of the idle apprentice playing

at marbles on a tombstone during divine service.

Christ said the Sabbath day was made for man
;

then man should have the Sabbath. If it was made
for him, it is his, and every man has a right to this

rest day by the laws of God, and should have it by
the laws of State.

The son and daughter shall rest, so shall the man-
servant and the maidservant and the cattle, and the

stranger—these shall all rest. It does not say any-
thing about a man's wife; I suppose she is to rest

also. What would become of our churches and Bible

schools were there no rest day ? It seems to me that
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in this age of the world one of the devil's chief tricks

is to rob Christendom of a holy day in seven. Do
not waste the Sabbath. Use the hours for prayer
and holy meditation, studying the Bible, and especially

to help some person to begin the Christian life.

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
" The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."



The Fifth Word of the Ten
Commandments

" Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy

days may. be long upon the land which the Lord thy

God giveth thee.'
1

This is the only commandment with a time limit.

The Fourth Commandment, like most of the others,

will run out when this old world gives out. But the

Fifth Commandment generally runs out during our
lifetime. The queer thing about it is that there was
a time when it did not hold. There was a time
when it would have been no use giving it, when
people could not possibly have obeyed it. What
would have been the good of saying, Honour thy
father and thy mother, to Adam or to Eve ? " Yet
(you say) Adam lived 930 years, so his days were
certainly long ; and he got the promise without
obeying the command." If you must stick to the

letter, be exact ; he was turned out of the Garden of
Eden, and made to work hard elsewhere ; and the

promise is for long life in the land which God gives.

He neither obeyed the command nor had the promise.

Can you interpret the legend F F V ? A railway

company in the Old Dominion appropriates it for a
crack express, the Fast Flying Virginian. It has
a deeper and more honoured meaning, the First

Families of Virginia. I make it stand for a deeper
truth still, the First Family was Vicious. It is

because of that melancholy fact that the Fifth Com-
73
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mandment and all the others became necessary. If

Adam and Eve had postponed eating that apple a

few centuries, there might have been other good
parents whose children would have honoured them
without being told. As it is, things went wrong
before any children appeared.

Before children appear ! That is the time when
you should begin seeing to this and every other

command. The question of man and woman lies

back of the question of parent and child. Once upon
a time an ocean greyhound lay lazily at single anchor

in Queenstown Harbour. - The day was fair, the sun

shone bright, and none but a dyspeptic could have

found heart to be at variance with the blithe spirit of

that exquisite bit of early Irish summer. It is the

custom, as many travellers know full well, for small

craft to put out on the arrival of an ocean-going

steamer, especially such as are destined for Yankee
shores, laden with native fabrics ; the vendors may
not come aboard the ship, so they seek out a kindly

face on deck, fling up a thin rope, attach a home-made
wicker basket, and having decked it with suitable

articles of finery, bid the bidding passenger draw
it up.

Now on this occasion it was myself who was leaning

over the rail, watching with humorous interest the

typical proceedings. A fellow - voyager not yet

mellowed by age, but full to the brim, and running

over with mischief and money, hauled up the tempting
creations. He held them out one by one for the

price with full spirit of barter. Then, in a ridiculous

effort to imitate the Irish brogue which set the

travellers all a-giggling and more, called over the gun-

wale, " I say, Bridget me darlin', Bridget me love, sure

and bejaber, will ye take 'Merican money?"
The quick wit of the Irish woman did not forsake

her, for as sudden as lightning, with all the bland

smile of concentrated blarney, she shouted up the side
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of the ship, " Och, man, dear me, honey, I'll take ony
kind of money except matrimony !

" Roars of

laughter greeted the sally, and " Bridget me darlin'

"

sold all her silks and shillelahs

!

It will be a sad day for the world when what she

said in jest is asserted in earnest. Cicero said,

" Friendship is the only thing in the world concerning
the usefulness of which all mankind is agreed," and
that is the supreme affection which joins hand in

hand, heart to heart. Lord Peterborough said of

Fenelon, " I could not be long with him without

becoming a Christian " ; and so let us hope it will ever

be that holy companionship will develop kindred
feelings, and the sample of Christian homes never

grow less, because God has ordained that the human
race should be trained in groups.

As says the author of How to be Happy though
Married, " The problem of the union of man and
woman must always remain the supreme and central

question of society." This commandment certainly

suggests love, courtship, and marriage, questions

which at one time or another have had some interest

for most people. This is a very momentous and
entrancing trio. 1 am impelled to insert a parenthesis

of warning. Honesty should prevail in courtship as

everywhere ! Dr Johnson acted wisely with the

widow he proposed to wed. He told her plainly that

he came of humble family, had no money, that one
of his uncles had been hanged. She replied that she
had no money, and that although none of her relations

had been hanged, several ought to be ! A home, a

happy Christian home, is likest heaven of anything on
this planet.

The first family was not a success, perhaps
because the parents had not been made out of babies.

After Adam and his wife had been made full-grown,

then the Creator began a new method for getting

men and women. The new plan was to make men
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and women out of babies. On a busy street in New
York City, a small boy got in the way of a rather

pompous man who was making great haste. Rudely
pushing the lad aside, he gruffly said, " Get out of the

way. What are you good for, anyhow ? " To which
the ragged urchin gave a ready and philosophical

reply, " Mister, they make men out of chaps like me !

"

It was quite right, there is now no other process for

making men but out of boy babies.

The new plan was to make all mature persons out

of babies, but the first effort was not a great success.

The very first baby grew up into a murderer, and the

second was murdered by him. The Commandments
are still needed, for, as Solomon says, " Foolishness is

bound up in the heart of a child." Hence parents are

of the greatest possible value. Victor Hugo says,
" He who opens a school closes a prison/' and he who
conducts a home after the teaching of Christ opens
heaven. How true are the words of Franklin, " What
keeps one vice would bring up two children." I am
profoundly impressed by the fact that God's plan for

perpetuating the race relieves the little children from
any responsibility. The parents bear all the responsi-

bility of the early years.

Notice how this command mentions both
father and mother. A lady I know is fond of

telling her husband that Paul bids fathers not
provoke their children to wrath, but says nothing
about the mothers, for he felt sure they needed no
telling. It is strange how mothers often get left out

of the reckoning. You look at the average pedigree

a man boasts of, and as likely as not he just knows
an odd female ancestor here and there, but may be
able to run back his male parentage a few centuries.

Now my experience is that a man has as many
women forebears as men, and that on the whole they
are nearly as important as the men. It does not
always happen that the mothers get as well treated
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as the fathers, yet it does sometimes. They say

extremes meet, and I know two sets of people among
whom women are very well off. America is the

paradise of women, where the men slave all day to

let their wives and daughters—or other people's

daughters—have a good time. America is pretty

well up in the scale of civilisation, and the pigmies

are pretty well down. Now in the edge of the Pigmy
Forest, in the heart of Africa, I found a tribe of

cannibals who never eat women. Is this chivalry ?

No, it is economy ; the women do the hard work, and
they would no more eat them than we would eat a

horse or a steam-engine. Professor Flinders Petrie

has unearthed a most remarkable instance of Africans

who kept this commandment in a special way. Be-

fore the Egyptians came to Egypt, other people lived

there, and they seem to have had singular customs.

It looks as if, when a man died, his relatives had a

funeral feast, at which they paid honour to him by
eating part of him. The method was original, but

the sentiment was in good taste.

Indeed, in many ages and in many parts of the

world men have seen the propriety of this command-
ment, and have made special provision for punishing

any violation of it. In my long journey across China,

I not only found great respect paid to parents, but at

Talifu I heard how they dealt with parricides. A
special death called Ling Chi is provided for them.

Outside the city, the murderer of his father is bound
to a post for the convenience of the executioner, and
gagged lest the spectators should be disturbed. A
vast crowd gathers to watch the executioner whet
his knife. He makes a slit in the skin over the

eyebrow, draws it down and binds it to the cheek.

Then he gashes the nostril and lays it open to the

wind. So he continues in the spirit of the title of

this form of death, cutting into 10,000 pieces, till

sooner or later, according to the size of the bribe
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given by the victim, he plunges his knife into the

heart.

The old Romans had a summary method, and used
to drown father-slayers in a sack. We have lately

heard how the laws of Babylonia were codified about
the time of Abraham, and there two special arrange-

ments were made to mark the horror of a man who
was ungrateful to his parents. Indeed, if a man
disowned even his foster-father, his tongue was to be
cut out ; if he threw him over, even to go back to the

father who had boarded him out, then his eye was to

be plucked out. And if he only forgot himself so far

as to strike his father, it was the last use he would
ever make of his fingers.

When we look at the state of things in that family
which came out from the land of Hammurabi, we find

a deep respect paid to parents. Abram waited to

close the eyes of his aged father before he went to the

land of promise. Isaac trusted his father enough to

die if need be, or to let him choose his wife for him

—

and that needed more courage, surely. Esau loved
his father so that he intended to let him die in peace
before he would kill Jacob. Jacob cheated his father

;

he was the exception, and dearly he paid for it ; he
had to flee for years. Joseph, even when lord of
Egypt, went to meet his father, and provided for him
in his old age.

So it was no new thing when the children of Israel

heard the Voice from the mountain-top; and they
carried out the command in the letter and the spirit.

Moses went to meet and honour not simply his

father, but his father-in-law. Ruth went further, and
declined to part with her mother-in-law. When
David was going into exile, he saw carefully to the
safety of his father and mother.

If ever there was anybody who might be supposed
exempt from this command, it was the Lord Jesus.

Son of God, He naturally looked up to God as His
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Father. Yet before He stepped out on His public

career, and while yet He was a boy at home, we read

expressly that He went down with Joseph and Mary
to Nazareth and was subject to them. And even

when He hung in agony on the cross, crowning His

life-work for mankind by His death for all men, He
yet remembered to care for His mother and gave her

to the keeping of her nephew, the beloved disciple

John.
Here then we have a command sanctioned by the

precept and example of our Lord. How do we
keep it ?

Yes, how have we kept it ? Is it any good looking

at the past? Much, if it makes us ashamed, and
readier to alter. And perhaps, though I am not

speaking to children, you have your father and
mother yet alive, and with hearts still asking for some
token of honour and love.

The Chinese never forget their parents. With
them, this duty stands not fifth, but first. " Pay due
regard to filial and fraternal duties in order to em-
phasise social relations." " Respect kindred in order

to display the excellence of harmony." 1 And if this

command is ever disobeyed, public opinion allows the

slighted father to destroy the monster. When I came
over the lofty plateau of Chow Tung, I found a family

in which one member had been a gambler. The father

had vainly tried to stop him, but he was dissipating

the patrimony and would not heed. The father

warned him, and being slighted, he strangled the

disobedient and spendthrift son. This was quite

legal. On the other hand, if a man earns some
credit, it redounds not to his children, who may turn

out rascals or worthless or ordinary, but to his par-

ents, whose training is thus proved to be excellent.

So he and his ancestors are ennobled.

Age should make no difference here ; but how
1 A Yankee on the Yangtze, p. 81.
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rarely do we find the public honour paid by sons to

their aging parents ! Benjamin West was once asked
what made him a great painter ; his reply was short

but pregnant with meaning—" My mothers kiss."

When President Garfield was being inaugurated in

the presence of the vast multitude, after he had taken
the oath of office as Executive of the great American
Republic, he turned and kissed his mother. A beauti-

ful thing, but all too rare among us.

I have heard sons and daughters use words and
actions to their parents "that would have made
Quintilian stare and gasp."

We too often look with fond, even undiscriminating,

affection on our children, and the parents are some-
times regarded as back numbers. On opposite sides

of the Pacific are two places of education that show
the different points of view. A wealthy couple had
formed great hopes of their son, and when he died
prematurely, they founded a great school of learning

with the remarkable name, Leland Stanford, Junior,

University. Westward from California some English
lovers of learning founded a seminary, which they
dedicated to their parents, the Gotch-Robinson College.

And this instance of honouring father and mother
appealed at once to the Chinese and helped fill the

halls. That is a fine memorial, better than a brass

tablet or a ton of stone in the cemetery; a school
where more children shall be trained to love and
revere their parents.

If this were a children's meeting, I could say much
more ; but let me show you older people how this

commandment has a special meaning for you. How
can you help your children to fulfil it ?

First of all, as Mrs Glasse did not say, catch your
hare. Or in your case, provide the children. Have
you seen the recent returns of the Registrar-General,
how they show that the birth-rate is diminishing?
That is not balanced by the fact that the death-rate
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is increasing. Do you know that there are plague-

spots in a few cities where a third of the children die

in infancy ? President Roosevelt and others say we
are seeing a new crime, Race-suicide. Some husbands
and wives won't have children ; others are too selfish

or too ignorant to rear them. If you can't make a

silk purse out of a sow's ear, you certainly can't make
a father-knowing child out of a deceased infant

!

What did God seek when he gave Adam a com-
panion? A godly seed. Start then by providing

the raw material.

Then while the baby is too young to understand
words, let it see loving looks and hear kindly tones.

If the child is to honour father and mother, let the

father honour the mother, and let the mother honour
the father. If your boy is to honour you, you must
be honoured by one another, and honourable. The
children are great detectives, you can't long deceive

them. This question was given a class of boys in

arithmetic, "If your father put a twenty-dollar bill

in your mother's lap and then put a ten-dollar bill on
top of it, what would your mother have ? " "A fit,"

shouted the lad.

See to it that the home does not belie your counsels.

Even in the most homely of homes, keep it neat and
clean. Learn to live on simple fare, set an example
of moderation in your eating and drinking and all

personal habits. Remember that a man always rides

to his grave, he never walks there. A smart censor
bids us go in less for pie and more for piety. Keep
the home modest, cheerful, and free from the shadow
of debt. If trouble does overtake you, don't cry over
spilt milk, go and milk another cow. Don't let the
children see you whine over any blow of fortune.

Keep the family together. A missionary had but
recently established Christianity in a cannibal island.

One day he found a savage with his baby dangling
over a fire roasting. Horror-struck, the missionary

6
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said, " Man, what are you doing ? " " Me eat him, me
keep family together !

"

Don't drink intoxicants. Plutarch says,
" Drunkards beget drunkards." Your children will do
largely as you do. Remember the famous Ros-
common county Irish proverb, " Cad, a dheunans mac
anchuit acht luch a mharbadh." What would the son

of a cat do but kill a mouse ?

Drink is a great enemy of the home. It is an
enemy of the home, of the soul, the body. Intoxi-

cants are not necessary for the body unless you want
to destroy it. As John G. Holland says, " Whisky
fills an hundred thousand homes with misery, and is

poisoning the blood of the generation."

Drink is a great enemy of the home where
the body dwells. Compare a drunkard's home
with an ideal home. Don't lend your home to the

drink habit. Keep all intoxicants out. Let it be
home, sweet home. Some will say, " Do have wine to

make the home popular." Nonsense

!

Some of the domestic evils of drunkenness are

houses without windows, gardens without fences, fields

without tillage, barns without roofs, children without
clothing, principles, morals, or manners.

—

Benjamin
Franklin.

Drink is the enemy of the final home. All

good people associate three words, mother, home, and
heaven. No drunkard shall enter the regions of
glory. Drink, infernal drink, populates the land of
night. It is infernal in its origin and destiny.

Drink leads to the breaking of this commandment.
In to-day's paper I read the sad news how a mother
died and the father neglected his little six-year-old

lad. The poor little fellow slept in an old trunk.

Drink makes many homeless, and breaks this com-
mandment.
Keep at home. If you are gadding night after

night to meetings, whether they be circuses or theatres
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or even church meetings, what do you know of home,
and how can the children value home ? The family-

came before the church; see that it is not elbowed
out of all its rights. If the children find that they

only see you at meals, when you read the paper, and
mother has to say, " Hush, Jenny, don't disturb your
father ! " how can Jenny honour you ? If Billy is left

to the poor maid-of-all-work, or bundled out into the

street, or tucked into bed at six, that you can go
round and see the Bare-backed Bouncer and other

freaks at the Hippodrome, then how do you expect

to win or keep Billy's love ? Do you think a sugar-

stick will make up for neglect ?

" The sentinel stars set their watch in the sky," and
parents are God's star-guides for the coming parents

who should mark and admire.

Train your children. God sent them to train

you ; don't miss the chance. You didn't make an
apple-pie the first time you saw apples and flour ; it

took some learning, and perhaps you spoiled a lot of

stuff first. Children are worth more than apples, and
to treat them properly does not come by the light of

nature. An old lady was very indignant at a young
teacher giving an opinion as to the bringing up of

children, and snorted, " What can a slip of a girl like

her know about them? I have had eight, and
buried them all

!

" There is much to learn about
rearing in decent health, but a lot more to learn to

train them for their part in the world and in the

Church of Christ. But if your children see you
denying yourself to give them their chance, if you
lay aside your book or your irritability or your sewing
to mend their toys or have an evening romp, then
they see your heart is wide enough for them, and
they will be able to honour you. Only don't be their

slave. Give them their share of the house duties

;

train them to work and not only to play, to help

others and not throw all their troubles on others.



84 " Honour thy father and thy mother
"

Love them, show them you love them, don't spoil

them.
You see this commandment is a sort of boomerang.

It says, Honour your father and mother, but it turns

out to mean, Be honourable, fathers or mothers. Yet,

after all, we have fathers and mothers of our own
before we have children of our own. And for most
of us perhaps they are still available for us to honour.

Honour their memory, anyhow, if they are gone.

Honour them still if they are here. When did you
call in last and spend the evening ? Is the old man
too deaf?—he will like to see you. When did you
send off the last letter—that was not begging for a

little help ? Did you remember the birthdays of the

old folk, or their wedding day? When you went
a-courting you did not wait for little excuses like that,

you were at it all the time to show your love. Don't

you love father and mother as much? A printer

invented a fine new text in a little Australian book
given me by William Howat, Esq., as I left those

shores :

—

u Let us lay aside every WAIT." Not a bad
motto ! Lay aside the waits, go right round to-night,

or call in and spend to-morrow evening with those

who denied themselves to give you your start in life.

Do you remember this is the commandment with

promise? Men's commands are generally straight

enough, and backed by threats. The railway by-

laws all seem to wind up with, Penalty, Forty Shillings.

God is kinder than that, and does not try to drive us

by bullying. But here He shows Himself a true

Father, and wins by love. " Honour thy father and
thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land."

That is father-like, that is God-like. And it can be

taken in the deepest sense : for if you honour your

Father which is in heaven, your days shall indeed be

long, for He grants life eternal.



The Sixth Word of the Ten
Commandments

" Thou shalt not kill"

" Thou shalt not kill " was spoken to the best

people on the planet at the time. It is preventive.

Is this commandment for the man who has committed
murder? Only incidentally ! It is for you. "Thou
shalt not kill." You have not thought to murder
anybody, and it seems of no practical purpose ; but
you need not slay a person to be a murderer, for in

God's sight you are a murderer if in your anger you
wish a person dead. The heart is what God looks at,

and He says that if you hate a person in your heart

you are a murderer.

The Bible contains this one commandment
concerning taking human life. It is the shortest of

the ten, containing but sixteen letters, that it may be
spoken quickly. It does not forbid the killing of
animals or birds for food or for certain other purposes.

For instance, Josephus tells of one Passover when
220,000 lambs were slain, and for centuries the blood
flowed almost continuously from the Temple area
in Jerusalem eastward toward the Dead Sea. On
the shore of the beautiful Lake of Galilee our Lord
ate fish, and at Jerusalem partook of the Passover
lamb.

During all my lengthy travels I have been provided
with firearms, but not even when crossing Darkest

8S
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Africa did I kill^an animal or a bird, except in self-

defence, or for food or scientific purposes. I do not
like to see a bird on a lady's hat ! In the Buddhist
Hell the punishment provided is according to the sin

committed, and the sportsman's eyes are pecked out

by the birds he has shot.

It does not forbid war ; for the children of Israel

received some pretty clear and urgent orders to go to

war after leaving the desert surrounding Mount Sinai.

Nor does it forbid the slaying of a burglar in the

act, for " if a thief be found breaking up, and he be
smitten that he die, there shall no blood be shed for

him." Nor does this sixth word forbid capital punish-

ment :
" He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall

be surely put to death."

I said it does not forbid war, but maybe other

Scripture does. The words of the Quaker poet speak
well :

—

No threat of man, no savage call

For vengeance on an erring brother,

But in their stead the Godlike plan

To teach the brotherhood of man
To love and reverence one another.1

Think now of the mystery of life ; the sacred-
ness of life ; the commandment not to destroy
life ; the destiny of life.

The provisions in the Mosaic Law for the protection

of life are many and varied. For instance, " When
thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make
battlements for the roof"—which resembles a New
Zealand law necessitating insuring an employee's life.

"If an ox gore a man or woman that they die, the ox
shall be slain and the owner thereof shall be put to

death." It is unquestionably true that the most
mysterious and valuable of God's creations is life, and
man cannot imitate even its lowest forms. Go into a

wax-works ; the colour of the rose is there, but not the
1 Whittier.
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life. The wax flowers cannot produce other flowers.

The life-tinge is on the face of the wax figure, but

there is no throb in the heart.

Let us look into the Word of God and see how
murder began at the gate of Paradise, and how bloody
has been the history of the human race. The curse

was on Cain, who was the first person born into this

world and the first murderer.

"The Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy

brother? And he said, I know not: am I my
brother's keeper? And he said, What hast thou

done ? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me
from the ground."

Abel was exposed to four kinds of murder, and so

are we :

—

Murder physical, which closes the five avenues

to the soul. The soul is cut off from the earth.

Murder moral kills the power to discern right from
wrong. Murder mental kills the faculties of the mind.

And last is murder spiritual.

Elijah the prophet of fire said to Ahab the king

:

" Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken

possession ? Thus saith the Lord, In the place where
dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy
blood, even thine."

This idea of the murderer being executed on the

spot where he committed the murder is still a

favourite in China.1 It was also the custom in

early Saxon times, and has many commendable
features. In the eighteenth century this plan pre-

vailed, though somewhat modified, to wit—hanging
the body in chains at the scene of the crime after

the execution at Tyburn. No murderer hath
eternal life.

This law applies to high or low. Here is a

powerful satire of the sixteenth century :

—

1 See Yankee on the Yangtze, p. 227.
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"A Letter to a Member of Parliament containing a

Proposal for Bringing in a Bill to Revise,

Amend, or Repeal certain Obsolete Statutes,

commonly called the Ten Commandments.

"The Sixth Commandment could never be in-

tended as an absolute Prohibition not to take away the

Life of another; it only forbids that clumsy, butcherly

way of murdering, made use of by the vilest and
meanest part of mankind ; whereas People of Rank
and distinction, who kill in an honourable Gentleman-
like way, are no ways concerned in this commandment
or affected by it. This is so agreeable to the natural

Sense of Mankind, that the very same action shall be

criminal in one Man and not in another. If one
Scoundrel happen to kill another, it is truly and
properly called Murder ; but if a Man of Rank and
figure happen to kill a Domestick or Inferiour with

or without Provocation, or even an equal in an
honourable way, it alters both the Name and Nature
of the Crime, and becomes no more than Man-
slaughter, and the Gentlemen of the Sword who
happen to kill their Man in a genteel way are no more
guilty of Murder, than an honest respectable Citizen

that kills a Fly or a Spider, or swallows an Oyster
alive."

I. Life, whence is it? The. origin of life is

perhaps the most baffling enigma, the most difficult

problem to solve. Scientists with their microscopes

and their chemicals have tried to solve it. Science

says we have all come from a protoplasm. I reply,

Whence came the protoplasm ? Which was first—the

hen or the egg ? Who gave life ? We must go back
to the Word of God ; it gives the correct answer, and it

only. As Job said, " The Almighty hath given me
life," and nobody but Christ could say/' I have power
to lay it down and power to take it again." All that
man hath will he give for his life. The highway-
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man says, " Your money or your life
!

" which do
you give ? Life once gone, it is gone for ever.

I will try to explain this commandment, for the

8th maxim of the Sacred Edict says, " Explain the

laws in order to warn the foolish and wayward."
II. Life:—what is it? On the matter of the

sacredness of life I have already touched. We are

made in God's likeness, and these bodies are the only
temple in which dwells the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians
vi. 19). Well may it be said the true Shekinah is

man. To touch him means to touch heaven itself.

Among the Northmen, M To kill a man and say that

you had killed him, was manslaughter; to kill him
and not to take it on your hand was murder" ! Life

is short, only four letters in it. Three-fourths of it is

a " lie," and half of it is an " if." So play the cynic
on the members of the alphabet, composing the word
which signifies to live. Not only is the word short,

but life itself is of no long duration in the environ-
ment of the present world. We are prohibited to

shorten it, whether in another or ourselves.

III. Life, mine and my neighbours'.
We are commanded—Thou shalt do no murder.

There are various kinds of murder. There is murder
in the first degree, when it is premeditated with malice
aforethought. This can be done in different ways,
such as with poisons, razors, pistols. Then again

—

and I must speak very delicately about this—there is

infanticide, both pre-natal and post-natal. It is

murder to destroy life either before or after birth.

Let the motive be what it may, before God it is

murder. To murder a wee one is the foulest and
most devilish sort of crime. To kill an old man, and
thereby cut off a year or a month of his opportunity
to bless his fellow-man, is awful ; but to slay a human
being at the beginning of its life, which might extend
over fifty years and issue streams of light and joy to

multitudes, is to perpetrate a supremely hellish act.
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The author of The Excursion speaks out of a holy-

heart :

Heaven lies about us in our infancy.

Then there is the second degree, murder which in

American law is called manslaughter, and is the
result of sudden passion. But there are murders
which are not recognised as such by human law.
The man who builds houses with improper drains,

those who adulterate food, commit murder by short-

ening human lives.

Look at Greed, Gouge & Co. Men and women are
feeding the greedy coffers of heartless and avaricious
employers by serving them at starvation wages.
There is a terrible day coming for these monsters.
Compare the life of these poor shop-girls and mechanics,
barely able to exist on their earnings, with the ex-
travagance of their owners.

Under the head of Indirect Murder come dissipa-

tion and eating, to be dealt with later. We must
include also some fashions of dress which tend to
abridge the span of life. We pity the Chinese, who
bind their feet, let us pity all who bind any part of
the body to their detriment. The Creator is generally
acknowledged to have made a success in the forming
of boys' bodies ; at least there is no effort to change
them, indicating that a mistake has to be rectified !

And now again, and abruptly, I speak a solemn and
awful warning. Thou shalt not kill applies to a man
of sixty, a lad of sixteen, or a boy of six, or a boy
before you begin counting at all.

Right and wrong are always the same, but our
ideas of them change. Cain does not seem to have
been greatly concerned about the murder of Abel,
indeed no more so than cannibals or railway directors

are now ! We should become more and more
sensitive to sin, more shocked by it ! De Quincey
writes that murder is " An improper line of conduct

—
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highly improper," but for one saturated with the

hideousness of the sin, stronger and more meaningful
language would be appropriate.

One kind of murder is called suicide. Suicide is

increasing at an appalling rate. Why do persons

commit suicide ? It is convenient ! There are various

reasons, and I am not now referring to the persons of

unbalanced minds who kill themselves and are not

responsible. There is one spot at Niagara Falls

where, a gentleman told me, he does not dare to look

unless someone holds him, because the water or some-
thing entices him to jump in. I can hardly conclude

that persons commit suicide in order to experiment
with death. Confucius said, " If we know so little

about life, what can we know about death ? " Charles

Kingsley wrote, long before he died, " God forgive me
if I am wrong, but I look forward to death with an
intense and reverent curiosity " ; but that was quite

another aspect

!

I knew a man who went hopelessly in debt, and
escaped his creditors by taking his life. The Chinese
will sometimes go to the door of an enemy and there

kill themselves. This is to spite the enemy and bring

him ill-luck. All this too in face of the fact that in

the lurid, ghastly, Chinese pictures of hell suicides

are impaled on stakes ! Aristotle says, " For a man
to die only that he may escape poverty or crosses is

not gallantry, but mean cowardice, as he declares that

he wants courage to bear them." Emerson writes,
" Never strike sail to a fear. The loftiest heroism is

to suffer and be quiet." Quick suicide is condemned
by statute law, but slow suicide is commended
by Society. To live intemperately is to kill oneself.

Sin kills ! One-fifth of this planet's population
endorse suicide religiously ! The last word of Buddha
was, " Beloved, that which causes life causes also

decay and death. Never forget this, let your minds
be filled with this truth. I called you to make it
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known to you." Buddhism arose in the sixth century

before Christ, and was preceded by three religions—the

mild devil worship of the Aborigines ; the religion of

the Aryan invaders as expressed in the Vedic
Hymns ; and Brahminism. A writer says, " In

Buddhism the great problem comes to be, how to

commit suicide ; suicide not of that pitiful, delusive

kind which rids a man of life in one particular form,

but which rids him of existence in every form. The
ultimate good is annihilation, nothing." One-fifth

of the world's population believes in suicide, and
yet some people say there is no more work for the

missionaries

!

The Crime of Suicide. The number of suicides

per 100,000 population is represented to be about
as follows :

—

Ireland and Spain .2
Russia 3
United States 3
England and Wales 7
German Empire . . . . . .14
France 15
Switzerland 20
Austria 21

Saxony 31

In the times of Aristotle suicide was condemned as

cowardly and unjustifiable. He said :
" To escape

from poverty, or love, or any calamity, by a voluntary

death, is not the part of a brave man but of a coward."
Plato puts these words into the mouth of Socrates

:

" It may seem extraordinary that, whereas it is better

to die than to live, we are not allowed to confer this

benefit on ourselves, but must wait for the bounty
of Another." Pythagoras says : "God has, as a military

command, appointed life as our post, and we have
no right to quit it." The Jews always regarded

a long life as a blessing. In the thousands of

years of the Old Testament history there is a record
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of four suicides, and in the New Testament one. Saul

and his armour-bearer, Ahithopel, Zimri, and Judas
Iscariot are the five cases, and none of them good
men. Plutarch describes a passion for suicide which
once seized the Milesian virgins, and it was only

broken by a decree that the naked body of every

suicide should be exposed in the public streets.

Tarquin stopped a suicidal epidemic among his

soldiers by an edict that their bodies should be
nailed to crosses. So far as I know, the first

ecclesiastical rule in England to refuse Christian

burial to suicides was announced in 563 A.D. This
rule still prevails in the Roman Catholic Church, and
may account for the few suicides among its adherents.

In 1670 Louis IV. of France placarded that the body
of every suicide should be dragged at the back of a

cart through the streets of the town; and in 1823 an
English law was enacted ordering that the body of

a suicide should be buried at the public cross-roads

and a stake driven through the body and left protrud-

ing above the ground. On Mount Blair, Scotland,

some 2500 feet above the tide, according to an ancient

custom, a suicide was burned, burial in a cemetery
being refused, and. many a ghostly tale hangs like

mist about that mountain.
Blackstone denounces suicide as a double offence

:

one spiritual, invading the prerogative of the Almighty,
and rushing into His immediate Presence uncalled

;

the other, temporal, against society, which has an
interest in the preservation of every member.
Permission to murder is now granted in

America ! Over 50,000 persons were murdered last

year in Yankee-land. If all Christendom were added
up, the sum total would exceed ancient heathendom.
Lipsius tells us that gladiatorial shows cost 20,000
lives a month. It is now arranged that a man may
pay so many dollars, usually some hundreds, and kill

a few persons.
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Nearly threescore thousand drunkards died in the
United States last twelvemonth! In 1901 in Liver-

pool 129 babies were smothered in bed, mostly by
drunken mothers ! Appalling crime ! Drink kills !

And yet some men quote Scripture to back up
their guzzling habits. They remind me of the

Highlander who said the Bible commended spirit-

drinking, " for are we not told to try the
spirits ?

"

Do not arrest a drunken man ! It is madness
to put a drunkard out of sight behind iron bars.

With all the enthusiasm of my being, I shout and let

me cry aloud, so that all Christendom may hear me,
" Do not arrest the drunken man ; do not put him out
of the public view

!

" Every business has a show
window. In yonder waggon works the proprietors are

proud of their finished article. Mr John Stephen
invited me to see one of his palatial steamers, which
was just finished. Yes, men like to display their

finished work.
Let the public-house have a show window,

and display its finished work. Exhibit in front of
every liquor-shop a drunkard, the finished work turned
out there. Yes, it is turned out ! Who wants a
drunkard ? Not the liquor-dealer : it's in the making
of drunkards, not in the keeping of them, that there
is pleasure and profit. Don't arrest the drunken man

;

keep him in the public eye. A sot in front of each
gin-mill would do more to break up the nefarious

business than all the efforts of ardent advocates of
teetotalism. A poor drunkard was for a moment
leaning against a post in front of a beer saloon ; he
lost his balance and fell down. A smart lad called

into the door to the barman, " Mister, your sign fell

down." Drink kills ! Thou shalt not kill ! Raleigh
says :

" Whosoever loveth wine shall not be trusted of
any man, for he cannot keep a secret. Wine maketh
man not only a beast, but a madman ; and if thou
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love it, thy own wife, thy children, and thy friends

will despise thee.''

" We speak of the horrors of war, its carnage and
bloodshed and mutilation and broken frames and
empty sleeves and widows' weeds and orphans' woes
and enormous debt and grinding taxation, and
shudder at the ravages of pestilence and famine. But
they sink into insignificance when compared with the

sorrow and anguish that follow in the train of this con-

queror of fallen humanity (intemperance). The voice

crieth on every hand :

1 Where is Abel, thy brother ?
'

" 1

" P do not overstate it when I say that the two
hundred thousand saloons in this country have been
instrumental in destroying more human lives in the

last five years than the two millions of armed men
did during the four years of the civil war. Whisky
is a more deadly weapon than shot or shell, or any
of the implements of our improved modern warfare." 2

" I charge intemperance with the murder of innumer-
able souls in this country, blessed with freedom and
plenty, the Word of God, and the liberties of true

religion." 3

" Before God and man, before the Church and the

world, I impeach intemperance. I charge it with the

murder of innumerable souls. I charge it as the

cause of almost all the poverty, and almost all the

crime, and almost all the ignorance, and almost all

the irreligion that disgrace and afflict the land. I do
in my conscience believe that these intoxicating

stimulants have sunk into perdition more men and
women than found a grave in the deluge which swept
over the highest hilltops, engulfing the world, of
which but eight were saved. As compared with other
vices, it - may be said of this :

' Saul has slain his

thousands, but this David his tens of thousands.' " 4

1 Schuyler Colfax, Vice-President of the United States.
2 Hon. William Windom. 3 Thomas Guthrie, D.D.
4 Dr Chalmers.
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Whatever you do, I certainly advise you never

to try and endorse wrong-doing with the words
or acts of our Lord. The Bible is most remark-
able for its denunciations of drink, when it is

remembered it was mostly written in a tropical

atmosphere.

When infidels tell you that Jesus Christ made and
drank an article of which the Bible says, " Look not

on the wine when it is red," give no reply but this, " I

do not believe it." An infidel told me that Jesus

made sixty gallons of intoxicating wine for drinking

when the whole company was drunk. All I could

say was, " I do not believe it." When an infidel tells

you that Jesus Christ was guilty of immorality when
He bade His disciples all to drink that which is con-

demned in the Scripture as a " mocker," do not believe

him. And when, which is far worse in my estimation,

a Christian minister or editor, or professor, tells you
that Jesus Christ was a drinking man, a moderate
drinker of intoxicating wine ; that He drank and
commended that drink which the Bible declares
" biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder M

;

that He gave to others that of which the Bible says,
" Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink "

;

that He made and used, and gave to others, that

which is called the " wine of astonishment," " the

wine through which the priest and prophet have
erred " and " are out of the way," through which " they

err in vision and stumble in judgment," through

which " all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so

that there is no place clean "
; that which is called the

" poison of dragons " and the w cruel venom of asps "
;

that Jesus Christ our Saviour made and drank, and
gave to others, that which you cannot touch without

danger—tell them you do not believe it.
1

In the Brahman teaching the Sukara, or Swine
Hell, is the portion of the drinker of wine.

1 John B. Gough.
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Oh, that men should put an enemy in their mouths
To steal away their brains ! that we
Should with joy, pleasance, revel and applause,

Transform ourselves into beasts. 1

Murder may be committed by breaking
hearts. I come to this quickly, not desiring to deal

with the man "of unbounded stomach" who ate

twelve hard-boiled eggs and died, or the negro who
ate three water-melons one afternoon and was
dead by midnight. Long meals make short lives.

Nor with suicide which results from the various forms
of dress. But in closing I speak to those who commit
murder by breaking hearts, as by unkind treatment of

mother. You must not make her hair grey ahead of

time ! No, no ! You must not put thorns in mother's
pillow.

Moody said: "When I was in England in 1892, I

met a gentleman who claimed that his countrymen
were ahead of mine in the respect they had for the

law. ' We hang our murderers/ he said, ' but there

is not one out of twenty in your country that is hanged/
I said, 'You are greatly mistaken, for they walk at

freedom in both countries.' ' What do you mean ?

'

* I will tell you what I mean/ I said. ' The man that

comes into my house and runs a dagger into my heart

for my money, is a prince compared with a son that

takes five years to kill me and the wife of my bosom.
A young man who comes home night after night

drunk, and, when his mother remonstrates, curses her
grey hairs and kills her by inches, is the blackest

kind of murderer.'"

The commandment just before this is the fifth, and
it says, " Honour thy father and thy mother." Many
a beautiful face has been creased with the corroding
lines of sorrow by a wayward boy who worries his

mother to death and shames his father to the grave.

Are you such a wretch as to be this very moment
1 Shakespeare.

7



98
" Thou shalt not kill"

breaking mother's heart and crushing the joy and
life out of your old father ? Listen ! The curse of

God is on you ! The unheeded tears of parents

will crystallise into balls of fire and in the long

hereafter burn your conscience to the verge of

madness.
During Christ's mountain ministry He said very

plainly :

—

Ye have heard that it has been said by them of old

time, Thou shalt not kill ; and whosoever shall kill shall

be in danger of the judgment : but I say unto you that

whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause

shall be in danger of the judgment : and whosoever
shall say to his brother Raca (meaning contempt), shall

be in danger of the council : but whosoever shall say,

Thou fool (meaning condemnation), shall be in danger
of hell fire.

" Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer, as

ye know ; no murderer hath eternal life abiding in

him." And listen to the words of Jesus :
" From within

the heart of men proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,

fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wicked-

ness, lasciviousness, the evil eye, blasphemy, pride,

foolishness."

When in Dumbreck, a very skilful physican, Dr
Hunter, related to me how in Perthshire, near the

Grampian Hills, by the old Roman camp of Ardoch,

lived a young Scotsman. He was good at hooking
trout or circumventing birds, and was a jolly good
fellow. Then he went into a brewery as a clerk, and
that was not a good move for him. Later he went
to London and became an employee under his

brother, who was a great detective. One night he

disappeared and was never heard of again.

Now, his mother was a typical, hard old Scots-

woman, who, like her clan, never showed any feeling
;

but from that time the door was never locked, and
never did she go to bed without first going up the
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long lane to the highway to look for Archie. She
never said anything, but the neighbours knew she went
to see if Archie was coming. For thirty long years
the good old mother watched for her boy, and when
at last she fell ill she arose, took a cane, and went
trembling up the lane to see if Archie was coming.
Lad, come home ! Don't break your mother's heart

;

it's murder ! She loves you still.

This shortest commandment is the only one dealing
directly with death. " See, I have set before thee
this day life and good, and death and evil." 1

Death !—what is death? It is the friend of the
saint and the foe of the sinner. Death works differ-

ently with the same person. With some the silver

cord slowly loosens, and with others the golden bowl
is suddenly broken. But of this be sure

—

thou shalt

die! One said to Socrates, "The Athenians have
condemned you to death." " And nature," he replied,

"has condemned them."

King Louis XIV. asked those about his death-bed,
" Why weep you ? did you think I should live for

ever?" Then after a while of laboured breathing,
" I thought dying had been harder." My sainted

mother when dying went peacefully away, and after

death her face was so beautiful I did greatly long to

have it ever in our home. So sweet, so tender, so
youthful, so angelic was that kind face in death—how
shall I forget it ! There was a light in the valley ! Dr
Hunter said, " If I had strength to hold a pen, I would
write how easy and pleasant a thing it is to die."

The dying President M'Kinley told well the course
of the Christian in the hour of death :

" Nearer, my
God, to Thee, nearer to Thee !

"

In death's dark vale I fear no ill,

With Thee, dear Lord, beside me.
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,

Thy cross before to guide me.

1 Deut. xxx. 15.
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After death comes the judgment, and after the

judgment
The Destiny of Life. "Prepared for the devil

and his angels," says Jesus concerning one place in the

Land of the Hereafter ! Are you going there ? About
the other region beyond the grave the record lies

plainly written, "prepared for you," and that is the

Land of Light, Liberty, and Love ! Are you going
there ?

We will live either in light or night! It will be
best for us to be at once impressed with the destiny

of human life. * For ever " is quickly spoken, but has
a long meaning. You have life and you will have it

for ever—you cannot dispose of it, you cannot do
more than kill the body, and if you do, there is

Eternity left over to deal with, or rather to deal with

you.

Sir Walter Scott on his dying bed said to Lockhart,
H Be virtuous— be religious— be a good man. No-
thing else will be any comfort when you come to lie

here."

Christ came and lived and died that we might have
glory-life. Praise ye the Lord ! Trust Jesus as

Saviour and confess him as Lord now, right now, and
live for Him, Humanity, and Heaven

!

" Thou shalt do no murder." Jesus Christ came to

save life.

" God be merciful to me a sinner."



The Seventh Word of the Ten
Commandments

" Thou shalt not commit adultery?

A FALSE delicacy ought not to be allowed to obscure

the fact that this commandment was given by God,
and should not interfere with its proper proclamation.

It was written by the clean, mighty finger of Almighty
God, and should have our most solemn and sensible

consideration. I purpose to exercise a proper discre-

tion in discoursing on this Seventh Commandment, but
at the same time I shall use the Anglo-Saxon language.

Notice this commandment comes next to "Thou
shalt not steal." God has set the world on two pillars,

money and matrimony; and on the right use of

money, and on the right relations of the two sexes,

everything depends.1

There is a fatal false modesty that makes stained

people and faddists ignore this serious subject in talk

and in other ways. But Jesus of Nazareth in speak-
ing to the young runner and ruler, says plainly,
" Thou shalt not commit adultery." He mentions
the Seventh Commandment first. Why? Because
that sin is condensed selfishness. False modesty is

to be found not only in ordinary society, but even
when a man stands where it is his duty to speak
out. Dr Stalker reminds us that teachers of religion

have by common consent banished from their public

teaching all advice, warning, or allusion to love

between the sexes. Ignorance is not innocence.

1 Dean Merivale.

IOI
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Parents, too, are almost proverbially shy on such a

topic, and the result of the immovable tongue of

warning is that the young grow up with a natural

curiosity unsatisfied naturally, with their imaginations
diseased, their active minds polluted by the bated
whispers of half-informed or demoralised companions.

It is a subject that requires delicate handling, but woe
to the watchman and custodian of souls who does not
cry aloud with a trumpet voice and warn the people

!

We want no figures and fancies of speech, but facts, and
those refined in the white heat of terrible earnestness.

The Bible is not mealy-mouthed here. First comes
the ideal, one man for one woman, and, what is

often overlooked, one woman for one man. Then in

the book of Genesis begins a series of narratives,

vividly and luridly illustrating the evils which result

when the purity ofhome life is lost. Wealthy Abraham
wrecked the peace of his home, and his grandson, lame
Jacob, did the same, because they would not be con-

tent with one wife apiece
;

Potiphar's pretty wife

slandered an innocent man and lost her exalted

husband his best servant. Later, we hear of strong

Samson frittering away noble opportunities ; of the

tabernacle and the worship of God becoming abhorrent

because of the lust of the sons of Priest Eli ; of a

mighty king, who once had been a man after God's
own heart, becoming vile in the eyes of his subjects, a

traitor to his warriors, an indulgent father, a cast-off

monarch. Or turn to those pointed proverbs which
give the wisdom of many condensed by wit :

—

By means of a whorish woman a man is brought to

a piece of bread ; and the adulteress will hunt for the

precious life. Can a man take fire in his bosom, and
his clothes not be burned ?

Whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh

understanding : he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.

A wound and dishonour shall he get ; and his reproach

shall not be wiped away.
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Or read the strenuous words of faithful prophets

as they vigorously exposed the violent vice of their

days and denounced it as sin against God. Centuries

later a great apostle, who was faithful and pun-
gent in his letters, wrote :

—

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit

the kingdom of God ? Be not deceived ; neither

fornicators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind shall inherit the kingdom
of God. .

But fornication, and all uncleanness, let it not be
once named among you, as becometh saints ; neither

filthiness nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not

convenient : but rather giving of thanks. For this ye
know, that no whoremonger nor unclean person hath
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Let no man deceive you with vain words : for because
of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the

children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore par-

takers with them.

Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Adultery is a high crime and should be promptly
punished with a severity only next to murder, to

which it often leads.

Let no man deceive you with vain words : for

because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon
the children of disobedience. And have no fellowship

with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove

them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things

which are done of them in secret. Flee also youthful

lusts : but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace,

with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

All this advice and warning spring from the earnest

entreaty of Him who pronounced this great blessing

:

" Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."

Even our Lord did not confine Himself simply to

the positive recommendation of purity; He spoke
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plainly on the sin of rejecting it. And in this He did

nothing strange, for the judgment of all men is

always the same on this point. The 'Thou shalt

not " is without a word of argument : none is required.

Everybody endorses the " not " in this command-
ment. Is it not strange that opinions waver on other

sins, but not on this ? If you steal on a large enough
scale, people will smother a horrified laugh and
hesitate to condemn ; if you murder wholesale, people

talk softly of war and forget the moral aspect. Some
irregular persons will bear false witness against their

neighbour in order to get off a fickle friend, and think

it praiseworthy. Hosts of folk are idolaters to-day,

and would be horrified at the idea of its being a

crime. But everywhere men know the sanctity of

family life, and angrily resent any breach in it. In

that still ancient empire of China, it has often been
seen that modest women by the hundred prefer

sudden death to dishonour. And among the most
savage races, though their marriage laws may differ

from ours, any breach of them is punished with
dreadful death to both the guilty parties. The
Australian blackfellow is quite clear on this point,

except where the demoralising influence of the godless

white man is blunting the edge of his moral sense.

Yes, among so-called white men popular opinion

too often binds only one sex, and does not regard

this command as binding upon man. General Booth,

author of that remarkable book, Darkest England,
explained why he used the word " fornication n

:

" Why not say prostitution ? For this reason :

prostitution is a word applied to one-half of the vice,

and that the most pitiable. Fornication hits both
sinners alike" Have you noticed that Jesus Christ

paid special attention to this, and threw all His
weight into the other scale ? Two penitent adulter-

esses, who found no mercy from men, He expressly

forgave ; but to the men who haled one before Him,
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He spoke and searched their consciences on this very
point, till they slunk away ashamed. Nor did He
stand alone here ; in the Egyptian Hell, not only
the faulty women were painted black, but also their

partners in crime.

Said Moody :
" I think that the most infernal thing

the sun shines on is the way woman has been and is

treated, if she has been ruined by a man, often under
false promises of marriage. Someone noticed that

when the Prodigal Son came home he had the best

robe and the fatted calf. But what does the prodigal

daughter get, although she may have been more
sinned against than sinning? She is cast out and
ostracised by society. She is condemned to an
almost hopeless life of degradation, and she may sink

step by step into a loathsome grave, unless she
hastens her doom by suicide. But the wretch who
has ruined her in body and soul holds his head as

high as ever, and society attaches no sin to him.
Talk about stealing ! A man who steals the virtue of
a woman is the meanest thief that ever walked the
face of the earth. God has appointed a day when
this matter shall be set right. ' Be not deceived, God
is not mocked. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall

he also reap.'

"

When Jesus spoke to the people He had not
only men but women and children in His audiences.

Yet He said nothing to women about their temptation
and sin ; He reserved all His warning for men. And
with them He spoke not only of the final act, which
many blame when it is notorious ; He went back to

the lewd words or the impure glance which reveal

that the act is only refrained from for lack of a safe

opportunity ; He went back to the mind that will

harbour the foul thought and provides the dungheap
on which it may fatten and grow.

Don't be too conventional in your notions of
adultery. A good deal of it is legalised by the lax
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divorce laws of many states. The old Roman
satirist was scandalised at the woman who had a dozen
husbands a year. We have lived to see a sovereign
ruler marry a woman one day and divorce her the

next. At this rate we may presently find women
offered like sewing machines. Marriage and divorce

laws vary in different states, till, as in Poland, people
may easily make up card-parties of ex-wives and ex-
husbands. I am reminded just here of a rather

ancient but sad satire :

—

"The five last commandments," says a famous
satirist of the eighteenth century, "lie under a

general prejudice, upon a suspicion of corruption and
interpolation. It has been suspected by some very
sagacious critics that the negative Particle (not) has
by negligence or design been inserted into each of
them, tho' no direct proof has been yet made of the

Fraud.
"In the reign of Charles I. some bold printer had

the courage to leave out the suspicious Particle only
in one of the Commandments to feel the Pulse of

the people and see whether they were ripe for further

discoveries and a thoro' Reformation, and accordingly,

in a New Edition of the Liturgy, the Seventh Com-
mandment was printed thus :

4 Thou shalt commit
adultery.' He was severely swinged and the whole
impression called in, tho' many polite clever people
seemed so well satisfied with the New reading, that

they thought it an excellent Emendation, and
directed their conduct accordingly."

But for Christians the word of Christ will hold, and
He allows none of this laxity : one wife to one
husband, and the term of union may well be that in

the touching words of Ruth the Moabitess, " Naught
but death shall part thee and me."

The Law of God recognises only one ground for

divorce. But here is the teaching of Jesus Christ

on the two main points :

—
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First : What is the sin against the Seventh Com-
mandment ?

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time,

Thou shalt not commit adultery : But I say unto you,

That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her

hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

Second : His very words on the divorce question

—

And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him,

Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife ? tempting
him. And he answered and said unto them, What did

Moses command you ? And they said, Moses suffered

to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.

And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the

hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. But
from the beginning of the creation God made them male
and female. For this cause shall a man leave his father

and mother, and cleave to his wife ; and they twain shall

be one flesh : so then they are no more twain,but one flesh.

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder. And in the house his disciples asked him
again of the same matter. And he saith unto them,
Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another,

committeth adultery against her. And if a woman shall

put away her husband, and be married to another, she

committeth adultery.

How do persons fall into this sin ? I am told

that there was a time in London when it was the'

custom of thieves to shadow a house until they were

quite sure the occupants had gone, say, to the moun-
tains or the shore ; and then they took a small, com-
paratively innocent boy, lifted him to the window,
and he in turn hoisted up the sash, entered the room,

thence found his way into the hall, turned the key,

threw back the bolt, opened the door ; and in came
the whole gang of thieves.

This is how a person falls into any sin. The
entrance of the first little evil thought flings the soul

door open, in troop a whole battalion of evil thoughts,

down goes the soul. Young spoke well, " Guard well

thy thoughts, our thoughts are heard in heaven."
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Let us go round the hospitable house 1 of the soul

and see which are the likely windows where the

entrance of the sin is easy. The front, say, is the

home life ; of the two sides, one is concerned with
work and play, the other with social recreation

;

while at the back lie our private solitary hobbies.

Each side is vulnerable. Let me point out some of

the weakest spots.

I. Domestic liberty run to seed as licence.

In the Early Victorian days a young girl was never
allowed to be about except under the careful guardian-
ship of her elders, and the shelter suggested the
restraint of France or of the Moslem countries. In
the modern world of games, the bicycle is an active

index of how this care has been relaxed, and young
people are trusted to themselves and to one another.

Across the Atlantic, and especially in the Middle
West, not only are boys and girls educated together,

but young men and young women, and reliance is

put on the self-respect developed by such intercourse.

It mostly works well, but sometimes the warning
given is too slight and vague and veiled. Confiding
parents should remember how Eli's sons " made them-
selves vile," and Eli knew it but " he restrained them
not," and a fatal price paid he for his laxity. Clean,

plain speech is more to be desired than a constantly

developing curiosity. Warn the young! Warn the

young ! ! Warn the young ! !

!

Parents ought to give their children simple informa-

tion, and to build up their character on Christian lines

before they give unlimited liberty. Do not the fancy
French say that girls must be kept either within four

walls or within the four evangelists ? Thank God for

the Holy Bible, which does give a basis for a pure and
steady life. And while youthful character is still

plastic, while the parents' home is still the home of

the young people, ere yet each has chosen the one
1 Rev. iii. 20.
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other of the world who shall do most to mould and
influence the life—so long let the parents be welcome
at every gathering in their home. Closed parlours

for two young folk to occupy alone till a late hour, or
long strolls and sitting about in the parks, these are
the fateful little windows through which entry is too
often made. Do not dally with the devil's delights !

The fire of passion may flame you to the verge of
madness, and then you will be ever haunted by regret

and perpetual anguish.

II. Work and play. There are some forms of
work that blunt the finer feelings and coarsen the
tone. In old days girls used to go down the coal-pits

and toil there as beasts of burden. Some called them
" unsexed," but unfortunately that was not true ; and
while the sexes mixed in the same attire, brutalised

by the same hard labour, purity could not be main-
tained. Elsewhere girls were busied at chain-making
or nail-making, and visitors to the Black Country tell

how three or four young people had to jump on a
heavy hammer, gripping one another tight to preserve
their balance. When lads and lasses were thrown
together in this way, was not the window unlatched
for the evil to enter? There is a Spanish proverb,
" Live with wolves and you will learn to howl." Then
the bar-room! The whole drink traffic is viewed
with such tenderness by many legislators ! English
custom evidently regards it as humanising, and thinks
that behind the bar is the place where womanly grace
may attract and enliven and purify the atmosphere

!

But at what cost? Soap only purifies as it wastes
away, and will anyone say that a barmaid purifies

the tone of the public-house, and becomes purer her-
self? A drunken jargon punctuated by obscenity
and rich oaths is no great aid to purity. Think too
of certain big shops, where a girl is expected to be
elegantly and tastefully dressed on a few shillings a
week. Sometimes (there are many godly men) her
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success and promotion depend on the good word of a

crafty male shop-walker. When her resources are

pinched, and she has to please or displease the human
vulture on whom her position depends, is not the

window standing open to invite an intruder? Men
and women, think of these temptations when you
shop, or when you draw your easy dividends from
your tea-shop companies; ask whether they are

coined out of the shamed tears of the girls who have
been crushed down. Shut this window and latch it

tight.

But if temptation comes to some through work, it

comes to more through play. Idleness is the parent
of many a sin. As that good old Dr Watts wrote

:

Satan finds some mischief still

For idle hands to do.

Lazy Adams take their Eves into the apple
orchard and idle away their time, to the undoing
of Eve and Adam too. And a sad awakening it

is, to slink away ashamed from the presence of God
and man. Samson had his great gifts to use, but he
wasted them in playing and toying with women. As
if wicked Gaza was not enough warning, he was
trapped and betrayed by bad Delilah, and the last

thing on which his eyes rested was the treacherous

partner of his lusts. David ought to have been with
the host besieging Rabbath-Ammon ; but he was
lazy and stayed at home, watching a lady at her
bath ; and so began the tale of his downfall. Young
men, to waste your time is a sin in itself ; but to go
and waste it, doing nothing in the sole company of

a young woman, is to set that window wide open
when the burglars are waiting outside.

III. Social recreation. We all need recreation,

and the man who thinks he can work twenty-two hours
out of the twenty-four will presently find he has to

be ill ten days in the month and away at the seaside
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recovering for the next ten. Seneca rightly said,

" Continued labour deadens the soul." I am in

sympathy with all pure, elevating amusements, but

I have my doubts as to the wisdom of some that

are rather popular. Is it good for health or morals

for young folk to go to a ball at eleven o'clock and
dance on till four or five, returning home in the chilly

morning air? If they dressed in the same light and
airy fashion for a night's recreation in sawing wood,
they might see some harm in it. Surely the dress

(and the word of God says women are to be " adorned
with modest apparel "), the hours, the manners of the

ballroom may give pause. A lady who had uncon-
sciously carried evening dress too far, blushed crimson
when her little boy, upon kissing her before she left

for the ball, said, " Why, mother, you are not going
that way, are you? You are not dressed."

" The half-dress of the society woman is surely a

sign of reversion to type, and has in it the pandering
to animalism which has for ages been the curse of the

marriage relation. Moreover, the distortions of the

female form that are common everywhere are alike

an insult to beauty and to goodness, and therefore to

God. I am not pleading for the uniform of the

Salvationists, nor even the bonnet of the Pentecostal

League, but for the becoming and beautiful and
modest attire which shall have no possible sug-

gestiveness that is not in harmony with the homage
and reverence that man should ever render to woman.
This is a subject that seems to be of no moment to

some. Let every daughter of the King think the

subject out alone with her Master, and that which I

have failed to say will be understood." 1

Then take theatres. I won't raise the question
whether they are always harmful. But are there not
many plays which, by direct acting and speaking,
lower the moral tone ; are there not more which keep

1 G. Campbell Morgan.
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a man wondering whether it is his own evil mind or

the intention of the author to raise lewd thoughts

;

are there not many plays, popular too, which harden
and coarsen the feelings till, as it was said in the days
of Charles, the ladies took fans to the theatre to hide

that they were not blushing ?

Drink is responsible for considerable adultery. A
person who uses intoxicants is more likely to commit
this sin than one who does not. Conture's large

picture, " The Decadence of Rome," portrays a

bacchanalian banquet wherein wine and women
occupy the strategic points. In the midst of naked
statuary men and women are gradually disrobing. In

proportion as strong drink goes in, bad actions come
out. It was so at Belshazzar's midnight orgy.

Pleasure, disgraceful and deadly, ran riot until the

finger of God ran a line of letters in fire over against

the lamp-stand. Many persons, when their evil

passions are fired by fire-water, commit this and other

awful crimes against God, humanity, and them-
selves.

Lax morals destroyed Rome, and will destroy any
tribe, nation, race, or individual.

Again, how many an hour is lightened by good
stories ; and how many an hour is defiled by bad
ones ! In my angry but righteous denunciation of

bad stories, my phraseology fails me. Let us

have no toothless dogs of war in this fierce fight.

I was crossing the Atlantic once on the City of
Rome, and although I do not smoke, the smoking-
room had my presence to learn what the gossip of the

ship might be. Presently a red-faced, voluptuous-

looking man looked out of the door leading

on to the deck and said, "There are no ladies

here." Now, anyone may easily guess what
line that man purposed to take. Well, it was
nip-and-tuck whether a porridge-eating Scotsman or

myself should get on our feet first. He beat
;>
the
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Yankee by a few seconds, rolled his big right hand
up into a fist, shook it as Wallace did his great sword
at the enemies of Scotland, and said, " I want you to

understand I am not intending to listen to any
impure stories/' " Here too," I shouted, and we
thrust with terrible energy the filth back into that

human sewer's throat. He trembled like a dog in a

wet sack, cowed and slunk away. As General Grant,

America's greatest military genius, once acted, so act

you. He stood in company with certain officers

when one said, " There are no ladies here," and
started on a questionable story. Instantly the great

general interrupted, " Well, sir, there are no ladies

here, but I want you to understand there are some
gentlemen here." And the bad tale remained untold.

Goethe says, " One cannot always be a hero, but one
can always be a man." Do not listen to compromis-
ing narratives ; if you can't stop bad talk, go away
and do not hear it, for it will put unholy images in

your mind. And when the boy has thus come
through the window, he will soon have the front door
open for the full-grown sin.

IV. Then there are your solitary hobbies. Let
me just mention two of these, that you may keep
these windows secure : pictures and books.

There are many pictures which may be beautiful,

but have the beauty of decaying morals. Can you
think of a young man taking a lady friend to the

gallery, to study closely a picture of " Innocence

"

represented by a girl lying naked in the shade ? And
what do you think of the innocence of the real girl

who lay in the artist's studio for him to paint ?

Where such fairies once have danced
No grass will ever grow.

A great poet suggests that each day we should
hear some good music, read some good poetry, and
look at a good picture.

8
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How about the goodness of pictures, from our

present standpoint? If you and your sisters would
like to pose in a tableau to imitate the picture, it is

passable ; but if you shrink from the reality, will the

sight of the canvas do you good ?

And now as to books. There is much fiction

nowadays which, while it is not filthy in the eye of

the statute law, leads to unholy thought, and unholy
thought has its perfect work in unholy action. In

this age of the world, one can hardly pronounce with

sufficient emphasis against bad literature, including

pictures, against bad books or books with bad
tendency, and various periodicals, the contents of

which are almost exclusively love stories of an
unsatisfactory nature. Wisely writes Thomas Carlyle,
" I conclude that books are like men's souls—divided

into sheep and goats." It was Homer's Iliad that

made Alexander a man of blood, while Cotton
Mather's Essays to do Good influenced Benjamin
Franklin for life. " Heigho," said Byron, " I believe all

the mischief I have ever done or sung has been
owing to that confounded book," which need not be

named ; while the Memoirs of David Brainerd led

Henry Martin into a noble life. Martin Luther was
converted by reading The Just shall live by Faith.

Meditating on the Word of God has turned multitudes

to a pure, holy, and undeflled life. Sidney Smith
said of Horner that the Ten Commandments were
written on his face. John Wesley said that the

Imitation of Christy and Holy Living and Dyings
determined his church and calling. John Sharp
declared that Shakespeare and the Bible made him
Archbishop of York. The Vicar of Wakefield made
Goethe a poet. The Voyage of Captain Cook moved
Carey to be a missionary. Do not read many books,

but a few good ones. St Paul wrote, " Bring with thee

the books."

The Bible has done more to keep people pure than
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all other books. Dr Johnson is quoted as saying,
" Beware of the man of one book." The man of the
one book, the Holy Bible, is a man or woman difficult

for men Or devils to trip or conquer. Keep buying
good new books. Books of travel which do not
contain drinking stories, and biographies of good men,
I strongly recommend.
What are the results of this sin ? Think of the

homes broken up, the husbands whose trust has been
violated, and whose confidence in friends has received
so severe a shock Will they ever again be so open
and friendly, so ready to welcome strangers to their

family circle when it forms again ? Think of the
children who henceforth grow up with only one parent,
and who blush to hear the name of one that should
be dear to them. Think of the woman whose life is

blighted, whose place in society is forfeited, who has
lost home and children and friends, in exchange at

best for a few months of stolen pleasure, and long
years of gnawing disgust and loathing. Think how
she may be thrust down into the quicksands, and may
sink dishonoured and unwept, or, unable to bear the
intolerable weight of anguish, die a hopeless suicide.

Too often the woman has to bear all the outward
shame ; but sometimes the guilty partner soon begins
to pay his share of the penalty.

Even in this life adultery and uncleanness bring
their awful results, both physical and mental. The
pleasure and excitement that lead so many astray at

the beginning soon pass away, and only the evil

remains. Vice carries a sting in its tail, like the scor-

pion, and like the scorpion stings itself. The body is

sinned against, and the body sooner or later suffers.
" Every sin that a man doeth is without the body :

but he that committeth fornication, sinneth against
his own body," said Paul. Nature herself punishes
with nameless diseases, and the man goes down to

the grave rotten, leaving the effects of his sin to blight
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his posterity. There are nations whose manhood has
been eaten out by this awful scourge. It drags a man
lower than the beasts. It stains the memory. I

believe that memory is " the worm that never dies "
;

and the memory is never cleansed of obscene stories

and unclean acts. Even if a man repents and reforms,

he often has to fight the past.

The ancient Japanese believed that after death the

soul had to face the " Chief of the Den of Darkness,"
who in a large and curious-looking glass caused the
vicious deeds of the man to come before him. Fancy
a long eternity with the shifting kaleidoscope of your
treachery, your selfishness, your lust, perhaps exciting

bitter remorse, but offering no way of stopping the
hateful show.
Yet I do not know how to prevent some such

frightful future for a man whose life is made up of

such meanness, unless he is willing to merge his life

in the life of Christ, and let Christ's perfection, not his

own imperfection, be the woof of his existence. Look
at this more closely.

V. What is the remedy ? Prevention. Happy
is the man who will keep himself pure in mind and
body. You would resent an injury done to your wife,

your mother, your sister, your daughter. Remember
that, even at the outset, it is not the woman alone,

but her family, that would be wronged. Do to others

as you would have them do to you, and keep every
family and home pure. Has not your bride the right

to expect that to the pure, only the pure shall come ?

But some folk let themselves off too easily. They
say they never have committed this sin. Have they
not, indeed ! Because they were too pure-spirited,

or too poor-spirited ? Because they hated the sin, or

grudged the expense and the risk. Is it not too

often the case that for evil " the spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak"? Coward, God sees your spirit,

and will judge you by it, and not by your outwardly
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correct behaviour. To Him all the secrets of the
heart lie open.

Cure. Is there cure? Yes, though I cannot
promise that in the eyes of the world there will be
restoration and pardon. When you come across some
poor abandoned girl who seeks to regain self-respect,

show her that one at least will not turn the cold

shoulder ; help to place her in better surroundings,

and open a new career for her. For remember that

the tender Jesus offered a new chance to the woman
of the town, the great sinner ; that He refrained from
condemning the woman caught in the very act of
adultery; that the woman who had lived with so
many husbands, and had at last defied all convention,
was won by His graciousness till she became even a
herald of the Messiah to her city.

A heart in every thought renewed,
And full of love divine

;

Perfect and right, and pure and good,
A copy, Lord, of Thine.

In the heart of Africa, on a beautiful Sabbath even-
ing, I stood on the lofty summit of the Hill of Peace,
in front of Bishop Tucker's reed-thatched house at

Mengo, Uganda. An entrancing landscape lay before

me. Mile on mile of graceful banana gardens swept
round, past the king's enclosure, undulating onward
to lovely Victoria Nyanza, while the mountains
arose range above range to the distant horizon like a
green ascent to glory. I was musing on the wondrous
working of the Spirit of God these last years in the
hearts of the dusky Ugandese, when, just as the sun
was sinking behind the purple hills of twilight, and
daylight was blending into starlight, there came up
the steep ascent a stalwart native of Uganda. I

greeted him with an English " Good evening " ; he
paused in the deepening gloom, respectfully doffed

his headgear, and replied. Then I further detained
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him by saying, " Are you a Christian ? " His head
fell forward as if in deep study, and then he looked

up with an expression of intense inquiry and great

reverence, and uttered only one word, but in a voice

full of profound meaning :
" Christ ? " " Yes," I quickly

gave answer ; and then how shall I describe his shining

face, the poise of that powerful but shapely body, and
the magnetism of his melodious voice, as, gracefully bow-
ing, he most solemnly said, " I know Him." Bidding
me farewell, he silently passed on towards the grave

of Bishop Hannington, but I tarried there to worship.

His thoughtful testimony did not pass on, it remained
with me and is here now. " I know Him," " I know
Him," said I in meditation a score of times, and then

the Word of Life came to me :
" This is life eternal,

that they might know Thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent." Praise ye the

Lord!



The Eighth Word of the Ten
Commandments

" Thou shalt not steal?

Fellow-robbers and fellow-thieves! Possibly

never before have you been addressed in such an
unvarnished phrase. The hour has come for plain

speech. I have yet to find a man or woman who has
not stolen something at some time. Once in a mass
meeting I made this statement, and then called on
anyone who had not stolen anything to rise : to my
amazement one man stood up, and he a famous
infidel ! But upon one sentence issuing from the plat-

form, he dropped into his seat as if he'd been struck

by " a thousand of bricks." This commandment is

not out of date, for not even in the looking-glass have
I seen a person with a perfectly clean record on this

stealing question.

Are you going? Before you leave listen to the

famous domestic analect of the Chinese :
" Effective

medicine embitters the mouth, but heals disease.

Faithful words offend the ear, but reform the conduct."
" Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil

;

that put darkness for light, and light for darkness
;

that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter." 1 I

shall not deal much with roguery dealt with by law,

but with whitewashed roguishness.

When we hear the words, " Thou shalt not steal,"

it sets us asking about rights of property. From
1 Isaiah v. 20.

119
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whom can we steal ? God and man. Who owns this

planet? God made this planet, and owns it, and
men with the raw material have made various things

—

ships, telegraphs, public-houses, asylums, and fools.

Property is the creature of man's wit on God's
material. By work and by gift we obtain a right to

property. So this commandment covers a large field

of transactions, social and scientific, commercial,

national, and political.

See how with the Sixth Commandment the outlook

changed ; so far it was, with one exception, on our

duty to God direct, now it is on our duty to God
indirect, by man direct. So the sixth word was of

Kindness, the seventh of Purity, the eighth is of

Honesty. Life, home, and property are alike sacred.

Some men are so full of the rights of society that they
minimise the rights of the individual

;
they talk of

mankind and forget each man.
A certain noble Russian, whose opinions on many

questions are dissimilar to those of most of his

educated countrymen, says there would be no theft if

his property idea were put in practice. There would
be no infringement, because all would belong to every-

body !

The Nihilist declares that Property is Theft (La
propriete c'est le vol) : he soon advances and objects to

an individualist marriage-bond, till he would rise to

the high level of Plato and the Australian black-

fellow by mating in groups and abolishing the family :

he may even hold that for the good of society many
individuals had better cease to exist. In opposition

to such extravagances these commandments witness

that each human being has a right to be protected in

the enjoyment of life, of spouse, and of possessions.

Do our possessions possess us, or we possess
our possessions? Someone congratulated John
Jacob Astor on his wealth. He replied, " Would you
take care of my property for your board and clothes ?



" Thou shall not steal" 121

That is all I get for doing it." The most pitiable

circumstance attending the possession of wealth is

that no one sympathises with the possessor. It was
a wise man who said that, though a man without
money is poor, a man with nothing but money is

poorer. A mechanic with only one suit of clothes

was invited by a salesman to " come in and purchase
a trunk." " What for ? " said Hard Times. " To put
your clothes in." " You must think this is the Garden
of Eden/' was the laughing retort, and he went off to

earn an honest penny.
Can our possessions make us happy ? One million-

aire said that he was never happier than when he
worked on a farm at two guineas a month. " If you
wish to be well," says Abernethy, " you must live on
6d. a day, and earn it yourself." A rich man driving

me about at Newark in New Jersey one spring day,
saw a row of men sitting on a telegraph pole eating
their meals out of their dinner-cans. Said he, " See
how things are balanced up : they have difficulty in

getting their food, but none in enjoying it ; I have no
difficulty in getting mine, but much in enjoying it."

I pity the man who has not experienced, as Hamerton
says, "the exquisite taste of common dry bread."
" If a rich man wishes to be healthy, he must live like

a poor one." Why not be less conventional and more
real in our thanks before meat, and praise God for

food and appetite alike ? " There is no riches above
a sound body, and no joy above the joy of the heart."

Do not be slaves to riches, nor slave to get them.
What is the richest man on earth ? Not what has
he, but what is he ? The answer to that will help us
to understand whether he is happy. " No man's
private fortune can be an object in any way worthy of
his existence." 1

Why do men steal ? Some because of poverty, but
very few ; some because of drink. Drink is responsible

1 Bacon.
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for many crimes. Drinking, gambling, stealing, form
a very natural trio

!

Meantime every man has property of some kind,

whether it be his little villa, his mammoth department
store, his shares in the South Sea Bubble, or his pain-

fully saved sixpence. If he is to be protected in the

enjoyment of his own, there must be no stealing, but
honesty. Honesty is a square thing; squares have
four sides, let us look at each. We want honesty in

trading, in working, in playing, and in talking.

I. Honesty in trading. Thou shalt not steal.

"An honest man's the noblest work of God."
Is that a modern thought only? Is honesty some-
thing as between man and man only? The steady
answer of the Bible is that it does not depend on any
social contract, but that it is the concern of God.
Look at these details, and remember that perfection

comes by attending to details :

Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great

and a small.

Thou shalt not have in thy house divers measures, a
great and a small.

But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect

and just measure shalt thou have : that thy days may
be lengthened in the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee.

For all that do such things, and all that do un-

righteously, are an abomination unto the Lord thy God. 1

The Western Chinese do actually have yardsticks of

two lengths. Goods are sold at the same price as

they are bought for ; but they are bought by the long

stick and sold by the short ! Our notion of profit is

to have the same stick, but one price to buy at,

another to sell at. The Chinese plan of two sticks

can easily be warped so as to cheat. And this the

Jews were forbidden to try. Another sort of measure
1 Deut. xxv. 13-16.
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is the bushel, and a good many tricks can be played

with a levelled bushel or a heaped bushel. In

Jerusalem to-day, the purchaser of grain does the

measuring, and it is amazing how he can press down,
and heap up till it runs over. Strange to say, I found

the same custom at Tsu-Hsiamfu in far Western
China, where for five taels the purchaser may weigh
himself out a hundred pounds of the wonderful and
wonder-working Boho.1 But at least he may only

try his ingenuity with a measure of standard size, and
is spared quarrelling about imperial gallons and barn

gallons, about English ells and French ells and
Flemish ells, about hundreds and long hundreds,

about pounds troy and pounds avoirdupois. Given
a perfect and just measure, let the buyer fill it, and
there must be honesty.

And if the weights and measures are honest, there

is the quality of the goods to look to. At some
sales which advertise an " enormous sacrifice," it is

the purchaser who makes it, not the vendor. At
other times he trades on the ignorance of the owner:
" It is naught, it is naught," saith the buyer ; but

when he is gone his way, then he boasteth. In the

Zoroastrian Hell, a man who fortifies his milk with

water is flogged with snakes; a man who fortifies

appearances with lies has his tongue covered with

centipedes. Religion is concerned with honesty

;

says Froude, " Show me a people whose trade is dis-

honest, and I will show you a people whose religion is

a sham."
Even public opinion rebukes dishonesty—when it

is on a small scale, and when it is exposed. See how
Lycurgus taught his young Spartans to steal, and
avoid detection ; he was the Fagin of his day. Society

to-day will look mildly on a rich man who is shrewd
enough to avoid detection and even inquiry, little as

his methods might bear investigation. A minister

1 See A Yankee on the Yangtze.
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once gave his congregation a sensation by the remark,
" I have just come from preaching to a thousand
convicts in the jail ; the chief difference between
that audience and this is, that they got caught."

Such preaching is not exactly popular. Black
Sambo was holding forth with great gusto ; his

white master sent for him and said, " I want you
to take all the time you need, and prepare a sermon
on the Ten Commandments. Bear down hard on
stealing, for there is much on this plantation." Uncle
Sambo looked very serious as he said, " Massa, there

doesn't seem much warmth in dat ar subject."

There is plenty of indirect stealing, and men do
not find that a warming subject. Some men are

above direct theft, but they will hold stock in a

company, and forbear to inquire into its methods, and
draw their big dividends half-yearly. Even a ballad-

monger can understand and apply the lawyer's maxim,
" Who does through another man, does it himself."

If you go and draw your baynet,
Go and stick a feller thru,

God won't ask who gave the order

—

He will send the bill to you !

Some men try and salve their conscience by giving

away freely ; it would be interesting to compare how
much they steal, how much they give, and how much
gratitude or honour they expect. They have a sort

of apostolic example, and are in a kind of apostolic

succession, which goes a long way with some people.

Judas wanted to give to the poor, but he had the bag

!

Paul advised that a thief should labour, working with
his hands at something respectable, to gain what he
might give to a man in need.

II. Honesty in working. Thou shalt not
steal.

Thou shalt not steal . . . What? How do
you fill up that blank? Only with the word
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"money" or "merchandise"? Other things than

these can be stolen
;
many valuables do not stick to

the fingers. Thou shalt not steal . . . time

!

Time? What is time? "If you ask me," says

Augustine, " what is Time, I cannot tell you ; but I

know quite well, if you do not ask me."

Here is Longfellow's definition. "What is time?

The shadows on the dial, the striking of the

clock, the running of the sand, day and night,

summer and winter, months, years, centuries. These
are but the arbitrary and outward signs, the measure
of time, not time itself. Time is the life of the soul

;

if not this, then tell me what is time." Time is a

sacred gift. Richard II. says, "I wasted time and
now time doth waste me."

" God who is liberal and generous in all other gifts

teaches us how circumspect we ought to be in the

right management of our time ; for He never gives us

two moments together ; He gives us only the second

as He takes away the first, and keeps the third in His

hands, leaving us in an absolute uncertainty whether

He will give it us or not."

Gladstone knew the value of time. " Thrift of time

will repay you in after life with a usury of profit

beyond your most sanguine dreams ; while the waste

of it will make you dwindle, alike in intellectual and
moral stature, beyond your darkest reckonings."

Listen to the caustic words of Chesterfield. " His

Grace the Duke of Newcastle loses an hour in the

morning, and is looking for it all the rest of the day."

By being honest with time men have become great.

A certain Lord Chancellor, finding his wife always

kept him waiting a quarter of an hour for dinner,

wrote four volumes and translated the New Testament
into Greek during the " waiting time "

!

On an old sundial at Stirling are these words :
" I

am a shadow ; so art thou. I mark time ; dost thou ?
"

Says Lecky, " Look time in the face " ; and Franklin
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" You value life ; then do not squander time, for time
is the stuff of life."

There is a well-known commercial expression,
" Time is Money," and a person has no right when
receiving wages to waste his time, for he thereby robs
his employer. Quaint old Thomas Carlyle said, " The
labour question as I see it is just this : that every
man does as little as he can, and gets as much as he
can for it.'' I do not entirely agree with Carlyle, but
there should be a fair day's wage for a fair day's

work ; and a fair day's work for a fair day's wage
It is not -right for a man to throw four shovelfuls

of earth when he is paid for throwing five ; and it is

not right to pay a man for throwing four shovelfuls

and require him to throw five. T am against sweating
either the workman or the employer

!

The employer has no right to sweat the employee.
For God says

:

Thou shalt not oppress the hired servant that is poor
and needy, whether he be of thy brethren or of thy
strangers that are in thy land within thy gates.

God says

:

Ye must not grind the faces of the poor.

And also,

Owe no man anything (but to love one another).

The mournful observation of Titus, " I have lost a

day ; for all this day I have done no good thing."

Charles Lamb divided the human species into

borrowers and lenders, and I fear many times the

borrowing is simply thieving.

If you want peace and forgiveness you must
confess and make restitution. "If the wicked restore

the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the

statutes of life, without committing iniquity, he shall

surely live, he shall not die. None of his sins that he
hath committed shall be mentioned unto him."

On the other hand, many a man will swindle his
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employer, especially if his mates stand with him in a

trade union. Now, trade unions have been beneficial,

but have we not heard of the " Ca canny " policy ?

And some men will back up the employee in any
demand out of misplaced sentimentality. But did

not God forbid to show preference to a man just

because he is poor? Some people seem to think that

the wealthy may rightly be fleeced, and say, " Oh, it

is nothing to him."

There are about 28,000,000 contracts made each

week-day in Great Britain ; hence the importance of

this commandment is evident.

Non-debt-paying is also stealing. Away in

China it is the custom for everybody to pay his debts

once a year. But then China is a heathen country

,

nobody would expect people in a Christian country to

do such a thing ! Sad it is, but too often our people

remind me of a story I once heard :

—

A gentleman was calling on a family. The wife

and visitor were in conversation, when the caller

inquired, " Madam, what means this constant tramping
to and fro I hear just over our heads ? Is the house

haunted? This constant tramp, tramp, tramp is

most uncanny. Pray tell me what it means: it unnerves

me ! " To which she gave ready but anxious reply

:

" That is my good husband walking his room because

he owes a man a debt and has no money to pay it."

" Oh ! is that all ? " cried the relieved visitor. " I'll tell

you what to do. Let the other man do the walking."

Non-debt-paying is stealing. Under this head
there are two classes—those who could pay their

debts if they would, and those who would pay their

debts if they could. Church debts are like other

debts. It is always a species of theft to go in debt
and not pay. A missionary in Sierra Leone gave
this problem to one boy in a class of natives :

" If your
father bought a suit of clothes for £3 and paid is.

a week, how much would he owe at the end of one
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year ? " " £3" promptly spoke out the boy. " Why,
how is that ? You certainly don't know your tables."
" Oh, yes, I do ; but I know my father also." How
wonderfully civilised that father has become

!

" I cannot say he went to heaven," said a Yankee
of a deceased friend ;

" but he paid a bill of ten years'

standing the day before he died, and you can judge
for yourself."

There are still others who are so bad as to blame
God for their debts. It was the custom of some
people living in the Highland fishing village of

Hilton to answer the merchants' duns with the

Gaelic expression, " When the Lord will put it on us."

Don't send the poor woman away who brought
your needlework, by saying, " It is not convenient.

"

She has worked very hard. The five shillings are

nothing to you, but they are much to her. Con-
stantly while at the work she was looking forward to

getting those shillings ; she made great efforts to finish

and bring the piece as quickly as possible, to obtain

the money to buy food. God says, " Thou shalt not

defraud thy neighbour nor rob him : the wages of him
that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until

the morning." 1 It is said that half the world does

not know how the other half lives. But it is the

business of the rich to know how the poor get on. A
pious, liberal-hearted man had a dream one night,

that while he was in prayer he arose and began
walking, and had a vision. He was conducted in this

vision to an awful pit, where were a fire and three

gibbets. On one hung a man by the tongue, on
another hung a man by the hands, and on the third

gibbet there was no one yet hung. The first gibbet

held his grandfather, who fraudulently got the land

the dreamer was living on. " The second," said the

angel, " is your father, who knew about it ; and the

third is for you if you do not give it up." His wife

1 Lev. xix. 13.
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said, " We shall starve !
" But he replied, " Better

starve going to heaven, than flourish going to hell."

The proper thing to drive an engine with is " fire."

The proper thing to drive life is the fire of the love
of God. And the improper thing to drive life is hell

fire.

Which is the worse : to take deposits in a rotten
bank from widows and half-pay officers, and to close

the doors, leaving them to get half-a-crown in the
pound ; or to bilk a poor laundress of her weekly bill ?

Not much difference before God ; and hear what He
said :

—

I will come near to you to judgment ; and I will be
a swift witness against the sorcerers and against the
adulterers and against false swearers ; and against
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow
and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger
from his right and fear not Me.

III. Honesty in playing. Thou shalt not steal.

After work comes play. Play is necessary to

success. "All work and no play makes Jack a dull

boy." Descartes spent the morning settling a planet,

and in the evening he would amuse himself with
watering a flower. But "play" to some people
means just gambling. Gambling and cholera have
come to us from the nations of Asia, and the sooner
we get rid of both the better, for they are bad.
Gambling is the greater of the two evils. Can a man
be honest in play? I believe in sport, but do not
care to kick a football with a brick in it or a bet on
it. Why ? Because, as Thomas Hughes says, " gaming
finds a man a cully, and leaves him a knave." Some
people's badness expresses itself in bets—and what is

a bet for ? what is the purpose underlying a bet ? Let
Dryden speak :

—

Bets at first are fool-traps, where the wise,

Like spiders, lay in ambush for the flies.

9
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Man is injured by gambling. The absorbing passion
of gambling takes the sway of the head, and de-
generacy results.

" Gambling," says Kingsley, " of all habits, is one
of the most intrinsically savage. Historically, it has
been the excitement of the lowest brutes in human
form for ages past. It gains money by the lowest
and most unjust means, for it takes money out of
your neighbour's pocket without giving him anything
in return. I say the devil is the only father of it."

"Habit" is derived from Latin "to have." Habits
are self-created, of slow growth, but fatal. Gambling
destroys the gambler.

Lavater says :
" It is possible that a wise and good

man may be prevailed on to game ; but it is im-
possible that a professed gamester should be a wise
and good man." And wise Burton writes :

" Gaming,
whether pursued from desire of gain or love of
pleasure, is as ruinous to the temper and disposition

of the party addicted to them as it is to his fame and
fortune."

Suppose we try a little exposition of the law.

What is theft ? The law of the land says, Feloniously
taking that which belongs to another. The law of

God is stronger and deeper and clearer: Obtaining
what rightfully belongs to another without adequate
compensation. When you gamble and win, how do
you compensate the loser? by the excitement he
had ?—but you had it too. By giving him his revenge ?

—then, if after some weeks' play you come out even,

how is anyone the better ?

Gambling often leads to stealing, even as the

statute law understands it. I knew a young fellow

of good connections, well brought up, in a good
position, of bright prospects, who took to card-play-

ing and gambling. He lost steadily, borrowed some
of his employer's money, "just for the night," expect-
ing to win back and replace before the morning.



" Thou shalt not steal"

He lost the money, he lost his position, he lost his

reputation, he lost his life.

" I think it very wonderful," says Addison, " to see

persons of the best sense passing away a dozen hours
together in shuffling and dividing a pack of cards,

with no other conversation but what is made up of a
few game phrases, and no other ideas but those of

black or red spots ranged together in different figures.

Would not a man laugh to hear anyone of this species

complaining that life is short ?
"

Cards were first invented under reign of Charles VI.,

King of France, to amuse him during the interval of

the disorder which carried him to the grave. Since
then cards have produced disorders without number.

" Understand that every man is worth just so much
as the things are worth about which he busies him-
self." 1 Learn to value yourself by the attention given

to cards and novels !

A minister, solicited to play at cards, arose and
uncovered. When asked what he was doing, he replied,
" To crave God's blessing." They exclaimed, " We
never ask a blessing on such an occasion." " Then,"
said he, " I never engage in anything but on what I

can beg of God to give His blessing."

This is an inventive age. If there was ever a time
when decent people should avoid the gambler's game
it is now, when the genius and skill of the times
engage in providing suitable amusements for persons

of all ages and all colours. Spotted cards pre-

eminently belong to the gambler ; he has other games,
but this is his. With euchre Cards I saw people
gambling in Jerusalem, in Cairo, in Smyrna, and even
on Patmos ! People of all colours in all parts of the

civilised world use the spotted cards for gambling
purposes. Therefore I do not use the cards.

I am thankful I was brought up. I hate spotted

cards ! The first pack of gambler's cards that came into
1 Marcus Aurelius.
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our house my mother asked me for, and when I gave
them to her she said, " How beautiful these look . . .

in the fire
!

" Praise God that I was guarded in the
early days so faithfully. The nth maxim of the
Sacred Edict says, " Instruct the youth and thus
prevent evil-doing "

; and Solomon says, " Train up a
child in the way he should go ; and when he is old,

he will not depart from it."

Do not gamble ! Either for booby or bonds. To
play for a chestnut is as bad as to have a stake of a
thousand guineas ! The value of the thing gambled
for has no relation to the guilt of the act. Two men
were debating this, and one said :

" Well, you will

not contend that a gamble for a pin and for a pound
are the same to God?" "When you tell me the
difference between the value of a pin and of a pound
to God," said the other, " I will answer your question."

A gentleman, over whom cards were fast getting

the mastery, one day shook his finger at a pack,
saying, " You are a thing, and I am a man. A thing
shall not master a man. I love you, but here goes."

And away upward they went into smoke

!

IV. Honesty in talking. Thou shalt not steal.

Thou shalt not steal—what? This command-
ment not only guards the property which is outside
the man, but also that still more valuable asset which
is inside the man, i.e. reputation with others and
character within.

Beware how you use Proverbs. You must not
hint crookedness with a nod of the head and a voice

saying, "Where there is smoke there is fire." You
may lie and steal a person's good name, which is not
trash, although the purse may be. There is a Scottish

proverb equally as dangerous, "There's aye a little

water where the stirkie (calf) gets drooned." It

intimates there must be some foundation for the story,

and there no doubt is, namely, the dark sinful
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heart of the individual who made the tale. " But lo,

thou requirest truth in the inward parts." 1

By both speech and silence we may harm another

—part of the truth may be a lie ; hence in the law
courts a witness is sworn to tell " the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth."

A lie which is all a lie may be met and fought with outright

;

But a lie which is part a truth is a harder matter to fight.

God and Man, I said at first. But is that quite

clear enough? I say now, Ourselves, Others, and
God.
How can I rob myself? By hoarding up, by giving

up recreation and variety of life to money-grub. God
wants us to be many-sided, but some men get so

sharp they have no sides worth mentioning. You rob

yourself, and the occupation is neither remunerative

nor entertaining, except to the onlookers. " Why
does not that man pull out the beam from his eye ?

"

So he would, if he could sell the timber. Don't rob

yourself of your career, of the pleasure God means for

you.

Don't rob other folk by sinful spending. " What a

clever man my son is ! I allow him £$00 a year, and
he spends ,£5000."

And who paid in the long-run ? A bill may be
renewed often, but the amount rises amazingly fast.

Don't rob God. " How do we rob Him ? " By not

paying Him a fair share. I knew a man who was very
prosperous, and who always counted God as his

partner. When he married, the income was divided

into three parts, for man, for wife, for God. When
God sent them a son, each took a quarter. Suppose
you count God your partner, and give Him a fair

share. He is probably worth at least as much as you
in running your affairs.

Don't rob Him of His time. He tells us what is

1 Psalm li. 6.
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His minimum share here—one day in seven. But some
folk gird at having a holiday !

" When will the

Sabbath be past, that we may open shop, making the

yard short and falsifying the scales ? That we may buy
the poor for cash, and sweat the needy over a pair of

shoes ? Yes, and trade off rubbish as wheat ? " God
gives us the holiday, and wants us to make it a holy
day. Take time to be holy. Nehemiah found time
to pray while in Shushan, the palace, he waited beside

the King of Persia's chair.

Give yourself to God. vEschines said to Socrates,
" I am a poor man, and have nothing else, but I give

you myself." "Do you not perceive," said Socrates,
" that you are giving me what is of the greatest value ?

"

Don't rob Him of the energy He may expect in His
service. Good resolutions are good, as far as they go,

but they must be acted up to. Follow Zaccheus down
the tree ; restore what you have taken. Confess,

restore, and be forgiven. Then follow on and serve.

God wants plenty of helpers ; has He no claim on
you?

Don't rob Him of yourself. " My son, give Me
thine heart

!

" He asks you, as if He asked a favour
;

but He has purchased you at great cost, and to hold

back is not honest We are not our own, but are

bought with a price. Will you be mean enough to

back out? will you be foolish enough to cry off? He
has bought us ; we are His ; will you steal from God ?

Thou shalt not steal.

All have sinned and come short.

What is sin ? Sin is the transgression of the Law.
What must I do to be saved ? Believe on the Lord

Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.



The Ninth Word of the

Ten Commandments

" Thou shalt not bearfalse witness against thy neighbour"

"You lie—yes, you do! You are a liar—yes, you are!

Go to Hell
!

" I held my breath ; so luridly, so pro-

fanely, with such hate in the very tones of his voice,

spoke in my hearing an angry man to his fellow. No
human being has a right to use such awful words to

another. But did the angry man accurately name
the destiny of a liar, when he said the terrible words,
" Go to Hell " ? • Most of the great religions mark out

the same end for the lying soul ! Let us see.

Go to Hell, says Brahminism to the liar. In this

belief the man who utters any falsehood, or bears

false witness through partiality, is condemned to the

Raurava, or dreadful shrieking hell.

The Hindoos say that the sin of killing a Brahman
is as great as that of killing one hundred cows, and
the sin of killing one hundred cows is as great as that

of killing a woman, and the sin of killing one hundred
women is as great as that of killing a child in the

womb, and the sin of killing one hundred children in

the womb is as great as that of telling a lie.

Go to Hell, says Buddhism to the liar. "The
fraudulent trustees, quacks, and backbiters are sunk in

burning black clouds, saucy wives in boiling oil, cheat-

ing tradesmen and men who cast broken glass into

the highway are mashed together in a mighty mortar

by foot-pestles worked by fiends."

13s
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Go to Hell, says Zoroastrianism to the liar. " A
lie is the worst sin, and is punishable by 600 years in

Hell." An American speaker once asked a company
of New Jersey children what kinds of sins there are.

They readily replied, " Good sins and bad sins." He
then asked them what were the worst of bad sins.

" Lies," they instantly replied. The children of

Zoroaster and the children of New Jersey agree " a
lie is the worst sin."

Go to Hell, says Mohammedanism to the liar. The
sinful tongue shall grow yards out of the mouth, and
trail along on the ground like a long tail, and many
persons shall tread on it, walk on it, stamp their feet

on it.

Go to Hell will be the awful sentence of the Last
Day, for " All liars shall have their part in the lake

which burneth with fire and brimstone," which is also

Satan's destiny. As Plato long ago said, " The
genuine lie is hated by all gods and men." Every lie

is a step darkward, every falsehood is a black cap for

the soul. " For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and
whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and who-
soever loveth and maketh a lie."

This sin of lying is so dreadful in its results that

it warrants dreadful punishment. The great religions

of this planet fling against it their thunder-bolts of

judgment. Lying is not only a very general sin, but
a mother of sins. Murder kills one man, but a liar's

falsehoods mutilate a multitude of souls. The Word
of God speaks of books being kept out of which men
shall be judged. Job said, " Oh, that my words were
now written ! Oh, that they were printed in a book !

"

They are in a book, and yours also ; the Book of the

Record of Right and Wrong.
My aim is to convince you at the beginning that

the sin of lying is a very dreadful and frequent sin.

Never forget, when tempted to disregard the Ninth
Word, that the breaking of the commandment lost
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Jesus Christ His life* The sin of false witnessing

crucified our Lord

!

No man can measure the harm done by false

testimony since the world began. Great Spurgeon
once said, " If all men's sins were divided into two
bundles, half of them would be sins of the tongue."

The words of St James are not too strong: "The
tongue is a fire; the world of iniquity among our

members is the tongue, which defileth the whole body,
and setteth on fire the wheel of nature, and is set on
fire by hell."

Language is a solemn thing, it grows out of life

—out of its agonies and ecstasies, its wants and its

weariness. Every language is a temple, in which the

soul of those who speak it is enshrined. So wrote
Oliver Wendell Holmes, and the Bible says, " If any
man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man."
Adopt Pindar's resolution, " I will not stain speech
with a lie." We do not require a large vocabulary,

but a good one. Max Miiller tells of a country
clergyman who had labourers in his parish with not
above 300 words in their vocabulary. An average
man who reads many books has 4000 words at his

command. Shakespeare had but 15,000 words to

express his ideas, Milton 8000, and the Old Testa-

ment but 5642. Whether ignorant or learned, use
only good words. They brighten with the use. Von
Humboldt is speaking :

" One must not consider a
language as a product, dead and formed but once ; it

is an animate being. Human thought elaborates

itself with the progress of intelligence; and of this

thought, language is a manifestation.

"

To fill deliberately the mind with sweet, pure, holy
thoughts, thoughts of Jesus Christ, the One altogether

lovely, and to pass those precious thoughts out
through the lips and life to bless men—that is the

highest privilege of man.
In the Ninth Commandment we are taught the
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sanctity of language, indeed there is nothing more
clearly taught in all the Word of God. Ruskin
truthfully says in the Lamp of Truth, "Truth
forgives no insult, and endures no stain. Do not let

us lie at all. Do not think of one falsehood as harm-
less, and another as slight, and another as unintended,
cast them all aside

;
they may be light and accidental,

but they are ugly soot from the smoke of the pit for

all that." Leigh Hunt writes, " Lying is a horrid vice

— un-English," and he might have said un-Christian.

And yet, "Lying is the commonest and most con-
ventional of all vices. It pervades, more or less,

every class of the community, and is fancied to be so
necessary to the carrying on of human affairs, that

the practice is tacitly agreed upon
;

nay, in other
terms, openly avowed. In the monarch it is king-
craft, in the statesman, expediency, in the church-
man, mental reservation, in the lawyer, the interest
of his client, in the merchant, manufacturer, and
shopkeeper, secrets of trade." But lying lips are

an abomination to the Lord. God cannot lie, and we
should not.

Among the Ten Commandments there are two that

deal with sins that find expression by the tongue.
The Third Commandment forbids taking the name of
God in vain, and this, the ninth, forbids false witnessing.

Lying is forbidden in the Scriptures.

Keep thee far from a false matter ; and the
innocent and righteous slay thou not : for I will not
justify the wicked. Ye shall not steal, neither deal
falsely, neither lie one to another. In the day of
prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity
consider : God also hath set the one over against the
other, to the end that man should find nothing after

him. Wherefore putting away lying, speak every
man truth with his neighbour: for we are members
one of another. Lie not one to another, seeing that
ye have put off the old man with his deeds.
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Lying is more than simply forbidden: we are to

hate lying. " A righteous man hateth lying : but a
wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to shame."
What is a he? The intentional statement or

action which produces a false impression in the mind
of another ! Falsehood is vastly more than a quality
of speech.

In the Third Commandment we were told not to

take God's name in vain. In this commandment we
were not to take man's name in vain. Paul says,
" Put away lying

;
speak every man truth to his

neighbour, for we are members one of another."

Here the great apostle deals with society, which is

highly organised, and of which language is a necessary
element.

It is the custom in this age of the world to speak of

white lies and darkies. When I mention white lies, I

do not refer to tombstones, or "The Lives of the

Saints," but to the facility with which popular usage
accepts an excuse for sin. It is appalling.

A classification of lies is a great labour. Some
have limited lies unto the lie addatory, the lie detrac-

tory, the lie translatory. Of this be assured, there are

no little lies. As Paley says, " I have seldom known
anyone who deserted truth in trifles that could be
trusted in matters of much importance."

Here is a list of lies which somebody has pre-

pared :

—

Jocose lies. Such as when Sara said she did not
laugh.

Official lies, as in Exodus i. 19.

Malicious lies, as in Genesis xi. 4. This includes

slander, which is a lie invented and circulated with
malicious intention. This is one of the meanest and
most contemptible forms of injury possible to man.

Dissembling lies, as in Proverbs xi. 9. " Common-
sense is the sort of sense without which all other sense

is nonsense," and common honesty is the kind of
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honesty without which all other honesty is dishonesty.

Dr Johnson would not allow servants to say he was
not at home if he was, saying, "If I accustom a
servant to tell a lie for me, have I not reason to

apprehend that he will tell many for himself?"
Beware of tale-bearing, and remember the libel law
has been interpreted by the supreme court to forbid

the circulation of the truth even, to the detriment of

a person.

Hypocrisy.

Flattery, as in Acts xii. 12 and 22. Do not praise a
person unduly simply to please him and through his

vanity get his goodwill. It is despicable. Be careful

how you give letters of recommendation.
Boasting. A quack doctor in America claims to

have invented a medicine to cure any disease, which
can also be used as an embalming fluid after death.

I shall take a simpler classification.

Regulation old-style lying. There is so much
of it that it does not seem necessary to speak about
it. We cannot all be heroes, martyrs, statesmen, or
fools, but anyone can be honest in speech. Lying is

old style ; as Richter says, "It was the first sin on
the earth, happily the devil was guilty of it, on the
tree of knowledge—was a lie."

This plain, old-fashioned lying is done for the
purpose of simply lying. Some people like to lie.

They are not comfortable unless they do lie. They
lie for the fun of it. They lie to kill time. They
have gotten into the habit of prevaricating, so that

they find it absolutely necessary to lie. If they did

not, they would lose their appetite. Some people get
such a reputation for lying that nobody believes what
they say. It is best to sleep with the mouth closed,

and a little practice while awake will do no harm.
People lie to get revenge. As when a girl has

been jilted, and tells strange stories to her rival.

Some persons lie to transact business. " Truth is
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the highest thing a man can keep." 1 A man who
signified he was about to begin business, was asked
how he'd begin ;

" With a closing-out sale," was the

reply.

It is old-fashioned, also, because many children are

brought up on lying. Charles T. Jerome tells how
his child of two years was kept quiet with a lie while its

picture was taken. The operators told the child that

a bird was in the camera, and the youngster gazed
steadily to see it emerge, and so the negative was
made. On the return of the father he heard of this,

and explained at once to his child that it was un-
true. If in the nursery lying is resorted to for keep-
ing the inmates quiet, the children breathe a vitiated

atmosphere.
If the small fry are so manipulated they will absorb

the poison and cheat at play as if "born liars/'

Herodotus says the ancient Persians instructed their

youth, from five years of age to twenty, in three

things—to manage a horse, to shoot dexterously with
the bow, and to speak the truth. Later in life people
lie often when they say, " I am glad to see you,"

and receive the person with inner repugnance. A
manuscript is seldom good until it is bought and the

contract signed.

Exaggerating is lying. I strongly recommend
the frequent use of an old Irish proverb, " A woman
told that a woman told her that she heard a woman
saying "

Insinuating is lying. This is a surface deceit, and
includes gossiping and hinting. The way to avoid

premature old age is to die young. And the way to

avoid grosser forms of lying is to stop insinuating. A
magazine article asks, " Can we think without words ?

"

Maybe we can ; but I am certain that we can lie

without words. You have no right to steal a person's

reputation.
1 Chaucer.
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Good name in man or woman
Is the immediate jewel of their souls.

Put yourself in another's place. An old practitioner

said to a medical student, " The patient has one leg

shorter than the other, and hence limps: in such a
case, what would you do ? " " I'd limp too."

Who steals my purse steals trash
;

But he that filches from me my good name
Robs me of that which not enriches him
And makes me poor indeed.

"If our neighbours had as few faults as ourselves,

what a pleasant world this would be to live in !

"

False witnessing may be done by keeping
silence, that is, by suppressing the truth

;
keeping

the mouth shut when you know better, or speaking
only part of the facts. In the courts witnesses
are sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. That man is a liar who,
when speaking of a work in which he simply had a
share, takes all the credit to himself by not mentioning
another who had at least an equal part.

Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord : but they
that deal truly are his delight.

By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned.

All liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone : which is the second death.

Why does not the Ninth Commandment speak as
briefly and as universally as the preceding ones?
Thou shalt not kill ; thou shalt not commit adultery

;

thou shalt not steal. Why not thou shalt not lie ?

The three preceding were easily kept to the letter,

but to say in that age of the world, " Thou shalt not
lie," would have discouraged the people. The first

great moral code contains no wholesale or unlimited
prohibition of lying. It said there shall be no lying
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in the tribe. Thou shalt not bear false witness

against thy neighbour, which word kept on narrowing

down until when Christ came He dropped the
word " neighbour " out of the Ninth Commandment,
and made it wholesale and world-wide ! The moral

teaching of Jesus was wider than the Greek, Roman,
or Hebrew ; it was applied to the whole planet and
to all time. You will notice that when Christ quoted

the Ninth Commandment he omitted the limiting

word " neighbour," as did also the great apostle Paul

;

so whatever may have been its narrow application in

the days of Moses and the dawn of a better civilisation,

Christ enlarged it to colossal proportions both as to

space and time. We will rewrite the commandment
into plainer form, " Thou shalt not lie."

There are great present opportunities for

lying. Never were the temptations to lie so great

as now (for never was competition so insistent), and
never were the opportunities so open, frequent, general,

and profitable! Liquor-drinking makes lying con-

venient. I estimate that for every ounce of intoxicant

swallowed two lies are told, so this commandment is

interested in the increase of liquor-drinking.

Now is the time to attack lying, for never before

in the world's history was it so dangerous as now.

The great liars of antiquity and even of the Dark
Ages were able to circulate their most valuable lies

only in their own city, or at most in a very limited

extent of territory, and that imperfectly ; but now there

is no end to the circulation of a lie, and accurately too.

Now exists to an unprecedented extent an opportunity

for world-wide lying. In the Middle Ages and before,

although lies were active, you could catch a liar and
hang him, and in certain instances those to whom he

had communicated the falsehood ; but you can't stop

a lie now.
What would happen were it possible for a lie to get

into a newspaper or a magazine ? I do not say that
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it is possible for a falsehood to get into the public

press, but suppose it were to occur, what then ? Who
can stop a lie with an initial circulation of half a

million copies, with the chances of being quoted in

other papers—by mistake, to be sure—thus getting into

and modifying millions of minds and tens of millions

of thoughts ? Lying is no ordinary retail business on
a small scale now, it is viciously wholesale. Thou
shalt not lie, for a lie once started cannot be stopped.

As someone said, it is a curious thing about a false-

hood, that it can get over so much ground by simply

lying around ! Emerson is quite right :
" Mankind

divides itself into two classes, benefactors and
malefactors."

Are you a liar? This is intended to be put to

you most solemnly. Are you a liar? Lord Bacon
says, " I know no vice that doth so cover a man with

shame as to be found false and perfidious." May we
have truth in the inward parts.

Remember, the only time to capture and head off

a lie is on its way down from the mind to the mouth
—during that journey, seize it by the throat, strangle

it, dagger it, kill it, destroy it. It is the only part of

a lie's journey when it can be subdued and put out

of repair permanently. When it has passed the portal

and gotten into the air, it gets vitality and can run

and not be weary, it can walk and not faint. Then,

too, when it once gets loose it hurries right up to

heaven and registers itself first thing against your

name.
When juvenile lying was being studied by certain

lady teachers in London, some three hundred chil-

dren were delicately and judiciously examined and
watched. " One boy told of ' spells ' of saying over

hundreds of times when alone the word not, in the

vague hope it might somehow be interpolated into

the divine record of his many wrong stories of the

past, to disinfect them and neutralise his guilt."
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Many who are not boys would gladly say " Not

"

a million times if thereby the divine record could

be cleansed and the sins of the tongue blotted out.

There is only one way to blot out sins :
" Repent ye,

and turn ye, that your sins may be blotted out."

We shall meet again ; therefore speak kindly, speak
truthfully. Do not lie to yourself, to another, or to

God. Be kind, be good. Heed the solemn meaning
of The Scarlet Letter : Be true ! Be true ! Be true

!

Finally, lying to God. This is a very serious

business. Look at Ananias and Sapphira. Peter

asked Ananias, " Why hath Satan filled thine

heart to lie unto the Holy Ghost ?
*

Don't lie to please your employer. Leave your
job rather than leave the truth.

The mendacious Mr Fag, in Sheridan's Rivals,

assures us that, though he never scruples to tell a
lie at his master's command, yet it hurts his con-

science to be found out.

Every liar will be found out ! God Almighty has
so arranged it that every lie told is against Himself.

Many people behave as if they thought they could
deceive the Almighty. This is impossible, and all

liars shall have their part in the lake that burneth
with fire and brimstone, whether they lie directly to

man or God. At the Great White Throne there will

be no false witnessing, no dissembling, no hypocrisy
or flattery. All things shall be open and seen. The
wicked, self-condemned, will flee away into darkness,

for into Heaven there entereth nothing that defileth

or maketh a lie.

10



The Tenth Word of the Ten
Commandments

u Thou shalt not covet."

Bishop Latimer, in a great sermon before King
Edward VI., from the text Luke xxi. 1 5, repeated it

as follows :

—

" Take heed and beware of covetousness.
" Take heed and beware of covetousness.
" Take heed and beware of covetousness.
" Take heed and beware of covetousness."

Latimer went on to say :
" And what if I should

say nothing else these three or four hours but these

words, ' Take heed and beware of covetousness,' it

would be thought strange ; and yet as strange as it

is, it would be like the sermon of Jonah that he
preached to the Ninevites as touching the shortness or

fewness of the words. For his sermon was, ' There
is yet forty days to come, and Nineveh shall be
destroyed.' Thus he walked from street to street.

There is no great odds nor difference at the leastwise

in the number of the words or meaning. What came
of Jonah's sermon? They believed God and were
converted from their sins." Nineveh was a very

covetous city.

Oh, the folly of covetousness ! Let me repeat

during these coming sixty minutes, " Take heed and
beware of covetousness

!

" I have nothing else to

146
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say. You want me to say it in different language,
with a variety of explanations, but I question which
would do the most good. If you would consent to

sit here and let me say for thirty minutes, " Take heed
and beware of covetousness," it would pay ! Latimer
did well to preach so before a great king

!

The history of the past and present declares

:

Mammon led them on,

The least erect of spirits.

The excesses of Babylon and Nineveh, the mad
expeditions of Alexander in his pursuit of universal

empire, the terrible desolation wrought by the Roman
legions, the murdered millions left in the train of
the Goths, Vandals, and later hordes of wholesale
murderers, when they were swept southwards like an
avalanche—were they led by generals, or statesmen,
or explorers ? No

;
by Mammon. Columbus dis-

covered the New World, and his crew settled on an
island where there was gold, and killed the inhabitants.

Cortez slaughtered 2000 nobles in Mexico at one
festival—what for? for Mammon ! Pizarro butchered
4000 of the attendants of the Incas, condemned him
to be buried alive, and asked a blessing before he
divided the blood-stained treasure ! In later times
Napoleon led his armies and drenched Europe with
the blood of five millions of human lives ; but who
led Napoleon ? Mammon, the spirit of covetousness.
The Czar and he met to divide the planet between
them.

Let me take a lofty position, give me the voice
of earth-enveloping thunder, and let me cry aloud
to all the kingdoms of the earth, "Thou shalt not
covet

!

'

I. The history of covetousness would be the
history of the human race, with glorious excep-
tions. Mrs Adam fast developed an itching palm.
This arch-sin of covetousness began in the Garden
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of Eden, where perfect surroundings depended on
perfect obedience. On every hand are evidences
of this sin.

This commandment does not forbid the accumu-
lation of property, that is permitted by the Eighth
Commandment, for the desire for property is an
incentive to progress, if propelled by the right motive,

and the right motive is mentioned by Dr Luke.

And it came to pass when he was come nigh to

Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the

Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples saying,

Go ye into the village over against you ; in the which
at your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet
never man sat ; loose him, and bring him hither. And
if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him ? thus shall ye
say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him.
And they that were sent went their way, and found
even as he had said unto them. And as they were
loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them,
Why loose ye the colt ? And they said, The Lord hath
need of him.

Covetousness is responsible for much borrowing.

The Scripture says, " Owe no man anything," but the

savage ancestors of the British, the Ancient Britons,

so far ignored this caution that they borrowed money
on promise to pay in the next world, which is

carrying the business too far !
" Who goes a-borrow-

ing goes a-sorrowing." But many moderns seem to

run on the same time limit. Paulding says, " Money
has become our god, or rather our demon, and the

belief seems to be fast gaining ground that to win a

fortune and lose a soul is playing for a stake worthy
of rational and immortal beings."

" Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house." It

is not wrong to have a house, or to desire to have a

house. It is thy neighbour's house, it is his that

thou art not to covet. " Thou shalt not covet thy

neighbour's house" stands alone. A complete com-
mandment for the home. In Leviticus the law for-
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bade the owner from permanently alienating the farm-
stead. The man and the land were indissoluble. The
house in the field could not depart from the family.

The town house could. It was the home of the
artisan or tradesman, who might move for commercial
reasons. Thy neighbour's house is his! "Thou
shalt not covet " is then repeated for " thy neighbour's

wife." " Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife
"

—this commandment is unnecessary if the neigh-
bour's wife is ugly and every way undesirable.

Coleridge was of opinion that the ideal union would
be that of a deaf man and a blind woman. It is not
wrong to desire a wife, it may be the best thing
possible to desire a wife, but thou shalt not covet
thy neighbour's wife. You must not covet his man-
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass,

nor anything that is thy neighbour's. You reply, I

have no desire for servants, male or female ; and as for

an ox or an ass, I shouldn't know what to do with
them.

Just so. But this Tenth Commandment is really

a picture of the simple patriarchal life of olden times.

Instead of stocks and bonds, factories, inflated

securities and blocks of city houses, the ox and the
ass make, the simple picture. But all of these
things stand for our modern, social, and commercial
values.

II. This is an internal sin.

O cursed lust of gold ! when for thy sake
The fool throws up his interest in both worlds,
First starv'd in this, then damn'd in that to come.

Tennyson wrote of the " narrowing lust of gold."
St Francis of Sales never had anyone confess to him
the sin of covetousness, nor have I ever heard of any-
one doing it. The Bible does not tell of one man
who ever recovered from it. As the First Command-
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ment was solely a soul law, so the last is a soul law

also, and no outward act is necessarily involved.

Internal sins are dangerous. Internal sins are

infernal. A man's eyes are naturally turned outward,

but for this you must turn your eyes inward. This

is a sin of thought, a hidden, secret sin. Jeremy Taylor
observes, " The greatest evils are from within us." The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him. This

sin is internal, and salvation is internal. Covetousness

is an internal sin. Hence, do not paint the cheek, but

renew the heart-blood. The watch which is inaccu-

rate in keeping time requires to be dealt with below
the hands—don't correct the clock by the two hands,

but by the machinery.

Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil

upon their beds ! When the morning is light they

practise it, because it is in the power of their hand.

And they covet fields, and take them by violence

;

and houses, and take them away : so they oppress a

man and his house, even a man and his heritage.

Covetousness is a blanket sin—it includes under

its dark folds the whole of the others. It is the

breach of all the commandments. As Seneca says,

" A poor person wants many things, but a covetous

person wants everything." William Crouch, writing

in 1708, calls it "The Enormous Sin of Covetous."

Coveting tempts us to worship Mammon in addition

to Jehovah, and then we break the First Command-
ment. Some are of opinion that riches give power to

avoid the ills of life. Not so ! Money is a measure

of value and a medium of exchange, and was never

intended to be worshipped as the spirit of covetous-

ness leads us to do to-day. Covetousness is not

simply the desire to have money. It is the lust of

what money brings. With some this takes the

ignoble form of the desiring the bubble reputation of

being rich. They want to die wealthy, and, as they

coarsely put it, " to cut up well."
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" That loudest laugh of Hell, the pride of dying rich
!

"

And the form in which it expresses itself in the dread

of poverty. Timothy calls the love of money the

root of all evil. An offensive poisonous vegetable is

the root of one evil, but here is a root of all evil.

There is great need for a " Root Extractor." In one
of the Western States of America a man invented a

strong machine with great iron nippers like a crab, for

going down into the dark earth gripping and extract-

ing the objectionable particle. It is called a root

extractor. There should be no room in the Soul Soil

for any save only roots of righteousness. This lust

for Mammon is not only individual but national. 1

Coveting tempts us to violate the Second Com-
mandment.

" Great is Diana of the Ephesians," shout the silver

trade ! They may not materialise the Golden Calf,

but the calf is in the head and in the heart of the

covetous man. St Paul is right when he identifies

the covetous man with the idolater. Remember the

foot of Mount Sinai. Aaron said, " There came out
this calf," which had been forming in the minds and
hearts of the children of God. It was an imitation of

the calf of Egypt. You want a thing because a

neighbour has it, without inquiring if it be thy

neighbour's god ! Pyrrhus was explaining his designs

to a follower, telling how he should take this city and
that country. "What will you do when all that is

done ? " " I'll sit down and be merry." " Oh, but you
can do that now ! " " Yes, friend, be satisfied now,
be merry now. It is enough!" The poor man is

covetous because he hasn't got a thing, and the rich

man because he has it. Working men, stop and
think ! You have most things the King has—light,

sight, laughter, love, all the good things of nature,

and maybe, by good health, you have more happiness

1 I am indebted to Dr George Dana Boardman for hints concerning
the application of this commandment.
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than monarchs. Princes and peasants go the same
road most of life's journey. As Euclid told a king,
" There is no royal road to geometry " ; nor is there

a royal road to the alphabet, or writing or appetite or

kindness

!

If you want to be convinced that coveting tempts
to the violation of the Third Commandment or sacri-

legious falsehood, look at Ananias and Sapphira
lying to the Holy Ghost, and then lying dead before

the small heap of gold. " What shall it profit a
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own
soul?"
The leprosy of Gehazi is also a clear proof that to

take the name of God in vain, that is, to profess to be
a child of God and then think and act like a child

of the Ammonite, is closely connected with covetous-
ness. The Syrian's leprosy never reached the Dead
Sea, where it would have gone out of business—it was
attracted by the sin of Elisha's servant, and attached
itself to him. He went out a leper as white as snow.
That is, he came in a moral leper, a spiritual leper,

and the Prophet made the leprosy come to the

surface, where not only God but men might see it.

If our thoughts expressed themselves on the face, sin

would soon mar our reputation.

That coveting breaks the Fourth Commandment,
there is no doubt. The fourth word commands us both
to work and rest. Hawking of papers, running of

trains, vending of cigars on the Sabbath day, is not

philanthropy. " Wealth gotten by vanity shall be
diminished : but he that gathereth by labour shall

have increase." Apply that to working six days a

week. We should begin each week as the lightning

man, Benjamin Franklin, began each day :
" 5 a.m.

Rise, wash, and address God." The whole world
needs rest. Half the population of this planet is

pagan or heathen, without a weekly oasis. The
missionaries give the heathen a day of rest ; covetous
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persons who are the devil's missionaries rob the race

of rest.

Covetousness leads children to disregard their

parents. Nero's mother prayed most passionately

that her son might be Emperor of Rome. Her
unwise, covetous prayer was answered ; her covetous
son became Ruler of Rome, and murdered his mother

!

Many a son has wished his parents dead to get their

money. I met a man on Thursday Island who had
gone through two fortunes, and was just waiting for

his old mother to die to squander another

!

That coveting tempts us to break the Sixth
Commandment is also certain. The word of God
contains a very awful example of that. Judas was
lured by the glitter of silver to betray his divine Master,

and then went and hanged himself in the Valley
of Gehenna—a double crime. When in this sense one
becomes a man of money, his heart goes, his head
goes, and he goes. The numbers of cases appearing
in the public press of murders to get life insurance,

to come into possession of property ahead of time, all

point clearly to the blanket nature of the Tenth
Commandment.
The covetous man is a blood-sucker. " Those

who are gold-thirsty are blood-thirsty." One may
have a bloody heart, if not bloody hands, but God
judges the inward parts.

As to the Seventh Commandment, greed and lust

are twins ! Some persons have great difficulty in

believing the Scriptures. A lady of suspected chastity,

who was tinctured with infidel principles, conversing

with a minister of the Gospel, objected to the

Scriptures on account of obscenity and great diffi-

culty in understanding them. Wise and smart was
his reply :

" Why, madam, what can be easier to under-

stand than the Seventh Commandment, Thou shalt

not commit adultery ?
"

As to the Eighth Commandment, we know covetous-
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ness tempts us to violate that. What leads to covetous-

ness sometimes is nothing less than habits of luxury
and extravagance. Achan was by it tempted to steal

a goodly Babylonish garment, 200 shekels of silver, and
a tongue of gold of 50 shekels weight.

Covetousness leads to gambling, and gambling
sometimes to suicide. " If we could but obtain

accurate statistics, we should find that gambling was
of all vicious habits, not even excluding hard drink-

ing, the one which most predisposed its victims to

suicide." 1

I revert to the original statement that extravagance
is the cause of much theft. Do not live beyond your
income. Do not ape richer persons. It is both foolish

and sinful. Sin is as heavy as "the burden of

Tyre." 2

Covetousness violates the Ninth Commandment.
Old Euripides was right: "An ambitious and covetous

judge can neither think nor desire any just thing."

Lying. Even the ancients admired a truthful man.
Emperor Augustus brought to Rome a priest of Egypt
sixty years old, who had never told a lie ; in regard

whereof the Senate made him free, and a statue was
erected to him among the most renowned men of all

the ancients. On the other hand, they detested

lying. In the reign of Claudius there died a man, by
name Pamphilus, who never told the truth. The
Emperor gave command that no grave should be
granted to his body, and that his family should be
banished, that no memory might remain of him. At
that time the Romans were the mortal enemies of the

Egyptians, yet a statue was desired for a man of truth

from Egypt, but not even a grave was allowed for a

freeborn liar. This is an age of free-speaking, too free.

We don't want free speech, but true speech. Let your
conversation be without covetousness.

Spectator. Isaiah xxiii. I.
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Covetousness tempts us into the violation of the

Ninth Commandment, against bearing false witness
against our neighbour. Recall how the covetousness
of Ahab instigated his wife Jezebel to employ sons of

Belial to bear blasphemous and fatal testimony against

Naboth, saying, " Thou didst curse God and the king."

I must put on record once more my conviction that

the use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage gives a
person a tendency to break the Ten Commandments.
The reason, I believe, in the prohibition of the sale and
use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage is just this :

—

God Almighty built the human governments of this

world on prohibition. In the Garden of Eden He
said, "Thou shalt not," and on Sinai repeated it ten

times, " Thou shalt not
!

"

I believe Fenelon is right. Wine is the source of

the greatest evils among communities. It causes

diseases, quarrels, seditions, idleness, aversion to labour,

and family disorders. ... It is a species of poison

that causes madness. It does not make a man die,

but it degrades him into a brute. Men may preserve

their health and vigour without wine ; with wine they

run the risk of ruining their health and losing their

morals.

There is a Scottish tale ot past days which describes

a minister coming upon Macblank, who had been
drinking freely and had found it inconvenient to

walk. "Tell me, Mac," said the minister, "have ye
been to a funeral or a wedding ?" "I dinna ken,"

replied Mac, " but whichever, it was a bonny success."

Now, it was not a success ; no man is a success who
drinks intoxicants. I have travelled as widely as any
living man, and I have never seen a drinking man who
was a success. What is success ?

Last words are proverbially true words and solemn
words. So the last word of God on the tables ot

stone is of the most solemn significance. It is against

sin in the heart. We expect a last word of the
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most solemn nature. This last is against inner sin.

You may break this Tenth Commandment and no
person will know it but yourself and the Almighty
God. Internal sins are dangerous, because of the

facility with which they may be committed. A sin

like stealing or murder or adultery is difficult. The
action may be impossible, and hence the individual

may be saved from committing the overt act. But it

is not so with internal sins. They are dangerous
because of the opportunity to multiply them without
restraint. Three things retard the growth of Chris-

tianity: the spirit of the world, materialism which
blinds the eye of faith, coveteousness which gives

I per cent, or less to missions.

Covetousness led Gehazi to ask for money.
Covetousness leads to murder. David coveted Bath-
sheba and took her. This led to his causing Uriah
to be killed in battle. Herod coveted his brother's

wife, and took her, and murdered John the Baptist.

We learn a lesson about covetousness by visiting the

valley of Achron, where Achan was stoned. Go into

the vineyard of Naboth, where Ahab stained his hands
in blood. Behold Haaman on the gallows which he
built for Mordecai the Jew, and see how this sin and
all others react upon the sinner. Judas Iscariot
sold Jesus Christ that He might hang upon the
cross, and then the traitor went and hanged himself

in the valley of Gehenna, the place of fire. Christ

said much about money : to the young man, " Sell

that thou hast " ; to the multitude on the mountain,
" Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth "

;

to us all He gives the solemn warning that said the

word is choked by the deceit of riches. The Bible

speaks of the deceitfulness of two things, Sin and
Riches.

The unforgiving servant was condemned for taking

another by the throat. We all know the covetousness

of the rich fool, but there are poor fools as well—ot
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the Prodigal Son, and Dives who went to the devil.

That is the destination of the covetous man.
Conclusion.—Can the Ethiopian change his skin

or the leopard his spots ? No ; and it is a good thing

he can't, for the Ethiopian would likely get a skin that

would not fit, and the leopard would change his spots

but not his heart, and so would deceive many. And
you cannot erase sin. If you could, it would be on
the leopard plan, simply superficial or outside. This
is solely a soul law, and is like poison—it destroys

without being seen ; and only the One who makes
human hearts and loans them out to humankind
can cleanse them.
The sin of covetousness is mentioned in the same

catalogue with the most flagrant immoralities, and
many persons conclude it must be the sin of the

miser or wretch—for that is what the word miser

means. This is a great mistake. The word
"Covet" means to desire earnestly. A man
may give away his income liberally and yet be
under the dominion of covetousness. Don't think

a covetous man is a monster, an extravagant fraud

!

A covetous man is one who depends on riches for

happiness, who finds his happiness in hoarding or

in spending, in rapacity or tenacity.

Look at Dr Luke's twelfth chapter. Someone
asked Christ to interfere in the division of an estate.

"Take heed (He says) and beware of covetousness:

for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of

the things which he possesseth." Then He tells of

a decent rich man who made decision for larger barns

and told his soul to be merry. God gave him plenty,

but he grew worse, and so God called him a fool. If

you rely upon money for happiness, what will happen
when money is of no value ?

A covetous man may not be a Dead Sea, always
receiving but never giving out, nor a Nile overflowing

and leaving a rich deposit on neighbouring fields.
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He may simply be preoccupied ; the cares of this

world, the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word.
A gentleman offered a hundred guineas for an essay

on covetousness. One hundred and forty wrote for it,

and the man who got the prize defined the covetous
man as one in whose vocabulary wealth means
happiness—the chief good.

Covetousness does not pay. Austin describes

covetousness as " a madness of the soul "
;
Chrysostom

as "an insatiable drunkenness." Other ancients

pictured the vicious and debauched upon a rolling

pin, where they would never have a minute of peace.

So with the covetous person. " Cast ye the unprofit-

able servant into outer darkness."

It is doubly sad that covetousness is the air of the

world in her old age.

How am I to conquer this blanket sin?
Simply turn the tide of your covetousness into

another channel. "Covet earnestly the best gifts."
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A New Commandment

"B new commandment $ Qive unto sou, tbat Be love

one anotber ; even as 5 bave loveo sou, tbat se also love

one anotber, &y tbte sball all men Know tbat ge are

dftv. ofsclples, if ge bave love one to anotber."

Jesus gave this new commandment when He was
about to leave His disciples. It is a part of His final

teaching. " Knowing that His hour was come, that

He should depart out of this world unto the Father,
having loved His own which were in the world, He
loved them unto the end."

" This is the end of the matter ; all hath been heard :

fear God, and keep His commandments ; for this is

the whole of man"
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